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PREFACE. 



It has for some time been in contempla* 
tion to publish a slight sketch of the Life of 
the late Mrs* Trimmer^ from an idea that it 
might be interesting to those who are ao 
quunted with her writings^ and also from 
ihehope^ that a recital of the virtues which 
adorned her character mijg^ be beneficial 
to others. The delay wlm^ has taken place 
in the publication was^ in the first instance, 
occaMoned by the doubt whether the Jour* 
nal of her Prayers and Meditations should 
be intrcfduced in its ori^nal form^ and af- 
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terwards by the difficulty of making seieC^ 
tions from it. 

This Journal was written ia the most se- 
cret hours of retreat, and without the least 
intention of the writer that it should meet 

m 

the eye of any human being besides herself* 
For many years it ^ysi^ xifixev gpen by any 
other .peison, but as the events, whic^ sh^ 
had recordQd became less recent,, she occar 

' • - 

^ionally read passages to her childiren, ajid n. 
p^^ o\\m persons. Hearing them express 
gre^^gqiiti^feictiQniii whsirt was thus conimuni- 
cat9d^£W>il finding tjjal; siome under afflicting 
ciraumstances were^ soothed and comforted^ 
aud Ulifiwise rqaging: benefit by recurring 

ti:r;i£jti4^^V fro«^vtii»e t«i tune, she w$ls \m^ 
ml^f^Xo destray it,, and left it belrind her 
Wltb0^t 9fhy irrjunctioii^ or d^vections what* 
ever. 



Her cjlnldr^j who had before ,been ac- 
quaiated with it, naturally had recourse to 
this Journal for consolation under the heayy 
affliction occasioned by her death. . The 
co.rafbrt th^ derived from the perusal, in- 
dued them to shew some parts to a few 
/riends, who mourned with them the loss of 
one of the bestt of women and of Christians. 
B[y these friends they were so earnestly soli- 
cited to Jay extracts from it before the pub- 
lic^ that after much deliberation they have 
resolved to do sq, from the hope. that the pi-* 
ous illusions of -one of the tenderest and 
purest hearts that ever warmed the human 
breast, m^y ^dify others. 



Tlie MS. from which tliis selection has 
been made is very voluminous, being part of 
the weekly^ and sometimes daily employ- 
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'meiki, of five-afid-twenty years. It was the 
custom of the pious writer to retire to her 
closet on a Sunday evening for two or three 
hours, to reflect on the occurrences of the 
week that was just expired, and to examine 
into her past conduct and sentiinents. Most 
solicitous was she to take this frequent 
retrospect, that she might stand with her 
lamp burning in her hand ready to obey tiie 
summons of her great Ix>rd and Master 
whenever he should call her. Happy would 
it be for hundreds and thousands of heir 
fellow Christians, would they adopt the 
same practice ; how many bitter pangs of 
remcHTse would be q;>ared by such an exer- 
cise; how many self-reproaches avoided! 

As it is by the concurrence of the children 
of Mre. Trimmer that these papers are puh» 
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Ik^ied, an apology may^ perhaps^ be neces- 
teiy, for the flattering manner in M'hich 
they aiTB occasionally spoken of; those ex* 
pres^igtis would^ indeed^ have been omit* 
ted> could it have been done without injury 
to the work. That they had the happiness 
to give sa^ax^tioi) to the l^est of mothers 
will ever foe their prida and th^ir i^onsola'* 
tion ; but had they not done so> how inex« 
cusable must have bieen their eondupt ! how 
ill would they have repaid ^^ttentinjjis \yhich 
were never remitted^ tep^ierness that i^evey 
faileclf 



In these papers H will he (seen how ex*^ 

^quis^tely her heart was formed for the pon? 

jugal and the maternal charaotersi and hgw 

anxiously >olicitpus shp T^as to perform the 

duties of botli^ Never was therp a mpre dut? 
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tUiil and aflfectioiiate wife, never a tenderer 
or better moUier ! 



What her sufferings were upon the 
loss of her husband, and upon the death 
of three of her children, will be best 
seen by her own expressions upon those 
mournful occasions, and it is presumed that 
others under similar circumstances may leanat 
by hei' example that the feelings of i^uinat 
nity are not incompatible with the meek re- 
si^iation of the pious Christian* 



It is much to be lamented that some parts 
of her Journal which shew her character in 
the finest point of view, cannot be brouglit 
forward, as they are connected with the con- 
cerns of others ; but it is hoped that many 
persons will be benefited by what does ap- 
pear, and that they will be led by tlie »peru- 
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sal to apply to the same source from whence 
fihe drew those hving waters which sustain* 
ed her under every trial, comforted her un- 
der every affliction, and prepared her for 
those heavenly mansions where it is humbly 
hoped she now reposes* 



SOME ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS 

OP 

MRS. TRIMMER, ^c. 



Oarah, the daughter of Joshua and Sarah Kirby, 
was born at Ipswich, on the 6th of January, 174 !• 
Her father was a man of an excellent understand- 
ing, and of great piety; and so high was his repu- 
tation for knowledge of divinity, and so exemplary 
his moral conduct, that, as an exception to their 
general rule, which admitted no layman, he was- 
chosen member of a clerical club in the town in 
which he resided*. 

From him she imbibed the purest sentiments of 
yeligion and virtue, and learnt betimes the funda- 
mental principles of Christianity, At how early 
a period he began to lay this foundation, cannot 
now be exactly ascertained, but probably with the 

♦ Mr. Kirby was the author of two works, which did him 
great credits The one was entitled " Dr, Brooke Taylor^s 
Method of Perspective made Easi/^** and the other (published 
in 1761, under the munificent patronage of his present Ma* 
jesty) " The Perfective of Architecture*** 
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i^efy fiii'st dkw'n of reason, since she always consi- 
dered it £is one of the greatest blessings <rf her life,, 
that she could »^veF Femember the time when- she 
dirf k>t look up-^ with gratitude to the great Author 
of her being, aod f^ him the wHling tribute o^ 
prayer and tha»ksgivi^ 

When old emougb to acquire the issuai female 
accomplishments, she was sent, for some bourse 
every d^y, to a boardxag school in Ipswich, kept 
by Mrs. Justinien This lady was a wonaan of ele** 
gairt manners aod refined sentimente, and had i» 
early life mov^d in the circle of fashion ; but aor 
impruideut marriage had cut her off froia her fa* 
BQjly cemiectioiid, and obliged loser, iff order to pro^ 
6are a respectable mawJbenaace, to undertake the 
•ducatioa ef youBg bdieiSi JSlrs;.. Triittnaer always* 
{»poke o€ ]Vfrs^ Justiniei? with ifegard, and eonsi^ 
dere^ her as well q^aliiied &i th£ office she ha(i 
undertaken. 

At this schoof, her steldm vf^ere cbkiy dkected 
to English and French ; she had great pleasure ii» 
translating ;feom the latter lan^age^ whieh she did 
with readiness smd accuracy ;» aud she frequently, 
said it was that practice^ whichy by giving her 
elioicc of words, and facility of expres&ion, led tiie- 
ivay to her becoming an* author. She likewise 
acquired a very good hand-writing, which wa9» 
gtfterwards improved by an excelleut master i» 
London. 

Whether it was from Mrs. Justiaier,. or from 
her father, that slie leajeot her graceful majstnei: o£ 



Jfeddrng English, h riot ktiowh, but b this sli6 ex- 
celled } and evett to the erid of her tife, retained 
the facdty of ffeadifig alocid for a greater fehgth of 
fitoe than most people are capable of. 

To those who a:re foiid of tracing the tmtings of 
an author to their first be^nniiig, it may be inte- 
resting to petQie th6 foUowmg letter, written by 
Mrs. Trimmer, when she was betweerr ten and 
eleven years of age. Something of her future 
turn of mihd m^y b6 observed in it, and th^ early 
impressions of piety, which she had imbibed^ may 
be plainly perceived. The letter was addressed to 
her maternal grandfather and grandmother. 



TO^ Klft* Ant) MRg. BtJtL 

t>e6t Grandpapfii and Graitdrndrntt, 

As I now think myself Capable of \^riting a 
letter, I db riot knbw of any to whom I can address 
myself with more justness and propriety thart 
yourselves; foi* you are my parents in a doable 
Capacity, and therefore may i^easonably claiim my 
utmost duly and gratitude. By jrour indulgent 
care and tenderness, under the gracious hand of 
Providence, you have blest me with the best 6f 
ihothers. Let me therefore beg a fcotitinuanc^ of 
your blessings and prayers; to enable me to set a 
right' value upon all th6 Jiriviieges I enjoy, by hafv- 
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{ig a rational being, and to put in practice the 
duties I owe to God, my neighbour, and myself; 
and It shall be my daily prayer to the Almighty, 
that he will make the remainder of your lives 
happy, and receive you at last into everlasting 
felicity. My Grandpapa and Grandmama Kirby, 
and all my papas family, join in suitable com- 
mendations, with 

Your most obedient 

And dutiful Grand-daughter, 

Sarah Kirby. 

It has already been said that Mrs. Trimmer was^ 
greatly indebted to her father for giving her a 
religious education, and the fruits of it may be 
perceived in the above letter. It is hoped the 
leader will not think it irrelative to the subject if 
a letter be here introduced from her Grandfather 
Kirby, to his son, Mr. Joshua Kirby. The mo- 
tive for inserting it is to show, that as she was 
indebted to her excellent father for religious im- 
pressions, so he also imbibed the same from his 
own worthy parent. Hoav encouraging is this to 
those who take pains to implant betimes in the 
minds of their infant race sentiments of piety and 
morality ! Who can say how far these sentiments 
may reach, and how many yet unborn may be be- 
nefited by such precepts and example ! But to 
return to the letter ajlwded to, which was written 
upon the death of a much loved son, to another 



son, equally dear to this pious and aifectionatc 
fether. 



TO MR. JOSHUA KIRBY. 

Wickhani'-Market, June 17, 1741* 

My dear Son, 

I had the pleasure of your's, Sunday last, by 
your servant, and thank you for that filial affection 
that you therein expressed to your mother and 
myself, who were almost inconsolable for the af- 
flicting death of our tender, dutiful, and affection* 
ate son Stephen, a son in all respects so dutiful 
and obliging, that it must be very afflicting to us# 
But when I consider that in all appearance (and 
ttiat appearance I am persuaded was not feigned, 
but real) he lived a sober and religious life; me- 
thinks ijt would be sinful in me, and would be in- 
dolently unthankful to the Father of mercies, to 
Jcick against his Providence, and fly in the face of 
our almighty and merciful Creator, when we ought 
to praise God that he is taken away from the evil 
to come. Rachel wept for her children; that was 
her duty; but then she refused to be comforted; 
that was her sin; I therefore will endeavour to 
dry up my tears, an4 persuade your mol;her to do 
the same. 

Why should we be immoderately sorrowful for 
him, who, we have all the greatest reason to think, 
is entered into those ineffable glories where all teajr? 



are wiped from all eyfts, i^nd who pprliaps is lov« 
ingly looking down upon us in this vale of misery,, 
ardently desiring our company; and God grant 
we may all endeavour to prepare ourselves for that 
happy state*, —* — —..-«- ~p — —. 



Not to weary the patience of the reader^ it needs 
only be 8^dde4 to the foregoing remarks, that as 
the pi^ty, mq^kiie^s, and resign^tioq of Mrs. Trim-- 
x^er may be graced back to her grandfather, sq 
likewise may her humility and simplicity of cha- 
racter, a$ is evident \xy other family documents, 

Before we dismiss from the narrative these piou^ 
and estimable ancestors of Mrs, Trimmer, oae 
more letter may be acceptable: it is from Mr* 
Stephen Kirby, vvhose deutl^ ixr^siio umcb Ipnented 
^y bi^ c^fifectioqate parei^ts, 



TO MR- JOSHUA KIR?Y, 

^mhff Sejat. 29, 1738. 

Dear Brother, 

I received your letter, but what I n^entioned; 
to my father concerning you was not about busi- 

* Mr. John Kirby, the grandfkther of Mi^ TrimiaQr, waft 
the author of s topographical worft, v^l r^pQ\y^4 hy the 
public, especially in his Q^vn coupty, and ^hich is stilj held, 
in estimation, called the Suffolk Traveller. He also pbJishe^ 
fi useful Map pf the County of Suffolk, 



slness ; I only desired bini to tell you, I expected 
to have seen yeu before aow, as you promiaed me 
when I saw you at yom* house. And when your 
business calls you to Schole, I hope you will come 
on to Bisely, aad stay a few days, where you will 
be ihei^ily welcome, and theH I shall be glad to 
-converse with you about ibose solid things which 
concera a future state, wiaich are frequently in my 
thoughts, as they cannot but be in any person'^ 
mb» laaakes Ueavea ins ultimate end and desigu. 

I am your affectionate 
And louring Brotlier, 

St£PH£N Kir£t^ 

It wil be seen by these letters, upon what sub- 
jects this wxjrthy family loved to converse, and 
M'ith what pleasure they dw^lt on the happiness 
of a better country, <x)nsiderM3g themselves only 
AS pilgrims journeying to that Uigliter region, and 
having their wishes and desires directed tliithen 
It seems indeed that the first impnessions which 
Mr. Kirby endeavoured to make on the mind of 
bis daugfat^ri were those of love and veneration for 
the great Author of her being. She was taught to 
consider him as her Heavenly Father, to regard 
Him with the utmost Feyerence, gratitude, and af- 
fection, and constantly to keep in mind what great 
tilings he had done for her. By these means her 
/iuty became her pleasure gind delight; and tp Ipve 

I 
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and serve God, to honour and obey Him, the great- 
est of all earthly enjoyments. 

Mrs. Trimmer had not any sister who lived to 
be a companion to her, and only one brother. To 
him she was most tenderly attached. She would 
always dwell with pleasure on any little anecdote 
respecting him, and she loved to speak of his 
amiable disposition, and the affection that sub- 
sisted between them. 

At the age of fourteen she left Ipswich with her 
father and mother to settle in London, where Mr. 
Kirby had the honour of teaching Perspective to 
the King, then Prince of Wales, and afterwards to 

her Majesty. 

His daughter being removed from the compa- 
nions of her childhood, passed hei* time dqring her 
residence in London in the society of people more 
advanced in life, some of them people of eminence 
in the literary world; amongst these may be num- 
bered Dr. Samuel Johnson, Dr. Gregory Sharp, 
Mr. Gainsborough, Mr. Hogarth, &c. S:c. : by 
Dr. Johnson she was favoured with particular no- 
tice. The circumstance which first attracted h\$ 
attention was a literary dispute at the house of Sir 
Joshua Reyi^olds, respecting some passage in 
Milton's Paradise Lost, which could not be de- 
cided. Mr. Kirby, who, as well as his daughter, 
was present, enquired if she had not the book in her 
pocket, it being a great favourite of hers, and he, 
probably knowing that it then made a part of her 
i^^ily studies. The book was aqcprdingly prQ-* 
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duced, and opened at the disputed part. Dr. 
Johnson was so struck with a girl of that age taak. 
ing this work her pocket companion, and likewise 
with the modesty of her behaviour upon the occa- 
sion, that he invited her the next day to his house, 
presented her with a copy of his Rambler, and 
afterwards treated her with great consideration. 

As the society in which she lived whilst in Lon- 
don was of rather too grave a cast for so young a 
person, she naturally had recourse to her favourite 
employment for recreation, and spent much time 
in reading. In this pursuit she was directed by 
her father, and from his conversation and instruc- 
tion her mind acquired a thirst after knowledge, 
and was gradually opened and enlarged. 

Drawing was another occupation of her leisure 
hours; to this, however, she applied rather in 
compliance with. the wishes of her father, than to 
gratify any inclination she felt for it. At his de- 
isire she went occasionally, under the care of a 
female friend, with other young people, to the 
Society for promoting Arts, and once obtained a 
prize for the second best drawing. Two or threo 
miniatures, copies from larger pictured, are re- 
maining of her painting, which, though not in the 
first stile, are sufficiently good to show, that in this 
art she might have excelled, had her taste prompt- 
ed her to pursue it. The knowledge of drawing, 
which she had acquired while young, became very 
useful to her when she was a mother, as it enabled 
her to amuse her children when in their infancy, 

$ 
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and likewise to direct them afterwards in the exer« 
<:ise of their talents in that way. 

After Mr. Kirby's removal to London, his son 
became a ^holar at Westminster School, and be- 
ing younger than his sister, and perhaps not having 
so great a talent £br composition, he would fre- 
quently apply to her when he had a difficult theme 
to write, and engage her to compose it in English 
for him, to render into Latin, and this was one of 
the earlfest exercises of her pen. None of these 
themes arc remaining; but a fragment of a letter^ 
written to her brother^ upon his removal to Ips« 
vvicb, in order to study drawing under Mr. Gains-- 
borough^ may show the progress she made in com* 
position. This letter has no daJte^ bx\t probably 
mm written in 17-59 or 1760. 



TO MASTER KIRBY. 

My dear Brother, 

I as heartily congratulate you on your reco- 
very, as I sboilld have grieved for you, had I 
known ef your iilsess : little did we apprehend the 
iseason of your not writing j but we €u:e obliged to 
Mr. — — ^ far not informing us of it» as he has 
thereby ^aved us a great deal of uneasiness. I 
beg you wiU let us bear from you as soon as pos«- 
aible, ond hope you will be able to tcU us, that 
y oUi au^ free fr cw all danger of a return of yoiir 
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complaint I will entertaiD no fears to the covkr 

•trary, because I am sure Mr. • would not 

iiaye permitted you to go out if you had not been 
better. 

Having so good an example to copy after^ I 
imagine you improve very much in poUtene^ss ; that 
shining qualification, which is the cbaracteiisl^ic of 
a gentleman. It will be in vain for you to possess 
the greatest good qualities, unless polished by thisa 
which gives a lustre to every telent a man is post 
sessed pf. No man is of cqnsequence enough tq 
be exempt from the practice of it, if he would be 
loved, for there is so much pride in the human 
heart, as will prevent our having any great estqem 
for a person, who, by neglecting it;, seems to over- 
look or despise the virtues which every man is, or 
imagines himself possessed of. You will eajsily 
distinguish the politeness of which I am speaking, 
from that composition of form or ceremony* which 
is practised by many people as such, and makes 
them in the eyes of sensible people appear tho ob- 
jects of dislike and ridicule. But the first is a 
delicacy of sentiment, a refinement of manners* 
whM^ prevents a* man doing any thing to ofiend, 
and at the same time will keep him above making 
use of flattery to procure the esteem of any oncu 
It is to be attained by reading tlxe works of elegant 
writers,, and conversing with persons of taste and 
Judgment. Do you,^ my dear brother, endeavour 
lp cultivajte the acquaintance of such,, and I am 
iurei tb»^ the madei^ty of jour behaviour will gaia 



u 

p. S* Oiif coftipHmenti^ t<J all friends t afid ifi 
futufie let your letters be ready for tti^ in Loftdoin 
only on Saturdays, and as 1 do not expect ydii 
should 6et about answering mine that afe of this 
kind, I should be glad to ktio^t only ho\t y6\l go 
on, what yOu are about, and any news you may 
hear at Ipswich. My letters may serve as Sun- 
day meditations, and let no one see them except- 
ing the companion of your studies, Master W — * 

About the year 1759, Mr. Kirby removed tb 
Kew, upon being appointed clerk of the works at 
that pakce. It was there that his daughter be- 
came acquainted with Mr. Trimmer; and, at thef 
age of twenty-one, she was united to him, with the 
approbation of the friends on both sides. Mr. 
Trimmer was a man of an agreeable person, pleas- 
ing manners, and exemplary virtues; about two 
years older than herself. In the course of their 
union, she had twelve children, six sons and six 
daughters. From the time of her marriage till 
she became an author, she wasr almost constantly 
occupied with domestic duties; devoting herself 
to the nursing and educating of her children. She 
would say, that as soon as she beciame a mother, 
her thoughts were turned so entirely to the subject 
of education, that she scarcely read a book upon 
any other topic, and believed she almost wearied 
her friends by making it so frequently the subject 
of conversation. Happily, Mr. Trimmer was of 
the same domestic turn, and- seconded all her les- 
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WttSf both by precept and example. During tbe 
life-time of her father, she spent the mornings irt 
teaching her children; and in the afternoon, when 
the weather would permit, used to walk with some 
of the elder ones to visit hic». 

In the education of her daughters, she had but 
Kttle assistance, teaching them many things herself 
and putting them in the way to improve themselves^ 
by directing them to books for any information of 
which they noight be desirous. . 

The ediication of her sons also was in a great 
measure directed by her, their classical studies 
excepted, for which some of them left home, and 
others received the instruction of a oeighbourix^ 
clergyman. 

Those mothers who, like Mrs. Trimmer, are 
Hccustonicd to take a very active part in domestic 
concerns, and to devote most of their hours to 
w^orking for their children, will perhaps wonder 
that she was able to take so large a share in their 
education : let it however be remembered, that 
her aim was not so much to give them the shewy 
accomplishments so generally acquired at present, 
as to make them useful members of society. As 
her family increased, the elder children also in- 
structed the younger, especially when she^became 
an author, and at length released her from every 
part of education^ excepting casual advice oc ad- 
monition.. 

In a letter to ^lady, with whom she became ac- 
quainted after her family were grown up, she thusi 
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expresses herself. " I have been, my dear Madao?^ 
the mother of twelve children, nine of whom are 
still living, five daughters and four sons *. All my 
children were nursed by myself; my daughters 
wholly educated under the paternal roof; my sons 
chiefly so. For many years, therefore, I could 
find but little leisure for fading ; the needle was 
my principal occupation when I was not nursing 
or teaching.'* 

From her husband also she had no inconsidera- 
ble assistance ; for though business took him much 
from home during the day-time, in the evening ha 
was accustomed to relax with his family ; and in 
the winter time especially, the season for home- 
bred pleasures and domestic enjoyments, it was 
his custom to assemble a little group of hearers ; 
while one of his children read aloud from some of 
his favourite authors. The books which were se- 
lected were not very numerous, but of a kind to 
strengthen and enlarge the mind, and to give a 
desire for further improvement. Of this number 
were the historical Plays of Shakespear, parts of 
the works of Milton and o^ Pope ; Hume's His- 
tory of England, and Blackstone's Commentaries ; 
Addison's Spectator and Guardian ; the works of 
Johnson and of Burke, and some Sermons by 
our most approved divines; but, above all, the 

♦ Since the death of Mrs. Trimmer, two of her children 
have followed her to the grave ; one son and one daughter r 
the son left a family of seven children behind him, the daugh« 
ter one of five* 
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Sacred Volume, that never*failing source of im-, 
provement and delight. 

During these hours, he used to take great pains 
to inculcate the most dutiful attention to their nio- 
ther, and affectionate tenderness towards each 
other. Many and many a time has he told his 
children the fable of the old man and the bundle 
of sticks, explaining it to them, and charging them 
to abide by the moral which it contained. 

Occasionally too he would read to them a sermon 
of Dr. Franklin's, on fraternal love, from the text, 
" Better is a dinner of herbs where love isy than 
a stalled ox and hatred therewith.'^ Thus endea- 
▼ouring, by every means in his power, to enforce 
the great duties of domestic life, and to strengthen 
the precepts implanted by his affectionate partner. 

The pleasures of this happy family were sim- 
ple, but they, were heart-felt ; not, indeed, as will 
be seen in the following pages, unclouded by sor- 
row, or unmixed with care, but such as tranquil- 
lize and gladden the mind, and ensure to it lasting 
felicity. 

. Throughout the w^hole of the Journal, it will be 
seen with what lively affection Mrs. Trimmer w^as 
attached to her husband and children. A short 
(extract from her Meditations, written after the 
death of Mr. Trimmer, in which she mentions the 
former with her accustomed tenderness, may not 
be unacceptable. 

. Reflecting upon a circumstance which occu- 
pied her mind in no common de^^ree^ sh« adds : 
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" Besides this, I have another subject to dnh^ 
my attention, a subject which now fills my wf- 
dowed heart with painful emotion, and my eyes 
with tears — my dear lost husband I 1 must in- 
dulge myself with a short recollection — I must 
pay a tribute ta his memory— O how kind, how- 
affectionate, was his behaviour to me — with what 
patience did he submit to all the toils and incon- 
veniencies he was put to, in order to support his 
numerous femily.^ But it has pleased the Al- 
mighty to put an end to his earthly cares ; those^ 
I trust, were buried in his grave. I have all the 
reason in tlie world to hope he will never know 
sorrow any more, but enjoy an eternity of bliss* 
I trust we shall hereafter meet in the eternal worlds 
where death can no more separate us. I will ia 
the mean time endeavour to supply, to the best of 
my power, his place to the dear children whom h^ 
has left behind. They are dearer to me than ever 
since he was taken' away. I will endeavour ta- 
keep my temper in that state of serenity, which he^^ 
used to approve. I will ia all things conduct my- 
self as his widow," 

Thie strength of her maternal feelings may als^ 
be seen in every page of her Journal. The fol- 
lowing extract may serve in this place by way of 
specimen. It was written in a time of sickness^ 
when she thought it probable that she might be 
summoned hastily to quit this life. 

^^ I hope whenever it is the will of my Hea- 
venly Father to call me away, I shall submit with. 



becoming resignation; and that those who survive 
me will be comforted for my loss. My dear chil- 
dren may assure themselves, that I am a sincere 
and an humble Christian : such a one as, I trust, 
will find acceptance with the Father of Mercies, 
for Jesus Christ s sake : such a one as, I trust, the 
Saviour will receive as a faithful disciple. I shall 
carry out of the world with me the tenderest love 
for my children : that is a sentiment so deeply en- 
graven in my soul, that I feel confident it never 
can be eradicated, unless the dear objects of my 
love depart from God ; and that I hope they never 
will do. While they continue in the same faith 
with the sainfts of light, we shall still be one family, 
though the members are for a time separated—* 
some in terrestrial, others in celestial abodes ; and 
we shall finally meet again, never more to part ! 
Cherish then in your minds, my dear children, a 
tender remembrance of a mother, who has loved 
you with inexpressible affection; but do not grieve 
for my loss. To me, I trust, it will be gain. O 
how deKghtful are the hopes of immortal happi- 
ness P 

In another part, she thus speaks of her parents 
and her brother, 

"The last week has been employed in a way 
which has awakened awful reflections in my mind. 
In looking over the papers of my late dear sister- 
in-law, I met with many letters which she had, in 
the course of several years, received from her own 
dear and tender husband, my only and beloved 
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brother ; from my honoured father and mother, ani 
from the dear partner of all my joys and sorrows. 

In the course of this occupation, some melanr 
choly thoughts have necessarily occurred ; but 
I have felt pleasure of the most exalted kind. 
Surely those who expressed such sentiments of 
piety, benevolence, generosity, and compassion^ 
must have been reckoned among the faithful peo- 
ple of God — the redeemed of Chri3t — and as such^ 
they must be inheritors of the promises. O how 
comfortable to my heart is this persuasion I how 
pleasing to contemplate the characters of these 
dear relatives — each a Christian, both in faith' and 
practice. Yes, my honoured father, I am glad to 
have my mind awakened to a remembrance of thy 
virtue and goodness : from thy instructions. I de- 
rived those principles which have proved to me 
the source of unspeakable comfort. O my father, 
I pay thee the tear of grateful esteem; and I hope 
thou hast found a rich reward from the universal 
Parent, the great Governor of the universe ! 

My dear mother, I owe thee also a return of gra- 
titude for thy maternal cares : I hope to meet thee 
in a better world. My brother ! O my brother, the 
first object of tender affection, unmixed with re- 
verence and awe, that my soul ever knew ! how 
greatly did I feel thy loss 1 hut thou wast, I trusty 
exalted to a higher state. I submitted, and was 
comforted; but I have not forgotten thee: my 
affection is revived in its full force. O my bro- 
ther ! I will strive to follow thee to the realms of 
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bViss ; to which, I trust, the soul of thy dear Eliza 
has winged its way. From what a state of suffer- 
ing is she delivered ! My husband too 1 my dear 
tender husband ! While all the sensibility of my 
heart is awakened, can I forbear to feel for thee 1 
No, my beloved, witness the tears of gratitude and 
esteem which now fill my eyes ! O, my beloved, 
I am awfully affected ; I feel as if I was entering 
the regions of the dead. God only knows how 
soon I may do so in reality. O that I may keep 
ill a state of constant preparation for the summons, 
whenever it shall please the Almighty to send it." 

Having already shown, in some degree, what 
the sentiments of Mrs. Trimmer were as a wife 
and a parent, a daughter and a sister, her attention 
'to her servants should next be noticed. 

She was a most kind and considerate mistress, 
keeping their interest, both temporal and spiritual, 
constantly in view. She was careful so to arrange 
her domestic concerns, even when she had a young 
family, that each servant might have an opportunity 
of frequenting the house of God, at least ©nee on 
every Sabbath ; and she frequently contrived that 
they should go to both morning and evening service. 
She also devoted a part of the Sunday evening to 
their particular instruction. 

When about to dismiss from her service a young 
man, whom she had taken great pains to instruct, 
and who but ill repaid the trouble bestowed oa 
HtDj she thus speaks in her Meditations. 
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^^ Thou kaowest, blessed Lord, the zeal and 
sincerity of heart with which I have admonished 
my servants ; with what regret I part from one, 
who may not meet again with a friend who will 
take pains to train him in the way in which he 
^ould go. O Lord, I beseech thee, give to him 
the lielp of thy Holy Spirit, and impress oa his 
mind those instructions which he may have received 
from me, or from others; and let him not be 
drawn away by the vanities of the world, into the 
paths of destruction. O that I may have a houses 
hold serving God, and loving one another Ado- 
rable Saviour, may every heart in my family be 
thine. O may thy blessed Gospel hare its due 
efficacy with every one of us, through the help of 
thy Holy Spirit !" 

In a letter to one of her friends, Mrs. Trimmer, 
after speaking of her various avocations in conse* 
quence of her numerous family, says: ^^ In addition 
to my own family, I have a large adopted one, ia 
the schools of which I have given an account ia 
the Appendix to my (Economy of Charity." Her 
anxiety for the welfare of these poor children was 
indeed unremitting, and no means were left un-^ 
tried to train them, in the right way. In a " Short 
Address" to the parents of these children, she ex^ 
horts them, after the following manner, to 3et $i 
good example to their respective offsprings 

'^ O consider ! you who have children, the im-r 
portance of the trust committed to you; that their 
welfare xq this world^ and their eternal happiness 
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in the next, depend, in a great measure, upon the 
principles and habits which they acquire in their 
early years ; and let them not lose, through your 
carelessness and misconduct, the favour of those, 
M^hose kindness they may stand in need of, or the 
blessing of God, and everlasting happiness ; but 
rather strive, by all the means in your power, to 
make them good Christians, and useful members 
of society. If you are not qualified to teach them 
to read and understand the Scriptures, that will 
be done for you, without money and without price ; 
but it still remains incumbent upon you to watch 
their conduct while they are under your own eyes, 
and to set them good examples. If parents, who 
send their children to learn their duty, forget their 
own, what consequence can be expected, but that 
every good impression made in the schools will be 
destroyed ?" 

The reader, having already been informed of tht 
manner in which Mrs. Trimmer passed the close 
of the Sabbath, will naturally suppose that the 
whole of that sacred day was kept by her with 
becoming reverence. There was indeed nothing 
that she considered of greater importance to the 
happiness and comfort of man, than the proper ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. She regarded the ful- 
filment of this duty as bringing with it a peculiar 
blessing, as the sign which was to distinguish the 
servants of the Lord, and mark tliem as his peo* 
pie ; and often would she recur to those passages 
in the Scriptures which speak of it as such* 
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Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep ; for if is a 
SIGN between me and you throughout your gene^ 
rati07is; that ye may know that I am the Lori> 
that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the Sab- 
bath therefore^ for it is hofy unto you. 

Of the threatenings and denunciations also in 
the Scriptures against those who violated the Sabr 
bath, 3he would often make mention; and the 
punishments which the Israelites brought down 
upon themselves^ for their neglect of that holy day. 

Let it not, however^ be supposed, that the Sunday 
.was marked by Mrs. Trimmer as a day of gloom 
knd severity; qu the contrary, it was a day of rest 
and peace, of satisfaction and innocent cheerful- 
pess, not only to herself, but to all around her ; 
but then it was the "cheerfulness which accorded 
with the sanctity of the day. 

^he Sunday was passed in frequenting the house 
of God, in teaching the children of the poor, in 
giving religious instructions to her own children, 
or grand-children, and also to her servants^ and 
in all the pleasures of domestic happiness and quiet; 
enjoyment. 

Her children can go back with delight to the 
days of their youth, when the happy party was 
gathered around their fphd mother to receive the 
lessons of piety which she gave, or to listen to the 
persuasions to goodness^ which flowed from her 
lips. And in later years, when her family was in- 
preased by a second generation, with what satisfacr 
|ion did she behold the groups of her descendants 
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scattered about her little garden in the sumnHT^ 
or drawn around the fire-side in the winter, be- 
guiling the time with converse serious, though not 
dull 

Never shall we forget the sparkling eyes of one 
of her little grandsons, who lived for some time 
under her roof, when the Sunday returned. It was 
to him a day of perfect felicity ; and, whether he 
sat with his book under a tree, when the weather 
suited, or explored, with his venerable grand- 
mother, the beauties of the plants and flowers, his 
countenance shone %vith delight; and even in the 
winter, when these pleasures could no longer be 
recurred to, the day never seemed long enough for 
his pursuits or his enjoyments. 

May the impression neves be erased from his 
memory, nor from that of others, who partook with 
him in these pleasures ! May they, to their latest 
day upon earth, retain their love and veneration 
for the Sabbath! 

It is with pleasure we recall to remembrance 
another of her little grandsons, who, at a very early 
iage, had imbibed a love and reverence for the Sab- 
bath. Often has he been observed, on the even- 
ing preceding the Sunday, putting away his little 
childish toys, w^iich nothing could induce him to 
play with on that sacred day ; yet was there no 
regret in the action ; he would have scorned to 
seek amusement unsuited to the season, and have 
been offended with the person ^who could have 
supposed him capable of it £ut he also, like 
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his little cousin, enjoyed the rest as well as the 
coBfiforts of the Sabbath ; and looked forward to 
the day throughout the week ad that which was to 
afford him the truest delight. 

Another little boy and girl> when about nine and 
ten years old, who were allowed to choose their 
own employments of a Sunday, would, with an 
eagerness and delight as great a& they could have 
felt at any amusement whatever, spend hour after 
hour over Stackhouse's Commentary on the Bible, 
in which there were a number oi engravings from 
histories in the sacred volume. The delight they 
experienced was not merely from looking at the 
prints^ ft>r to them they had been accustomed from 
their infancy ; but their chief pleasure consisted in 
searching in the Scrijjtures for the texts referred to 
at the bottom of the engmving. One child would 
find out the text, and dictate to the otlier, who wrote 
it down^ and by this mean they occupied themselves 
in a manner at once proper for the day and edify-» 
fng to themselves, and fixed on their memories the 
history and the expressions made use of by th^ 
sacred penman in the relation. 

Another favourite occupation c^ the same 
children was the examination of illuminated 
soaps of the Holy Land. They searched out 
the places to which the Patriarchs and Pro>* 
phets travelled in old times, or the Apostles 
stfid our blessed Saviour in later days, and were 
not easily tired with the occupation* The in<» 
4astry ei^erted upon tbd occasion, gave a zest ta 
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the pleasure ; aad the employment being of their 
own choosing, was never irksome. 

The reader will doubtless be pleased with tho 
following quotation, from the Meditations of Mr$« 
Trimmer, in which she eitpressea her seotimenti 
upon the subject 

" What a blessing to smfal> sorrowing mortals^ 
is the Sabbath 1 though I cannot^ from the infir- 
mity of my nature^ always attain to the full enjoy-r 
ment to it. My cares are sujapeoded, my hopes 
ftre enlai^ged ; I take a view, though imperfect^ of 
the future world; I hold communion with the 
Father of Spirits^ I feel the love of my Saviour^ 
and the inward consolations of the Holy Spirit" 

Again, ia another place^ shJ^says: '^ How 
quickly do the Sabbaths return ; those seasons of 
yest, and spiritual comfort 1 A seventh part of our 
time on earth is taken from the days of toil and 
care, and blessed and sanctified by the God of ail 
goodness, for the recreation and benefit of our 
souls, and that we may have a foretaste of hea» 
¥eoly bliss. ** To me the Sabbath is a welcome 
day, and I bless God for the institution of it ; and 
yet I do not always enjoy its pleasures in the degree 
I might and ought to do/' 

In reckoning up the employments of the Sun* 
day, the frequent participation of the Sacrament 
irf the Lord's Supper should not be omitted^ 
ti:ioagh it may easily be supposed, tliat in the life 
pf so pious and good a Christian as Mrs. Trimr 
iper, tl)is duty wouid uot be neglected- What 



28 

her sentiments were of the nature of this holy in- 
stitution, her opinion of its efficacy, the delight she 
took in approaching the table of the Lord, and the 
conlfort and refreshment of soul it afforded her, 
will all be seen in her Journal, and in some letters 
written upon the subject. 

Nor did the zeal of Mrs. Trimmer, for the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath, rest with her own perform- 
ance of her duty, or with taking care that her house- 
hold and the children belonging to the schools should 
also observe it, she likewise endeavoured by every 
means in her power to persuade the adult poor of 
her neighboufhood to pass it in a religious and be- 
coming manner. Amongst other means to effect this 
great purpose, sne wrote to them a *^ Friendly Re- 
monstrance," from which, as it is not much in cir- 
culation, one or two quotations may be inserted in 
this place. After telling them the reasons for hal- 
lowing the Sabbath, and the way in which it ought 
to be spent, she goes on: " You w^hose lot it is to 
labour for the maintenance of yourselves and fan^i- 
lies, have but little leisure in the week for what are 
called religious e.vercises; you should therefore 
7*2/o/ce that your Creator hath set apart one day 
iu seven, in which you may lay c side your burdens, 
refresh your souls with heavenly comfort, and pre- 
pare for a state of everlasting rest and joy. In- 
stead of saying, When will the Sabbath be gone ? 
you have cause to long for its return : not to spend 
h in idleness and wickedness, but that yoi» may 
^ renew your strength, learn your duty, and enjoy 
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the delight ^hich God, who blessed as M'ell as sane^ 
tified the Sabbath-day, has provided for hi» 
people. Blessed, says the Loud, is the man who 
doeth this J and that keeptth the Sabbath from pol" 
luting it, and keepeth his hand from doing evil. 
Isaiah Ivi. 2. If thou turn thy foot from the 
Sabbath from doing thine own pleasm^e on my holy 
dayy and call the Sabbath a delight^ the holy of the 
Lord, hmiourable; a?id shall honour him^ not do^ 
ing thine own ways, or finding thine own pleasure, 
nor speaking thine ozvn words; then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the I*ord; the mouth of tht^ 
Lord hath spoken it. Isaiah Iviii. 13, 14. You 
may assure yourselves, that there is no pleasure to 
be found in this world, equal to what arises from 
the religious observance of the Sabbath-day ; and 
if you once get into a habit of keeping it holy, you 
will never wish to pass it in a prophane, wicked 
manner ; you will find, by the peace and comfort 
you will enjoy in it, that God hath really blessed 
it 

** With what delight do sincere worshippers go . 
to the house of God ! with what humility do they 
bow down before Him ! how fervently do they im- 
plore his favour and protection ! how heartily do 
they bless and praise his holy name ! with what 
attention do they hearken to the instruction of the 
preacher ! what pious resolutions do they form ! 
how cheerfully do they return to their houses, 
assured of receiving the blessings they have asked; 
Ibecause God has promised them in the Scriptures! 
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how piesicefully do they close tiieif eyes at night ! 
bow calm are their slumbers ! how refreshed do 
fliey aiise in the morning to pursue their labours ! 
for six days will they do all manner of work that 
is required of them, longing for the return of that 
day, which is esteemed by them the best of all the 
seven ! These are some of the advantages which 
are enjoyed by the people of God ; that is to say, 
by those who honour Him as their Creator and 
Governor. 

** Come then, whhout delay ! Do not let ano- 
ther Sabbath pass away unimproved t Where 
can you begin the work of reformation so well as 
in the house qfGoT>} Life is uncertain ; you may 
not live till the next return of that holy day. Come 
then, like the returning Prodigal in the Gospel, 
and say, Father, / fiave sinned against heaven 
and in thy sights and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son. While you are yet afar off^ your 
Father seeth you ; for to him all hearts are open, 
and he is ready to bestow on you that pardon and 
peace^ which your Saviour purchased for repenting 
dinners J with his most precious blood.'' 

In her Meditations, written at the time she was 
preparing this " Friendly Remonstrance," Mrs* 
Trimmer thus expresse^i herself: " I am very de- 
sirous of helping the poor as far as my ability ex- 
tends. O that I may be permitted to be instru- 
mental to their good ! I will not shrink back for 
fear of trouble, but will do what I think best for 
them, without any selfish consideration. O that I 
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Ittay fee able to give them good advice, of whicfc 
they stand so much in need, while such bad ad- 
visers are abroad. O Lord God, thou seest the 
pains which are taken by evil-minded men to draw 
the poor from their duty; vouchsafe to defeat 
their evil counsels, and to make the poor see that 
their interest and their duty are inseparable." 

Some short time after, these words occur in ther 
Journal : ** Let me not forget to note down the. 
pleasure I have this day received in seeing such 
numbers of my poor neighbours at Church. 
May they continue to frequent the house of God ! 
and O may they there receive edification ! 

** The children at the schools also received in- 
struction apparently with pleasure and attention. 
May it make a deep impression, and lead to right 
practice !'* 

Boft though so ardently desirous of contributing 
to the 'Spiritual necessities of the poor, her exer- 
tions in their behalf were likewise extended to their 
Ibodily wants. In sickness she visit<5d them ; in 
sorrow she comforted them; and when her owof 
means were not equal to relieving their distresses^ 
she pleaded their cause with those who had more 
within their po^^er ; and thus contributed not only 
to the relief of the indigent, but proved beneficial 
to the rich also, by exciting in them a greater de- 
gree of charity than they would otherwise have 
lexercised. 

The last time she went out of her own house^ 
«Qdbuttwo days before her deaths she was em^ 
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jiloyed in 6i(ice& of this kind, artd with an ener^ 
of mind which gave strength to her bodily frameyr 
took a walk of some considerable length, in order 
to make known the distresses of the aged and the 
inftj'm, to some benevolent friends, wIk) like her-- 
self were. accustomed to visit the dwellings of po^ 
verty and wretchedness; who were at all times- 
readiji fa give and glad to impart ^ thus laying up 
for themselves a good foundation against the time 
to come. 

Amongst the various ways in which the bene- 
volent teelings of ^ Mrs. Trimmer were engaged, 
mention should be made of the pains she occa- 
sionally took to procure assistance to persons be- 
longing to the sacred ministry^ who were, from 
miavoidable circumstances, struggling under the 
pressure of mbfortune. In this< pious w^ork she 
frequently met with assistance from others more 
powerful than herself. At one time, a gentleman, 
who had the disposal of a legacy, designed for the 
indigent clergy, or their families, applied to her to 
recommend proper objects; by which mean she 
had the satisfaction of being of use to several wor- 
thy and respectable persons. At another time, a 
benevolent friend, who appropriated a very consi- 
d'erable sum of money annually to the same cha- 
ritable purpose, requested her advice and assist-^ 
ance in tlie disposal of it, and thus contributed 
largely to lier happiness. 

Another chanoel, through which Mrs. Trimmer 
became of use to numbers, w^as by recommending 

5 
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ycset^ving yoiing women to situations as goverii- 
esi^s. By her means niariy were received into 
tespectabie families, lihd a double benefit conferred; 
upttn thcMse whtt were thus comfortably settled, 
ihd alsd upoii the perSohs in whose families they 
^ecaihe iiimatesl , The applications hiade tb Mrs. 
Trimmer upoii this Subject were so numerous, that 
it soihetimes dbcasiohed hei* Uo inconsiderable fa* 
tigue; but she alway§ considered it as a moi^t satis- 
factory (employ merit, frdtri the great interest she 
took in the education of the rising generation. The 
parents who thus sLpplied t6 her, frequently soli- 
cited her ddvice with res[)ect tti the cbiettuiei* of 
training up thieiJr childreh. The got^erriesses were 
anxious to do bredit to hef recommendation, and 
to acquit themselves to ber satisfaction i atid their 
pupilB were also emiiloUs to gain the good opinion 
0f dtte. Whom they iveire taiight to love arid ve- 
nerate; 

The eatly rising bf Mra. Tnmtfaer is another 
circumstance that should be noticed, as it was 
begun in her youth, and neither the habit nor the 
love df it ever left her. When she resided at 
Kewj before her marriage^ there was a rivalshipi 
between her aiid a friend, who lived on the oppo- 
site side of the river, respecting early rising. The 
one who was up first would harig a handkerchief 
out of the window, to be seed by her friend, as a 
iort of triumph. 

These early hoiirs were chiefly spent in com- 
mitting . peltry td memory f and in readings rather 

tox. I. D 



\ 



34 

in a desultory manner, which she always lam'eirfec^y- 
though perhaps without reason, when we con»idei^ 
the books to whicli she applied. 

She l>ad a favourite closet, in which these stu-. 
dies were cafiTied oa; and she us^ to read aloud^ 
even whcrt alone, especially poetry. Milton,^ 
Thomson,^ and Young, were amongst her fevouritC 
poets. She could repeat great part o# the ** Para-; 
disc LosI," and of " The Seasons j" aixl " YoungV 
Satires," almost ft(nn the feegfnning to the end.: 
She used to say, that his Satire upon Women had 
been extrenaely useful to her^ a«d had taught hcp^ 
to avoid niaiiy felHftgs. 

She could learn poetry by heart with such earse^ 
that the readiog>of a page over oncrie (ft twSce would 
be sufficient for her to* know it accurately. As 
she advanced in years, she lamented harvitig for*r 
gotten much of what she had acqiuired wbe» 
young ; yet her menaory, even al the latest period 
of her lifcy was far more rcteatiVe thaft that of 
|>eople in general. 

This habit of early rising was jpartieulaflrly useful 
to her when she becaine ai» atithor, sinee if gave 
tier some hotirs of quiet and retirement, which^ iif 
so numerotrs a family, could hot have beien other- 
wise attained. While writing the Annotations oil 
the Scriptures, she used frequently to rise at five^' 
and even at fowr o'clock^ and that during a severe 
winter, and pursue her labours wheff the rest of 
the faLtnSiy were in bed.r The fire in her study was- 
]^epared over nigiit; and she {^t.tbe candle to h 
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herself irl the iiiorriiilg ; neither liking to disturb A 
feervant at so early art hour^ ilor to be clepetidclnt 
upon one for her hour of risingi 

Iri a part of her Meditations, arid at a time \f heri 
she was writing on sacred subjects, she thus ex- 
presses herself: " O divitie Savioufj it is not thy 
ivish to waste those hours in Sleep, which ought td 
be passed in watchfulness and prayer. It is my 
highest pleasiird to rise early to pursue my delight^ 
ftil work — at midni^t I would rise to praise my 
God and Saviour. I would watch with thee, blessed 
Lord, not orie hour only, but my whole life, could 
1 but do it — the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
Weak i O how I grudge the hours that are now 
Wasted in sleep 1 But my nature requires repose 
•*-I must wait for eternity before I can be always 
awake, arid ready for the service of my God !" 

Something ought to be said of the charms of her 
cotivef sation ; it was, indeed, particularly pleasing 
and instructive, without the slightest tincture of 
affectation, or pretension to superiority of atiy kind* 
Humility and benevolence were amongst the lead- 
ing features in the character of this excellent wo* 
-man, and shone equally in her countenance and in 
her conversation. Nothings however^ marked it 
more strongly than a simplicity of heart, and of 
manners rarely to be met with. Truly might ic 
be saijj of her, she " was an Israelite indeed, in 
whom was no guile.** 

Her manner of recurring to Scripture History 
was very remarkable and very pleasing. She 
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tvould occasionally, when walking or sitting wittt 
one of her childreh, or any particular friend, talk, 
of events recorded in the Saciied Voluine, till yoi| 
ipight almost fancy them reeent: *for example, 
w hen she was spedtking of the death of Abel ; the 
affliction of his pairents upon Seeing the first-fruity 
of their sin, in the destruction of a dflrli/ig son^ 
^ould be present to her imagination; and she 
would represent what must have been the bitter-i 
ness of their sufferings, till you felt for them a 
sentiment of pity, that had liever before entered 
your thoughts : from tliis she wodld recur to the 
fplly Qf sin^ and the dangers attending it,, till you 
were surprised that any one should ever give way 
to evil propensities. 

She would also expatiate on the history of Jo-i 
seph, till you entered into all the joyS ahd sorrows 
of him and his family; of David, or of Daniel, 
^11 she brought them in review before you, and 
ytDu wondered that y(Ki had not given greater at- 
tention to what you had read concerning them* 
They became int^Jresting to you, as if they were 
now living ; and ybu longed for the time whfen 
you might in reality converse with those holy men 
of old. 

In' the battle manner, when tlie gracious words 
of out! blessed Saviour, the tetidernesd which be 
showed for the miseries of marikindi his wonderful 
miracles, and his sublime doctrines, \Vere the sub- 
jects of her conversation, it was impossible for the 
heart to remain cold upon those occasions, or to 



fefrain from feelings of gratitude, veneration, and* 
thankfulness. 

Of her love for the Sacred Volume no one can 
doubt, who is in the slightest degree acquainted 
with her writings. The reader, however, will not 
object to the following extract, from her Medita-^ 
tions, by way of illustration. 

" What an inestimable treasure is thy Gospel f 
O divine Saviour, what weuld have become of all 
mankind without thee ? How much wpuld all the 
troubles of life have been encreased to me, but for 
the knowledge of thy Gospel. Lord, it is in my 
estimation, the pearl of inestimable value. I have 
sought for it as for hidden tieasqre ; and, under 
the guidance of c|ivine grace, I have happily found 
it. I would not part with it for all that this world, 
and a thousand such worlds, can give ; and yet, 

diviue Lord, I highly value the blessings witb 
which this world is adorned by the hand of tha 
great Creator. As for all its pomps and vanities, 

1 despise tl^en^ ; they hava no charms, for €t soul 
Jjonging for heavenly joy#.'' 

She y(^s par(icularly careful not to speak of tha ' 
failings of her fettow mortals, and i^lways endea* 
youred to put th^. most fci^vourable construction 
upon their words and actions. It was a favourite 
maxim with her, that " a Christian should care- 
fully avoid ^(^ng any thing to the prejudice of . 
pihersy unless when it wa^ necessary for the honour 
ffGoD, or the good of men^ And to this rule, 
^h^ «x> i5te^dy y adhered, that she would t^kq ^iji^ 
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^elf severely to task eren fqr the most trifling d^ 
viation from it. 

Accustomed to think poor^ of things th)an of 
persons; greatly inteqt upoq proipoting the goo4 
pf inankind;^ and the glory of God, Siti0 was n<>t 
curious to pry into the cppcerns and the actiopi 
of others. The education of b^r children when 
young, and latterly her literary pursuits, and the 
various offices of frien(}ship and l)enevoleQce in 
trhich she w^s engaged, interested and occupied 
her mind, and left no roona for scandal, pr even for 
merely idle discpurse. Tenderness likewise foy 
Jier fellow-creatures, and Ipye of her Creator an(J 
Redeenier, made her unwilling to listen tp details 
of the vices and follies of the wprld. To hear of 
t^hose who violated the laws of Gpd, and ran heedf 
lessly on to their pwn destruction^ was a real grief 
of heart Xo her j and that not ORly on their own 
account, she was also hurt for the glory of Qod, 
and jealoqi^ for his honour. That all mankind 
inight SQ conduct themselves as to aecure the sal^ 
yatiop offered to them ; aqd that \he nan^e pf Gp4 
might bte praised from the rising to tb^ setting sun^^ 
vfdis hfiT ardent desire and mpst fervent piiaycrii 
find tp promote both the one and the pther tb^ 
occupation and joy of her life. 

It would be needless tp naultiply quotations from 
Iser Journal, to illustrate tb^s. One short extract 
inay, however, show it forcib,ly. Upon some OC* 
f^asion, when the ordinances of God bad bee{^ 
slighted, and the divinity of pur bkssed Saviour 
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idemed, fiVie" thus expresses herself r-^^^tbat'^tlie 
whole race oftiafrnkiud would unite in paying thee 
the hduaetge and adoration that are justly due! 
|;bat they would acknowledge thee as King of kings. 
And Lord of iords 1 I am very jealous for tliine 
honour^ Lord God of Hostii! Mine eyes gush 
lout With watcr^ because men dishonour thy name. 
Sut, alas! tkiey know sot what they dol may 
divine grace bring them to a proper sense of their 
duty t O that I could persuade, if it were but 
mie of these misguided persons, to acknowledge the 
4ivinity of our Lord and Saviour." 

The great delight which Mrs* Trimmer took in 
jconltemplating the beauties of nature, should not 
be passed over, as it was a striking feature in her 
character. She had early been taught by her fa- 
ther to make observations on the Works of crea- 
tion ; and had such pleasure in doing this, that to 
her the mere view of the vegetable or the animal 
world,, of the clear expanse of teaven, or the 
«mootb surface of the wat^r, was ecstacy and 
4'apture. . 

. it was her custom, whenever the weathw would 
permit, to walk for a short time in her garden at 
a,« early hour, that she might see the grass and 
flowers when besprinkled with dew ; and her de- 
light in such contemplation was never satiated. 
But then she looked up from these objects to the 
band that formed them ; and, reflecting on the 
greatness and goodness of the Father of the Uni- 
verse, was lost in love and admiration. 
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Tiie lave which Mrs. Trimmer felt for the beau* 
fies of nature^ can scarcely be more accurately 
described than iq a qi^atatiqn fircun the life of Dr; 
Watts, who, in this respect, and in many others^ 
greatly resembled this pious and exemplary. W9^ 
tnan^ 

*' When he went abroad aniipng the scenes of 
rural verdure, beauty, and fruitfuliiiesjs, like the 
bee in its industrious ranges ^r celestial sweets, 
he was solicitous to gather fresh food for heavenly 
conterpplation, or fresh materials and pri^ament^ 
for future compositions* The pastures covered 
with floci^s and herds, the fields wavinc^ with the 
ripening harvests, the gjroves resounding with thi 
melody of tlie birds, enlivened bis. praises, and he 
3a.w, heard, and confessed hi^ God in all. The 
skies by d^y struck hio soul with admiration of the 
immense p;9W§r, wisdom, and goodness of their 
divine Author; tl^ie moon and starry train by night 
incre^3ed hi§ conceptions of the Deity; and in the^ 
qpen ma.nuscript ojf God, tbe wide-extended hear 
vens, he read the letters oif his great and wonder- 
ful name with pjrpfouod^ homage md veneration. 
All that met his eyp ox ejg^r wa§ laid, as it wer^ 
undei; a perpetual tril^ute to yield, him improve<- 
ment, and consecrate and enrich his monients of 
leisure, and n.^cessary cessation from his studies ;. 
and m shor^ nature was only a scale to his devout^ 
soul, by which to ascend to tha knowledge and^ 
adoration of Goi" 
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In a letter addressed to one of her daughters ^ 
few years before her death, and when she was 
under the pressure of ^-ecent affliction, she thu$ 
expresses herself. ** J have been excessively busy 
^ith my own work, and looking over the KlS. of 
a friend. I have fatigued myself, but my mind 
has been kept perfectly easy by this incessant em- 
ployment. Indeed my dear r it has been 

more than easTf, I have enjoyed to a grea,t degree 
the peace of God. While engaged in a work 
which i trust he a.pproves, a sweet serenity has 
filled my soul, and when I walk in my little ga,rr 
den in the evening, and behold the beautiful 
flowers under the bright firmament of I^eayen ; I 
feel a delight which words ca^nnot express. But 
I do MOt expect this serenity to, be uninterrupted ; 
clouds and storms musi aucce^ to. sunshine iQ, 
the moral as well as in the natural work]; I 
am^ thankful for the enjoyment while it is 
granted."^ 

Again upon another occasion she thus speaks, 
V i delight in viewing the wo*:ks of God, igno- 
rant e^s I am of the excellent properties they con- 
tain. They are very bjeautiful and very wonderful^ 
how transcen^ently great and gloriojua must be the 
Author of then^ ! Peirhaps I may be/pieijmitted to. 
explore them when my faculties are improved, 
but even now methinks, when my soul is filled with 
admiration, Iqye, apfi gratitudje in. viewing the 
beauties of Creation^ I anticipate in some degree 
the happiness of a future state/" 
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In a part of her journal she also thus writes, 
*' as I read descriptions of the harmony which 
prevails among th.e woriis of God in tliis lower 
vrorld, I fancy I am in some measure anticipating 
the enjoyment of the next. I can truly say, that I 
adore my Maker, I admire the w^onderful wisdoii^ 
powjBr, and goodness displayed in the smallest of 
liis works. I long to know more of them, not 
ifrom vain euriosity, but th^ I may glorify th^ 
great Author of them — ^yes, it is a delight to me 
beyond imy earthly pleasure to contemplate the 
"wonders of Creadon and Providence* I think I 
could pass eternal ag^s ixi such employment" 

Again, in another part of her Meditations at « 
time of much care and anxiety, she says, ^^ this 
world is a world of tribulation ! Yet it is a woi^ld 
of comfort and consolation too ! And it is a world 
of hope; and heavenly pleasure, may, as I conceive 
be tasted in it in some degfi*ee-^0 it is certainly 
;a great blessing to be brought into existence out of 
BOthing, and to be placed in such a world as this ; 
vvith wha|;*beaudes does it al^und! How delight* 
iul is the society of the good ! How sweet the ten^ 
der intercourse of reiatbnship and friendship! 
Wh^t knowl(5dge may be acquired, and then what 
g^ilea are revealed from Heaven and held out to 
future expectation i — Ve^, it is a goodly world, 
though ei^il be sown in it, But what is this to the 
world beyond the • grave ? Of that my poor &cul« 
ties can form but a fain|; idea, what stages there 
may be betwixt ^rtb and tl}e highest heaven, ift 
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which the Majesty of God is seen, I cannot eoa« 
ceive ; but it is evident froip 3criptur^, that tbera 
ts a Paradise in which those who die in the X^rd 
rest from their labours, md tbeir^worl^s do^^foligw 
them/* 

Soon a^f the publicatiou of Mrs. Barbaukl*s 
^^ Easy Zessons for Chilirm^^ about the year 
)780, Mrs. Trimmer was very much urged by 
pi iirieiid to write something of the same kind, from 
an idea that she would be successful in a similar 
stile /QfpmpositioQ. Encouraged by this opinion, 
she began her ^^ Easyi Introduction to tJic Know- 
ledge of Nature^' which was soon completed ; and, 
pus this specimen of her talent for writing was much 
approved by several of her friends, she was in^e 
ibiced to have it printed* The book soon became 
popqlar, land stili keeps its place in schools and 
private families The design of it was to open the 
minds of children to a variety of information, to 
induce them to make observations on the works 
of nature, and to lead them up to the universal 
^Parent, the Creator of this world and of all things 
in it. 

The stUe of writing adopted in this little work 
was certainly in the first instance, suggested by 
the books of Mrs. Barbauld already mentioned, 
)»ut in pompqsing it Mrs. Trimmer seemed to fancy 
)ierself cooversiqg with her own children in her 
^kccustpmed manner. It appeared to her only 
like putting down on paper some of the instruc-^ 
fiqns she was in the daily habit of giving, which 
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made it a pleasing ds well a; d,x\ easy occupation 
to herself; and the form of it w^ so attractive ' 
and well suited to the comprehension of children^ - 
that many young persons who read ^t, when they 
came afterwards to visit tl^e author, expected tq' 
find the paddock and the flower garden, the beds of 
tulips and ranunculuses, and every tiding precisely 
as mentioned in the book. 

In the first editions of this work the latter par% 
contained a slight Sketch of Scripture Jilstory, 
with an account of the manner in which God re- 
vealed himself to man. This part of the book bo-t 
ing much approved, the author conceived the idea 
of enlarging it ; but finding the subject so copious 
and that it was the one upon which she could th# 
best expatiate, she changed her intention^ jshortenecf 
what she had purposed to enlarge, and ^termined 
to write annotations on the Scriptures in a sepa- 
rate work. 

This latter work was one of considerable labour 
and much study. It is entitled " Sacred Historj/^ 
selected from the Scriptures^ with Annotations anS 
Rejkctions adajyted to the Comprehension of Young^^ 
Fersms.^- This publication confirmed the idea 
that had been raised by the " Easy Introduction^^' 
of the talent which Mrs. Trimmer possessed for 
instilling intQ the m.mds of youth the principles of 
Christianity, and the happy airt with which she' 
was endowed of explaining difficult parts of Scrip- 
ture, and piaking them familiar even to the meanest- 
Rapacity,. ' - ' - 



The first volume cfoly, of the Sacred History 
lyas published in 1782, three more followed in tt^ 
course of the next year, and the other two in the 
succeeding year. Many alterations were made in 
the second edition, and still more in the third, but 
since the publication of the latter no change of 
ally consequence has taken place* 

Of the various publications of Mrs. Trimmer^ 
perhaps it was this which most contributed to the 
great improvements effected by her means in edu- 
cation. Before the appearance of this work, how 
often did it happen that the tender mother was at 
a loj^s to reply to the question of her intelligent 
child when reading the Sacred Volume ; how fre- 
quently did she wish for that help which was now 
afforded her. 

It is most probable that the Annotations and 
Keflectiom would never have been written had n<>t 
the author been the mother of so large a family ; 
since it was the want of an easy explanation of the 
Scriptures which she had herself experienced, wheij 
instructing her children, that induced her to su.p« 
gly the deficiency. 

T^e reader it is presumed will not in \\ii% place 
gbjec^ ^^ ^^ perusal of part of a letter from an 
^xempI^^QiQtbor who had formed the minds of 
her childrea b^ n^eans of Mrs. Trimmer's writings, 

** You^ my 4q$|^ Madam, have beei\ my model 
ever since 1 under^li;, the verj- important Qhargq 
pf educating my childtQDfet cpjr^elf. Your prints 
aAwu my school room;, an<l.;t%^4fBcrip|iQAS of 
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thfem have br ou^ tny children rety forwird hoth 
in Sacred And Profane History. All yotnr other 
books are in my library, and from yotif very valu'* 
able ones—*' The :t)eacher^i Amidni^ " The At- 
tempt to familiarnt the Catechism,^ ** The Sjppla^ 
nation of the Office of Public Baptism ofTnfants^^ 
and the " Compamon to the Book of Common 
Pjrayer/^ 1 hope to make them ^od Christians^ 
and worthy members of society. 

•* YooT Sacred JERstory J M'e are now readirig^ and 
I flatter myself the early impressions they will 
receive from your excellent Annotations and Rc^* 
flections will enter deeply into their hearts, and 
make them ever hold the Sacred Volume in awe 
and reverence. 

" With what gratitude, my dear Madam, roust 
every parent look up to you, for tlie very great 
assistance yoa have given them towards bringing 
up their infant flock ! Had I returned from towD 
without personally thanking you for the many ad- 
vantages I have received from your books, not 
only for my children birt also for myself, I should 
ever have accused myself of ingratitude; fttpre"^ 
sent I am only fearful you thought me rathei: toa 
presuming; but yon will certainly pard^ me the 
liberty I took in waiting on you, wIhh^ I inform 
yon how very greatly i profited /feyvtbe few hours 
I had the happiness of spending: ift yeur company; 
seeing your meth^ with- the Charity Children^ 
taught mei m- wliat tnanner I should j^roceed wit^ 
tfly own.** * ' ' \ 
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Th«i first of Mrs. Trkniiier*s publications metu 
tioned in Iier Journal is the " Fabulous Hist^rm^* 
The iiifteirticm of this little work was to gr?e chil- 
drea proper ideas of the treatme»t of animals > 
luid under the fictitious talc of a nest of Rohu^, 
to inculcate lessons of cUwi^tie. J?jr,|>j^^ ^ Thi» 
book being in the hands of most young people it 
is unnecessary to say much rea$>ectiDg it; the rea-* 
der will doubtless allow it the merit of being t»^ 
genious and interesting^ and of conveying n^uch 
useful instruction under a pleasing form* 

In the year 1786, the first edition of " The 
Occoncmy of Ckarky" was published* Mrs* 
Trimmer was induced to compose Uiis work by 
the applications made to her respecting the for- 
mation and management of Sunday Schools^ wiucfi 
were indeed so numerous that she thought a book 
of general information upon the subject might sare 
trouble and at the same time be tl^ means of in- 
ducing many people to undertake the establish- 
ment of these and other beneficial charitjesw 

The diffusion of knowledge amongst tl:ie po<»r 
U now become so general,, that we cannot easily 
go back to the recollection of the time when, ex- 
cepting the old established Parochial Charity 
Schools, and a few schools endowed or supportect 
by private individuals, there was scarcely an in^ 
stitutioQ for the education of the poor in> the kings- 
dom. Yet this was the case before the establish-r 
ment of Sundays Schools. To Mr. Raikes, of 
Gloucester, the nation is, in the first place, in- 

i 
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trebled for the hai)py idea of collecting tUe childieii 
of the poor together on the Sabbath, and giving 
them instruction suited to the sacredness of the 
day; but JicrhapS no publication on this sub- 
ject was of more utility than ** the Oecenomy of 
Chmi^.'^ Thejjafluence of thiar work was very 
visible wtei it first riiade its appearaiice^ and 
proired a source of inexpressible gratification to 
the author* 

The description of Ihe first assembling of a little 
flock bf untaught children, and the opening of a 
Sunday School had doubtless great weight at the 
moment, aiid will still be read with interest by 
every one who has assisted in similar works of piety 
and charity. The heart will bear witness to the 
truth of the picture, and glow with delight at 
the i:e€ollection of having ever been engaged in so 
goodacatise. 

This work . went through three editions succes-^ 
sively, and then i-emaiiiejd.^ good while out of> 
print Mrs. Trimoaer was frequently solicited to 
reprint it, and at length, in the year 1 80 1 , having 
revised and enlarged it she published a new editioi^ 
suited to the state of charitable institutions at that 
tin^ in the kingdom. 

Nor vi^ere the exertions of Mrs. Trimmer con- 
fined to those charitable institutions recommended 
in htT " Qeconomj/ of Charity ;'^ iit later years 
when the great improvement in the mechanical ar- 
rangemennt of schools and easy method of teach- 
ing numbers to read and write, &c first began i& 
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8pr6ad> it is well known with what an anxious eye 
she watched over those institutions, and that not 
solely from the fear that any thing should be taught 
in them inimical to the Church Establishment of 
these kingdoms, though that was a weighty point 
with her ; but from an apprehension that while they 
were endeavouring to accommodate the instruc- 
tion given in them to Christians of various 
opinions, fundamental doctrines should be laid 
aside, and the general cause of Christianity be 
injured. She always thought it best that the Dis- 
senters from the Church should have separate 
schools lest the accommodations and ceneessions, 
which might be necessary where Christians of va- 
rious denominations were instructed together 
should defeat the end in view, and create indeci^ 
sion of mind instead of unanimity of sentiment. 

" Hie Servants^ Friend'^ succeeded " The Oeco- 
nomy ofCharity^^ and was followed by " The Two 
Farmers'* As mention will be made of these books 
in the Journal, and likewise in some letters written 
soon after the publication of them, it may be suf- 
ficient in this place to say, that the intention of the 
Author was, in the first instance, to convey to the 
lower orders of the people proper sentiments re- 
specting the treatment of animals under a familiar 
form suited to their station in life; her ideas, 
however, soon took a wider range and instruction 
of various kinds was introduced. 

" The Family Magazine^' was another work 
carried on about this time by Mrs. Trimmer, It 

VOL. I. E 



59 

m 

was intended as a book of instruction and amu^e- 
ment for cottagers and servants, and contained 
various matter which had a tendency to improve 
ai>d lead the mind to religion and virtue. 

Each rrumber consisted of a sermon, generally 
abridged from the works of some learned Divine 
of the Church of England ; and of descriptions of 
foreign countries, in which care was taken to make 
the lower orders see the comforts and advan- 
tages belonging to this favoured land, and also to 
render them contented with its laws and govern- 
ment. Other subjects calculated to improve were 
introduced, but the principal part of the original 
matter consisted of *^ Instructive Tales/' which, 
since the Magazine itself has been out of print, 
have been collected into a small volume and pub- 
lished separately. 

These Tales, as- their title denotes were desisn- 
cd to convey to the lower orders of the people 
many instrucive lessons, and also to point out to 
their superiors the propey manner of treating 
them in order to correct many of the faults pecn- 
liar to their humble station in life. The fiction 19= 
laid in a country village, — Mr. Andrews the sup- 
posed Squire of the parish, and his Lady, are re-^ 
presented as having a tender regard for their poor 
neighbours, and as greatly desirous of contributing 
to their welfare and happiness. The character of 
Mrs. Andrews, has by many persons been sup- 
posed to resemble the benevolent Author of the 
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Tales, and doubtless the picture though dr4wn 
without design is something similar. 

About the year 1787, the " Adele ct Theodore'' 
of Madame de Genlis, first made its appearance in 
England. The perusal of this work suggested to 
Mrs. Trimmer, the idea of having prints engraved, 
representing different events in history to hang up 
in nurseries with books of explanation. She ac* 
cordingly selected subjects from ancient history, 
both sacred and profane, and wrote descriptions 
of the prints. These at first were fastened on 
pasteboard, but this method not being found so 
convenient, they were afterwards bound up in a 
small volume. 

Various alterations in these little works have 
taken place since they were first published. At 
present the prints are placed at the head of the 
chapters and not collected in separate books as 
formerly. 

This set of little books consists of " a Series of 
Prints from Ancient History with Descriptions,'' 
** a Series of Prints from the Old Testament, and 
also one from the New Testament ;" " an Abridge 
ment of the Roman History, and a concise History 
of England." The design of them was to initiate 

young readers in the knowledge of history, to 
give them a desire to study it more fully, to im- 
print on their minds some of the leading events, 
and at the same time to accustom them to make 
proper reflections on what they read. 

£2 
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Though it was certainly the Aele et Theodore 
of Madame de Genlis, which was the cause* of 
Mrs. Trimmer's having Historical Subjects en- 
graved, with explanations of them, yet the idea 
of showing children prints of different kinds, by 
way of illustration of the stories related to them, 
particularly from Sacred Writ, was not new to her ; 
she had always been accustomed to amuse her 
own little family in this manner, with such prints 
as fell in her way, and used frequently to enter- 
tain them with anecdotes, to which the pictures or 
prints they met with had a referente. She would 
probably have adopted the plan sooner, if she had 
seen the work of M. Rollin on the " Belles LeU 
tresy' in which he brings forward the same idea ; 
and it is not improbable that Madame de Geiilis 
herself, in the first instance, might be indebted to 
Jiim for the hint. 

" It is much to be desired," says Mr. Rollin, 
** that there were a number of prints made ex- 
pressly for the instruction and amusement of chil- 
dren; and that they bad likewise books containing 
words, phrases, and little histories, adapted to their 
comprehension, printed in large characters. 

^* When they can read sufficiently to join words 
together, short phrases may be given them to read, 
containing some historical fact, or curious circum<« 
stance ; for instance, Cain killed his Brother y Abel^ 
through Envy of his Virtm* The child may then 
be told, who Cain and Abel were ; what envy ^ ; 
aud why Cain envied his brother, &c. &c. ; and 
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prints of the thing he reads about should be shown 
to him. 

" Fathers of families/' continues M. Roliin/ 
" if every one was well instructed himaelf, and 
careful 'to instruct his children and his domestics, 
ought to be the first.masters and the first catechists. 
I read with singular pleasure Avhat M. Fleury re- 
lated to one of his particulaF friends^ in the preli^ 
minary discourse of his Catechism. I knew one 
man, among others, said he, who was competently 
instructed in his religion without having had in his 
childhood any other master than his father. From 
the age of three years, this good man used to take 
his son upon his knees every evening, and relate 
to him, in a familiar manner, sometimes the his- 
tory of Abraham, sometimes that of Joseph, &c. ; 
showing him at the same time, in a book, prints 
of these histories ; and it was one of the family 
amusements to repeat them. When this child was 
seven years pld, the father let him read some of 
the easiest parts of the Bible and Testament,, carer 
fully explaining whatever appeared difficult to bis 
€X>mprehension ; and during the whole of his life, 
this person, thus instructed, retained great love and 
esteem for the holy Scriptures." 

The " Attempt to familiarize the Catechism of 
the Church of England^'' the " Eo'planation of 
the Office of Baptimy'' and the " Comment 071 the 
^ook of Common Prayer^^ sujcceeded. The la^t 
work is in the style of the Annotations on Sacred 
History ^ and chiefly cpnsi^ts of comment^ on the 
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Epistles and Gospels. It is designed to follow 
the '' Sacred History," and makes a volume of the 
same size. 

Several other smaller ivorks, from time to time, 
made their appearance ; such as ^' A little Spells 
ing-Book for Childrmi' " Easy Lessons/* &c. ; 
but as the books for the use of the children of tba 
poor were for some years the great object of Mrs. 
Trimmer's solicitude, it will be necessary to turn 
the attention of the reader particularly towards 
them. 

She had long lamented^ that the instruction in 
charity-schools was given in a vei'y superficial 
manner, and that the children brought up in them 
learnt too much by rote, without being taught to 
understand what they thus committed to memory: 
but when Sunday-schools were set on foot, and 
Mrs. Trimmer became a constant visitor at those 
established in her neighbourhood, the deficiency 
struck her more forcibly, and she applied herself 
with the utmost diligence to remedy the eviU 
Most assiduously did she labour to effect the pur- 
pose she had in view, of improving the method of 
giving religious instructions in charity^^schools, and 
at length happily succeeded 

When her books were completed, she perceived 
that they could not be of all the utility she desired^ 
unless admitted on the list of those published by 
the Society for Promoting Christian K^iowledge ; 
but'this honour, she was sensible, could not easily 
be attained by a female writen The books too 
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included in her plan of appropriate instruction for 
the pQor were numerous ; and, in order to have 
them admitted, it was necessary that they should 
be read by several members of tiie Society. A 
considerable portion of time was therefore requi- 
site for this pur[)0se ; and Mrs. Trimmer was una- 
voidably kept in suspense upon the subject, and 
had many feat's, lest they should be rejected. She 
therefore endeavoured to bring her mind into such 
a state, that in case she should meet with a disap- 
pointment, she might bear it with equanimity ; 
yet still she owned the mortification would bd 
great, as she had flattered herself, that by means 
of these books she might facilitate the study of the 
Scriptures, and be an humble instrument, in the 
hand of Providence, towards spreading the truths 
of Christianity. 

At length, however, she had the happiness of 
hearing, that tha books were approved by several 
of our most orthodox divines, and some dignitaries 
of the Church: and that thev were admitted on 
the list of publications dispersed by the venerable 
Society for Promoting Christian Knomledge^ 
With what humility and gratitude she received 
this intelligence, will be seen in her Journal, The 
reader will easily suppose it must be great in pro- 
portion to the anxiety she had felt upon the occa- 
sion. That her books were likely to be extensively 
useful, was a circumstance of the utmost satisfac- 
tion to her. To be an humble labourer in the 
vineyard of her great Lord and Master, Avas the 
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height of her ambition, and to assist in the great 
M'ork of spreading the knowledge of the Gospel 
amongst the poor^ was dearer to her heart than 
any worldly honours that could have been con- 
ferred on her. The titles of these books may be 
seen in the List of the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian KnowledgCy and therefore need not be inserted 
here ; but it may be added, that some of them, 
though originally written solely for the instruction^ 
of the poor, have been found useful also for chil- 
dren in the higher walks of life. Of this number 
are the " Teachers Assistant^'' and " The Scrip- 
ture Catechism^ Part I. and 11." with the sclec- 
tions from the Scriptures, to which the lectures 
and questions are adapted. 

One more book, and that of no inconsiderable 
importance, belongs to this set, though not in the 
list of the Society for Promoting Christian Know* 
ledge. It is entitled ^' Jl Help to the Unlearned^' 
and contains a short explanation of every cbaptei; 
in the Old and New Testament, in the order in 
which they stand in the Sacred Volume. This 
work may probably be considered as rather above 
the comprehension of the lowest orders of the peo* 
pie ; but it is well suited to intelligent servants, 
and has been much read and approved by many 
persons in superior stations. The observations 
upon the Epistles are the parts of the book upon 
\vbich the author laboured most assiduously, and 
in which, perhaps, she has most happily succeed- 
9^} many of the most difficult passages being 
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clearly explained, and the texts of most general 
practical utility pointed out 

There is still remaining to be noticed a work of 
great labour and intense application, '^ The Guar^ 
dian of Education.^' Mrs. Trimmer was led to the 
composing of it, from observing the mischief that 
had crept into various publications for the use of 
children, which occasioned her such alarm, that 
she feared, if something were not done to open the 
eyes of the public to this growing evil, the minds 
of youth would be poisoned, and irreparable injury 
be occasioned. Her first design was merely to 
write a critique on some of the most objectionable 
of these publications; but as books of a dangerous 
tendency were daily making their appearance, the 
idea was suggested of a periodical work, in which 
books expressly written upon education should be 
examined, as well as those for the use of children, 
and a general view of the subject be brought for* 
ward. 

Mrs. Trimmer certainly was not aware of the 
extent of the undertaking, under the form which it 
assumed ; had she been so, even the zeal which 
she possessed, and her anxiety upon the subject^ 
could hardly have given her courage to make a 
beginning without a coadjutor or assistant of any 
kind. 

It was at first published monthly, but after it 
had been continued some time, the work being too 
laborious for one person, it was determined, to 
taring it out only quarterly; but even this was too 
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great a fatigue, and at length brought on so seri- 
ous an illness, that Mrs. Trimmer was obliged 
entirely to desist, and it was many months before 
she recovered the effect of her great exertions. 

Each number commenced with an original Essay 
on the important subject of Christian Education^ 
the writing of which was perhaps the least diffi- 
cult part of the work, the subject being so fami- 
liar to the author, who possessed at all times a 
great facility of expressing her ideas; but she 
found it a most irksome and fatiguing task to exa- 
mine the great variety of books necessary in order 
to judge of their respective merits. Many through 
which slie waded, were too insignificant for parti- 
cular notice ; and, though not perhaps altogether 
harmless, had not faults sufficiently glaring to 
render it necessary to animadvert upon them; yet 
it was essential for one who undertook to direct 
the public mind upon so important a point to 
peruse whatever books were professedly written' 
for children. 

Since the death of Mrs. Trimmer, the *' Essay 
rcpon Christian Educafiony" has been published 
separately, in one volume. 

In the year 1806, Mrs. Trimmer published a 
pamphlet under the title of *^ A Comparative View 
of the New Plan of Education,'' &c. &c. This 
work, designed to show the dangers attendant on 
the adoption of too generalizing a system of edu- 
cation for the poor, was the beginning of a discus- 
sion which has since much occupied the public, 



59 

end which contributed materially to the rise of 
one of the most useful and important institutions 
that ever was set on foot, the National Society. 

The last of her literary employments was a vo- 
lume of Sermons, abridged from the works of some 
ef our most eminent divines, intended for the use 
of those pious heads of families, who are aocus-* 
tomed to read to their children and servants on a. 
Sunday evening. It is entitled- '* family Ser* 
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From the sketch which has been thus taken of 
the various publications of Mrs» Trimmer, some 
idea may be formed of the versatility of her ta- 
lents, and of the extent of her usefulness. The 
tender mother, who in training up her infant race, 
has received assistance from her labours, will rea-* 
dily bear testimony to the advantages to be de» 
rived from them, nor will the zealous patron of the 
poor refuse the tribute due to her exertions in the 
cause of Piety and Charity. The steady member 
of the Church of England will also allow, that her 
writings were eminently calculated to serve the 
cause of that Establishment, to which she was 
bound by every sentiment of veneration and re« 
gard; nor will the Dissenter, from its tenets, 
refuse her the praise of a gentle and forbearing 
spirit 

• How firmly attached she was to the Church in 
which she was brought up, (and that not merely 
from education and habit, but from principle and 
ratiojaal conviction) innumerable passages in her 
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Journal, as well as all her writings, will clearly 
show. Yet, however strong her attachment to the 
Church, and towever firm her conviction of its 
purity and confornaity to the Scriptures, and the 
practice of the Apostles both in doctrine and in dis- . 
cipHne, this did not shut up her heart, nor blmit 
her benevolent feelings to those who dissented 
from it Her manners to them were always tole- 
rant, mild, and conciliatory, and she ever treated 
them with kindness and attention* 

Nor was her benevolence confined to those, 
who, like herself, looked up with reverence and* 
gratitude to the Saviour of the world ; her heart 
extended itself towards all mankind, and most 
ardently longed for the time when the Jew and the 
Turk, the Infidel and the Heretic, should be with- 
in the fold of the great Shepherd of Israel, an4 
bend together before the throne of the Most 
High. 

Mention has already been made of many of the 
virtues for which she was distinguished, yet others 
have doubtless been omitted, which ought to have 
been named : of this number was her forgiveness 
of injuries, a quality which she possessed in no 
common degree. Few people ever felt more 
acutely than she did, yet none ever forgave more 
cordially. She was ready, not only to do goqd to ' 
those who injured her, but to pray foe those who 
despitefuUy used her, and was never so truly happy 
as when she could show kindness to wy firoiu 
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uhom she had received ill treatment, or confer 
some favour on one who had offended her. 

In characters where the mind bears sucli supe- 
riority to the form, it is not expected that much 
should be said of the latter ; and with regard to 
Mrs. Trimmer, it may be sufficient to remark, that 
her person was pleasing and agreeable, and that 
her countenance bore the marks of a superior un- 
derstanding, and 'was highly indicative of the bene- 
volence and peace which reigned within* 

That one so intent upon fulfilling every duty of 
Christianity, should be particularly blessed with 
that peace of mind which is graciously bestowed as 
a reward for virtuous actions, will not be surpris* 
ing ; but it is encouraging to those who ai'e desir- 
ous of treading the same path, to know that this 
blessing was enjoyed by this meek and pious Chris*- 
tian in no common degree. In innumerable parts 
of her Meditations, and under trials of various 
kinds, she speaks in such terms as the follow- 
ing. 

'^ What an inestimable gift was that which our 
divine .Lord bestowed upon his followers, before 
Jbie left the world'— peace ! that peace whieh pass^ 
eth all understanding : yeS; I can bear witness to 
the reality of my Saviour's bequest How often 
has my mind experienced the delight and comfort 
of this heavenly peace ; and praised be his holy 
iiame for bestowing it upon a race of mortals strug* 
^ling through a world of sin and sorrow ! Hofr 
could I gain tranquillity — how could I be coiQr 
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Ibrted under the sen^e of sins, and the pressure of 
worldly cares, were it not for this blessed peace ? 
What a kind, what a benevolent Being is God ! 
I cannot speak of his goodness in proper terms, 
but I am truly sensible of it, and my soul doth bless 
and praise his holy name !" 

The manners of this excellent woman accorded 
with the simplicity of her character, and were at 
once mild and gentle, modest and unassuming. 
To this may be added, that there was a civility, 
and even dignity, in her deportment, the latter 
rather arising from the real worth of her character 
than from any consciousness of it herself, which 
made it almost impossible to avoid treating her 
with the respect she deserved : yet those who ap- 
proached her with most veneration, were, upon 
further acquaintance, equally bound to her by the 
ties of affection and regard. 

The resemblance, which has already b6eil re*- 
marked, in Dr. Watts to Mrs. Trimmer, respect- 
ing his admiration of the works of nature, may 
likewise be observed with regard to his humility. 
The following passage, from a Serrnon preached 
at his funeral by Dr. Jennings, who was long and 
intimately acquainted with him, is highly descrip* 
tive of the pious subject of these memoirs. In 
speaking of the humility of Dr. Watts, he says: 
** It was like a deep shade, if I may so express if, 
that set off his many graces and virtues, and made 
them shine with a brighter lustre : and as this grace 
had a mighty influence on his heart and temper, 
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so it had no little effect in forming his sentiments^, 
for he never thought he could be laid too low as 
a creature or a sinner, that he might do honour 
to the perfections and grace of God ; and hence, 
in a great measure, arose that high esteem which 
he had for the Christian dispensation, which is so 
apparently calculated to exalt God and humble 
man. Nor was his humility less conspicuous in. 
his outward carriage towards others* Hence 
flowed that condescension and goodness, that hu- 
manity and kindness, which could not but endear 
him to all who had the pleasure of conversing 
with him, and which rendered him venerable in a 
much higher degree than all the honours he re- 
ceived from the world." 

On the 15th of Dec. 1810, Mrs Trimmer 
having nearly attained, what, in the language of 
the Psalmist, is called the age of man, was gent- 
ly summoned, as it is humbly hoped, to brighter 
regions, with scarcely an hour's previous indispo- 
sition, and without any symptoms of illness that 
could alarm her family. As she was sitting in 
her study, in the chair in which she was accustomed 
to write, she bowed her head upon her. bosom, and 
yielded her pure spirit into the hands of her Crea- 
tor and Redeemer. 

Her children, who were accustomed to see her 
occasionally take repose in this manner, could 
scarcely persuade themselves that she was not 
dunk in sleep; and it was not till after some time 
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that they eould be made to believe that it was the 
sleep of death. 

To any one so constantly in preparation for the 
awful summons^ such an end must be considered 
as a blessing ; and to her family and friends it was 
certainly a mercy. What would they not have 
felt» had they seen her suffer great bodily pains ; 
or had she out-lived her mental faculties f Ta 
be deprived of such a parent, a friend, a guide, 
and companion, was in every way afflicting ; but 
perhaps in the manner in which she departed, the 
blow was less heavy than it could have been in 
any other ; and if her loss to her children was irre- 
parable, and never to be forgotten, yet when they 
reflected upon her lively and unshaken faith, her 
stedfast hope, and unwearied charity, they re- 
joiced in the midst of tribulation, trusting that 
through the atonement of a crucified Saviour, in 
whose merits alone she confided, she was passed 
from this vale of tears to regions of never-end- 
ing felicity, . 
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The Prayers of Dr. Samuel Johnson are gene- 
rally esteemed truly pious and beautiful, and are 
pei^baps as much upon the model of those of our 
excellent Church Liturgy, as any in the English 
language. But though so highly approved^ many 
persons have regretted that the Journal, which 
accompanies them, was ever laid before the public* 
To such it may be matter of wonder that this 
Journal should have been the means of Mrs. Trim- 
mer's beginning a self-examination of the same 
kind. It will however be seen, upon the perusal 
of the following pages, that the pious practice fronr 
which she derived so much benefit, was more a 
record of particular events, and her own feelings 
and sentiments upon them, than of trifling omissions 
of duty, such as gave rise to the censure cast upon 
the Meditations of Dr. Johnson. 

From the diary of Mrs. Trimmer, many, it is 
hopedy will learn the duty of jself-examination— 
the comfort and delight of retiring from the world 
to search into the secret recesses of the heart, and 
to hold communion with their God. It is also 
hoped^ that they may be led by it to acts of cha- 
rity and benevolence. All, it is true, have not 
talents by which they can become so widely bene- 
ficial to others ; but if every individual would but 
consider what is \vithin the compass of his own 
abilities, and act up to that, whatever it may be, 
he would soon find many things within his power, 
of which, at the out-set, he thought himself inca- 
pable. 

VOL. 1. 



JOURNAL 



70R THE 



YEAR 1785. 



Sept, 21. I this morning read Dr. Sam. John* 
son's Prayers and Meditations, which affected me 
greatly. If a man of his extraordinary under- 
standing had reason to lament his not keeping a 
journal, how much more need have I of such an 
exercise, to keep me in the path to everlasting 
happiness? Delays are dangerous — good resolu- 
tions ought to be put immediately in execution ; 
I will not therefore defer to another day, what, I 
trust, with the blessing of God, will conduce to 
my improvement in the practice of Christianity, 

And now, O most merciful Father ! let me earn- 
estly implore the assistance of thy Holy Spirit in 
this undertaking ; teach me to know my own heart; 
to understand thy holy will, and enable me to rec- 
tify whatever I shall find amiss in my temper and 
disposition, and to practise every duty which thou 
hast commanded, both towards thee and all my 
fellow creatures. 
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O Lord Jesus Christ, I acknowledge tbee tob^ 
the everlasting Son of the Father, the Redeemer of 
mankind, my heavenly King, my nierciful Saviour, 
and (through the union of thy divine nature) my 
God. O Lord, how is it possible that I should, 
even for an instant, forget thee ? 

Retrospect.. . I rose at six, and passed the morn- 
ing in necessary family business. At breakfast I 
read Dr. Johnson's book, which melted me into 
tears of pity, for the infirmities of such a great man, 
and of humiliation for myself. I poured out my 
soul in a short prayer for divine grace. 

Sept 22. After a night of refreshing sleep, I 
awoke early, and offered up my prayers to God. 
I then looked over my manuscript of Fabulous 
Histories, and made an addition, which I hope has 
a tendency to do honour to my Creator, and inspire 
persons with right sentiments. 

Sept. 23. I had no time to continue my Jour- 
nal yesterday, and so imperfect is my memory, 
that 1 cannot accurately recollect the occurrences 
of the evening, nor my thoughts and conversation ; 
but in general I know, that they were not very pro- 
fitable either to myself or others. 

I passed the afternoon and evening in finishing 
,my Fabulous Histories. My dear husband is 
greatly indisposed. May the Almighty see fit 
shortly to re-establish his health. 

. Sept. 24. O merciful God, without whom I am 
.a. poor w^orthless creature, unfit to offer thee any 
sacrifice, grant me, I most heartily and earnestly 
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tatfeat thee, the assbtance of thy Holy Spirits 
Animate my affections towards thee, and enable 
.me to render thee acceptable thanksgivings for 
all thy abundant mercies from time to time be- 
stowed upon me. 

O Lordy before my infant frame was brought to 
light, thou sawest me in my mother's womb, and 
in thy book were all my members written, when 
as yet none of them were visible to human eyes. 
Receive, O Lord, my grateful acknowledgments 
for thy goodness, in giving me all my limbs and 
faculties, a good constitution, and a rational 
soul. By thee I was sustained whilst I bung 
upon the breast ; thou didst protect me in my io- 
fant state, and didst defend me from the various 
accidents to which that tender age is exposed. 
Tliou didst bless me with good parents, capable 
of supplying me with all the necessaries of life ; 
and didst bestow thousands and thousands of be* 
neflts upon me before I was sensible of the least 
of them. Accept, O Lord, my unfeigned thanks* 
givings for these also. Let me ever retain the most 
grateful sense of them I 

O Lord, in the season of youth, when number* 
less dangers surrounded me, when the pleasures 
of the world put forth their alluring attractions, 
thou, by thy grace, didst preserve me from their 
fatal contagion. Many instances I can now re* 
collect, but thousands have escaped my memory, 
in which thy grace restrained me from error and 
«in, and thy Providence protected me from dan- 
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gers, into which thoughtless inexperience would 
have precipitated me. By my early removal from 
the place of my nativity, I was excluded from 
youthful companions, and thrown into company of 
a graver turn. Many things which I then lament* 
ed as misfortunes and mortifications, were, I am 
now convinced, the greatest benefits I could at 
that time receive. O accept my grateful thanks^ 
givings for thine abundant kindness. Particularly, 
O Lord, I desire to acknowledge thy great goodr 
xiess in giving me a pious father, who taught me 
betimes to lore and reverence thee. I recollect, 
O God, with pleasure and gratitude, the happiness 
and comfort I enjoyed in having an affectionate 
brother, and I return thee most humble thank^ 
for enabling me to resign myself to his loss, and 
to rejoice that be was r<eleased from a painful ex? 
isteuce, and removed by an instantaneous stroke 
of Providence (as I trust) to thy presence. O 
may I, assisted by divine grace, imitate bis virtues, 
and at last join him, and the rest of thy faithful 
servantsi, in the icingdom of beaven ! 

O Lord, I bless thy boly name for tby greajt 
goodness, in giving me Qtie of the best of hysbands-; 
enable me to perforpi my duty towards him as ^ 
Christian wom^n ^ught to dp. O shower down 
thy blessings uppa bim ; grant bjiop health, strength, 
and cheerfulness to perform the arduous task apr 
pointed him. Grant him peace and serenity ojT 
Xnindi that he may pass through this life with foqir 
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fort, and prepare for one of endless bliss and hap-^ 
piness. 

O Lord, let me add my sincerest thanksgiving^ 
for the invaluable blessing of pious, discreet, duti- 
ful children. Continue to them, I beseech thee, 
thy grace and heavenly benediction, that they may 
daily irfiprove in every Christian virtue ; and, 
finally, be received as thy children into the king- 
dom of thy beloved Son ! O preserve them from 
all the dangers of a sinful world, and mercifully 
grant that we may continue an united family, in- 
terchanging aflfectiori and good offices, and serving 
thee with faith and hope. 

Liord, bless my dear father-in-law. Grant him 
in his latter days peace and tranquillity of mind. 
JCeep him from sorrow, and let hini set like a 
summer sun, in glory. And, O Lord, teach me, 
by his exam]ple, to love thy holy word, and to 
consider it as the* only source from whence 1 can 
derive comfort in old age. 

Sept S6. I this morning prayed with more fer- 
vour than I have been able to 'do for some time, 
and felt that inward peace and serenity, which the 
world cannot give, I wrote some of the Commem 
tary on the Epistles ; this employment makes me 
happy. But the greatest part of the day passed 
unprofitably ; a torrent of company has obliged 
me to waste it in frivolous conversation. These 
sacrifices of time are unavoidable, to those who 
live in society in an age like this. Yet who, that 
knows the value of time, would not, like me, regret 
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diat any of it should pass without Improvement?: 
I am not quite satisfied with myself: some things,, 
which I recollect to have said in the course of con-* 
versation, were not perfectly consistent with tlie 
rules of Christian charity. The faults and errors 
of a fellow-creature are matters of commiseration. 
O Lord, teach me, I most humbly pray thee, 
to restrain my tongue from evil speaking, and to 
throw a veil over the imperfections of others, un- 
less their good, or that of society, can be promoted 
by revealing them. 

Sept- 27. 1 laid me down, but not in peace; 
my night was restless, my spirits agitated with 
various cares. 

Why art thou so heavy, O my soul ? and why 
art thou disquieted within me ? Put thy trust ini 
God, for I shfidl yet give him thanks, who is tl^e 
help of my countenance, and my God ! O delight- 
ful reflection \ He in whom I trust, is almighty, 
all-wise, and all merciful. Of whom then, and 
of what, shall I be afraid ? I will now pursue that 
delightful work, which I have ever found effica- 
cious to the composing of my mind. I will open 
that divine volume, which has never yet failed to 
restore my traaquillity, amidst the greatest trials 
and aflSictions, which have ever befallen me. O 
Lord, prosper my undertaking. 

Sept 28. I hope I have not spent this day un- 
profitably, since it has been devoted to family em- 
ployments, and to transcribing the Commei^ts on 
the Epistles* O Lord^ assist me by thy Holy Spi- 
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rit, to^ understand every text, and enable me to 
select the best exposition of them. Grant, I most 
humbly beseech thee, that I may conform my life 
to the precepts of thy holy religion, and prove an 
humble instrumeat in exciting a love of it in 
others. 

O Almighty Father, eternal and most merciful 
God, the universal benefactor of all thy numerous 
creatures ; how qan I lifi up my face towards thy 
throne, iaden, as I am, with sing and infirmities? 
O Lord, I acknowledge, with the deepest contri- 
tion, that I have repeatedly offended against thy 
holy laws, though they have long been my particu- 
lar study, and though lam fully convinced that they 
are perfectly just and holy, and such as I well 
know would, if followed, be most conducive to my 
eternal happiness. My offences are more in num* 
ber than the hairs of my head. There is no health 
in me : I have no merit to plead, for which I could 
claim the least of thy favours; and were I not cer- 
tain that thy mercy is infinite, as wi^U as thy jus- 
tice, my soul would be overwhelmed with despair. 
But I know thou )?vilt pot reject the returning 
sinner who calleth upon thee. I therefore, with 
humble confidence, founded on thy divine pro- 
mises, and the merits of thy beloved Son^ presume 
to implore thy gracious ^Qrgiveness» 

O Lord, thou knowest/ that notwithstanding my 
errors, I most sincerely love thee. O my God, 
^ first dcsirp- of my heart is to render tjiee ac- 
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ceptable service ; but how can I^ weak and wretdi* 
cd creature, do this without thy aid ? O iiear me 
when I cry unto thee, as I do from the bottom of 
jny soui; to grant me the assistance of thy Holy 
ijpirit O Lord, give me that peace, which the 
world cannot give ! Grant me, I most heartily 
pray thee, the comfort of thy help again. O Lord, 
jiear me ! have mercy upon me : deliver me from 
all my troubles, for the sake of Jesus Christ, my 
ever blessed Redeemer, the King of Glory, the 
.eternal Judge. 

P Lord, to these my fervent prayers, let me 
add my most grateful thanksgivings : were I to 
;»pend the remainder of my days in praising the^ 
I could not render thee the acknowledgments due 
for the mercies and benefits I have already re- 
^ceived at thy hands. 

Oct 2. O blessed and adorable Lord God, 
let me, with the returning day, renew those praises, 
which were last night interrupted. Accept my 
thanksgivings for all the mercies of the night past: 
for preserving me and my dear family from fire 
and thieves, from sudden death, and other cala- 
. mities. I thank thee for thy great goodn^s, in 
vpuchsafing Jto my dear husband a comfortable 
^ight, and racing him up with better health. O 
mercifully restore him, if it be thy good pleasure 
iind ^rant bm a longer continuance in this 
world. 



\ 



74 

O blessed: Jesus» tiie only Son of ihe most high 
God, the Divine Word by whom he created aii 
things, the Lord, by whom, from the beginning, 
he has governed ail creatures, the benevolent 
teacher of true righteousness, the Redeemer of 
mankind ; receive, I beseech thee, the willing ho- 
mage of a heart, which earnestly desires to devote 
itself to tby service ; which seriously resolves to 
obey thy laws; to imitate, as far as human infir- 
mity will permit, thy divine example. O Lord, 
look upon me with that compassion with which 
thoii art wont to behold those who, with a truly 
penitent heart, turn unto thee. Grant me a com- 
fortable sense of thy favour ; accord me that grace, 
without which I am nothing. O gracious Saviour, 
€very day's experience teaches me to set a higher 
value upon those inestimable benefits, which thou, 
by thy meritorious sufferings and death, bast pro- 
cured for mankind : mercifully grant me an inte- 
rest in them. Let me never lose sight of the 
glorious rewards, which thou hast promised to 
those who endeavour to do the will of thy hea- 
venly Father. O Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee ! blessed Saviour, grant me thy benediction. 
.Hold up my going in thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not; and, finally, conduct me to thy glorious 
presence: as the hart panted after the water brooks, 
so longeth my soul for thee, my Saviour and my 

God! 

Be with me, O Lord, this day, that I may be 
enabled to pass it in a proper manner. Let none 

5 
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of these sacred hours^ which ought to be devoted 
to religious duties, be wasted or trifled away. Pre- 
iserve me, whilst engaged in the public offices of 
religioni in the house of my God, from all wa»- 
dering thoughts and anxious cares for the mor- 
row. 

Oct. 5. I rose at a little after six, and began 
immediately the Paraphrase on St Jude's Epistle, 
of which I wrote twelve verses ; and now I will, 
before I engage in the business of the day, offer 
tip my prayers, praises, and thanksgivings at the 
throne of grace. 

O Lord God, heavenly Father ! I return thee 
my unfeigned thanks for all thy mercies from time 
to time bestowed upon me, from the first moment 
of my existence to the present hour ; but, above all, 
for the means of grace and for the hope of glory, 
afforded me through the merits of our blessed Ke- 
deemer, Jesus Christ. I thank thee also for the 
mercies bestowed upon my dear husband and 
children. Grant them grace to acknowledge 
and improve them to thy honour and glory. I 
thank thee, O my God, for all the blessings be- 
^stowed upon ttiis sinful land, for averting those 
heavy judgments which might justly be inflicted 
on it, and for preserving the life of our gracious 
Sovereign. Bless him, I most humbly besemh 
thee, with thy favour, ajxd grant him in health 
and peace long to live. Bless the Queen aaord 
^ Royal Family, and grant them grace to know 
and serve thn.. O Lord, I implore thy divine 
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pity and com))assion for all who are in any kind of 
afiSof ion, either of body or mind. 

Eight o'clock. I have passed this day with to- 
lerable tranquillity, and I hope I have not spent 
it idly : my conscience does not reproach me with 
any great sin ot error, though I am sensible of 
great infirmity. My dear husband is still indis^ 
posed. O Lord, I most humbly beseech tbe^ 
preserve his life, restore his health, and enable me 
to give him comfort by a tender and sympathizing 
jcare of him. Mercifully grant, if it be thy good 
pleasure^ that we may live together long enough 
to see our dear family setded and provided for. 
In the mean while vouchsafe us thy grace, that 
we may live so as to be objects of divine favour, 
, and as becomes the servants of the blessed Jesus. 
O Lord, I beseech thee to take me, and all that 
belong to me, under thy protection : preserve us 
from all perils and dangers ; and, if it be thy good 
pleasure, add another day to our lives, that we 
may have further opportunity of serving thee upon 
earth ; or if it is thy blessed will to put a sudden 
period to the existence of any of us, O pardon our 
sins, and receive us to thy mercy, for our dear 
Saviour*s sake, to whom, with thee, and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end* 

I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest, 
for it is thou, O Lord, who makest me to dwell in 
safety. In vain are all anxiety and care without 
thy blessing. Except the Lord keep the city, 0^ 
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watchman waketh but in vain. It is in vain that 
those who have children awake early and retire 
late to rest, unless the Lord bless their industry ; 
but he will give to his beloved sleepy that kind re* 
storer of exhausted nature. Lord, to thy hands I 
commit myself, my soul and body, trusting to thy 
fatherly care. 

Oct 4. I have passed this day with great sere- 
nity of mind: ray dear husbands health is im* 
proved ; my children all welL 

O merciful God, by whose providence I am 
brought to the conclusion of another day, receive 
my most humble acknowledgments of thy great 
goodness, in thus extending my life; O grant me 
thy grace, that not a minute of the future time 
thou art pleased to allot me, may pass without 
improvement I praise thy holy name for all the 
blessings of creation, preservation, redemption^ 
and sancdfication. May I ever keep in mind that 
thou art the everlasting source of them ; that with- 
out thy creative power I should have been nothing; 
without thy preserving power, I should have pe- 
rished as soon as I saw the light, nay, before I 
was bom into the world. Without thy redeeming 
love, I could hav^ had no hopes of a happy and 
eternal life ; and without thy sanctifying grace, T^ 
could never have gained admittance to thy hear* 
venly kingdom. 

O jLord, my heart b willing to pray, but bodily 
infirmity and fatigue overpower my faculties ; I 
must seek that refreshment and repose wiwk tfaQU 
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graciously grantest to tbe weary. O guard me 
while I am lost in forgetfulness^ whilst my natural 
powers both of body and mind are suspended* 
Keep me from all dangers, and grant me quiet 
sleep ; vouch^fe to my dear husband a perfect 
recovery, and take my children also to the arms 
of thy mercy. O Lord, mercifully pardon the 
imperfections of my prayers, and save me, for 
Jesus Christ's sake. Amen ! 

O merciful Saviour, whom my soul honours with 
the most profound veneration ; whom, with the 
full consent of ray reason, I acknowledge to be 
the divine word, the eternal Son of the eternal 
Father, God truly and essentially incarnate ia 
human nature. O grant me the aid of thy Holy 
Spirit in that work which is designed to assist the 
young and ignorant in the knowledge of the Scrip-* 
tures. The perusal of this holy volume continu-*- 
ally makes my heart to glow with the delightful 
sensations of hope, joy, and gratitude. O open 
thou my mind, that I may fully understand what 
relates to thy divinity, and enable mc to convey 
this knowledge to others. In this heavenly sci- 
ence mere human reason can go but a little way ; 
by the aid of the Holy Spirit alone, can divine re^ 
velation be understood. With the humblest sense 
of my own inability therefore, O blessed Lord, I 
apply myself to thee, beseeching thee to vouchsafe 
me, in this important undertaking, tbe guidance of 
thy Holy Spirit Grant that I may nekher enter- 
taia erroneous opmbns, nor propagate them. ia tlie 
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world ; and graciously give success to my labours, 
so far as they are consistent with the honour of thy 
holy religion. Make me an humble instrument of 
rescuing thy holy name from contempt. O blessed 
Saviour, with grief of mind do I hear it derided. 
With sorrow I view the attempts of weak men to 
derogate from thy glory, and level thee to the rank 
of mere mortality. O vindicate thy cause: change 
the hearts of those mistaken persons, and enlighten 
their minds, that they may know thee as thou art, 
whilst they have opportunity to repent before that 
awful day, when thou shalt appear in dreadful 
majesty, as the Judge of all the world. Merci- 
fully grant, that I may constantly bear in mind the 
account which I must render at this dreadful tri- 
bunal ; and that when the last trumpet shall sound, 
I may joyfully obey its summons, to meet thee, 
my blessed Lord, in the air, and follow thee to 
thy heavenly kingdom, where thou sittest at the 
right hand of God the Father; to whom, with thee, 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen* 

Oct. 8. I had a comfortable serene night, and 
rose a little after six, and went on with the Para- 
phrase of St John's Epistles. 1 am more and 
more convinced of the divinity of our blessed Re- 
deemer. 

O Lord, the eternal and ever-glorious God, 
who dwellest in the light which cannot be ap- 
proached ; before whose awful presence the high- 
est angel bows down with the profoundest venera* 
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tion : m what language shall a podi^^ sinful mortal 
address thee? Q Lord, I am sensible of the im- 
perfections of my nature, which I have still de-^ 
based by sin, and should not dare so much as to 
lift up my eyes unto heaven, but that thou hast 
graciously invited me to come unto thee,^ and hast 
appointed a mean of rendering mc worthy to ap- 
proach thee. With the utmost gratitude I avail 
myself of thy grace, and cast myself before thee, 
imploring thy mercy and favour, for the sake of 
my blessed Redeemer. O merciful Father, save 
me, I most earnestly beseech thee, for his sake — 
let his merits and intercessions prevail in my be* 
half — Wash me in his blood, cleanse me from all 
my former sins ; and assist me, I humbly beseech 
thee, in avoiding a repetition of them. 

Psalm 1st. O Lord, thou hast pronounced him 
blessed that walketh not in the counsel of the un« 
godly, neither standeth in the way of sinners. 
Grant me thy grace, that I may be able to obtain 
this blessing ! 

My delight is in thy law, and in thy law do I 
meditate day and night. Grant that I may be 
like a tree planted by the water side that bringeth 
forth his fruit in due season : let the effect of my 
meditation be good works. 

Grant to me and my dear family, I most hum- 
Uy beseech thee, such a share of Avorldly pros- 
perity as is consistent with our interest in thy 
eternal kingdom: and make all things that are 
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done agreeably to thy. Hply^ Will, to prosper in our 
hands ! 

Let us not be like the ungodly when the wind 
driveth them like chaj^T; neither let us perish in 
the Day of Judgment, but preserve us among the 
congregation of the rightepus ! , ; 

Psalm 2d» O Lord Alm^ty ^Eather, I do not 
oppose the king whom thou bast 3et up on thy holy 
hill of Sion. I acknowledge tiiy Divine Son, I 
will serve him with fear, and rejoice before .him 
with reverence all the days of my li/e» ^ I am rea- 
' dy to pay him daily homage. O lay not the rod 
of thy wrath upon me, but bless me for I trust in 
niy Saviour ! 

Psalm 3d. L.ord how are they enci'eased, that 
trouble me^ many are they that rise up against me. 
But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me, my. glory 
and the lifter up of my head. I cried unto the 
Lord with my voice and he heard me out of his 
holy hilL I laid me down and slept, and rose 
again for the Lord sustained me. I will not be 
afraid of the troubles that surround me for Salva- 
tion belongeth unto the Lord, and his blessing is 
upon his people. 

Psalm 4. Hear me when I call O God of my 
righteousness, thou hast often enlarged me when 
I was in distress, have mercy upon me now, and 
hear my prayer. I will not turn thy glory into 
shame by leading a life unworthy of my Christian 
profession. I will not love vanity, nor wa^te ray 
precious time in idle pursuits* 

VOL. I. G 
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I know that the Lord hath set apart him that 
is godly for himself. If I devote rayself to his ser- 
vice he will hear me when I call upon him. I 
will stand in awe of him, and coxomH no presmnp- 
tQOBTS sin. I will comniiine with my own heart on 
my bed, that I may preserve my mind from turbn^ 
lent passions. I wH offer the sacrifice of righte- 
ness, — a broken and contrite heart : this I will 
offer before the throne of Grace. I will receive 
the cup of Salvation, and call uponr the name oi 
my blessed Redeemcr.^ In his merits will I trust — 
on the mercy of my God ^ill I rely. 

There be many tliak say, who shall shew us any 
good. L(6]ti Hft thou up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us, and every gloomy thought shall flee 
away like dew before the sun. Thou by thy Di^ 
vine Grace, and through the hope of eternal glory 
hast put joy and gladness in my heart more than 
the worldly minded could knoW in the highest tide 
of prosperity. I will lay me down in peace, I 
will arise with humble confidence,^ for whilst I 
serve the Lord he will assuredly make me to dwelf 
in safety. Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider 
my nieditatioii. Hearken unto the voice of my 
cry, my King, and my God, for unto thee will I 
pray. ' My voice shalt thou hear in the morning,, 
G Lord ; in the morning wall 1 direct my prayer 
unt9 thee, and 'will look up: for thou art not a 
God that hast any pleasure in wickedness, neither 
shall any evil dwellwitii thee, I will therefore strive 
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to practiiserighteouXfies^; thiirf May afiter tblstrutt^ 
iitory life be aditiitted to thy glorious presente I * 
Nov. 19. O, gracious God l accept my utr* 
feigned prailsesS &tid tfianksgivings for all thy 
mercies from time to tiiQe bestowed' upon me and 
my dear family t particularly fot the means of gractf 
and hopes of glory* I thank thee, for the piousr 
dispositions of my dear children. O Lord, showed 
down upon them thy heavenly benfediction^ antf 
grant that they may be thy faithful servants to thd 
end of life, and in the world to come partakers o7 
the kingdom of thy deaf Son. lx)rd, bless us and 
keep us ; make thy face to shine upon us, and b6 
^acious unto us ( Lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us and grant us peace* Amenf 

Lord, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

I virill praise tl>ee, O Lord, with my whole hearty 

1 will shew forth all thy marvellous works. I wilt 
be glad and rejoice in thee, I will sing praise to* 
thy name, O thou most hfgh^ Lord, how excel- 
lent is thy name in all the earth t who hast set 
thy glory ethove the heavens. ^ When I consider 
the heavens the work of thy bands, the moon, and 
the stars which thou bast ordained. What is* 
man that thou art mindful of hhn, or the son of 
man that thou visHcst him ? 

Have meixy upon me, O God, consider my 
trouble, that I may shew forth all thy praise ; I will 
rejoice in thy Salvation. The Lord shall endure 
for ever, be will be a refuge for the oppressed, a ra- 
fage in time of trouble ; and they ttoat know thy 
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a»0lt wfU pttt tfaeii ffWt in thee. In fbe Lord ptit 
I my trust How sAy ye, then to my soul, that 
the shoulc) flee as a bird unto the hill? I have 
trusted in thy mercy, my heart siiaU rejoice in thy 
Salvation, I. will work rigbteousnei&is, I will speak 
|be truth from my heait. I wHl neither hack-bite 
my neighbour, nor do evil to him, neither will I 
take up reproach against him. I will contemn 
ydin persons so as to avoid the contagion of their 
bad example ; I wiH honour them that fear thee. 
O Lord,^ I will strive to form myself to thy Divine 
Image, let me therefore abide in thy Tabernacle, 
I^ct me dwell upon thy holy hill ! Preserve me, O 
God, for in thee do I put my trust ; I will set thee 
always before me, 

Nov. 22. O Almighty and merciful Father,r 
who in thine infinite goodness bast thi^ night blest 
ine with qubt repose, and brought me to the begin* 
ning of another day ; receive, I beseech thee, my 
humble praises and thanksgivings, for these a|fid all 
thy other mercies bestowed upon me, my dear 
husband and family. O Lord, grant os thy divine 
protection, regard us as pait of the family of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and grant i»s grace to with* 
stand the temptations of the worlds the iesh and 
the devil. Look down with pity and loving 
kindness on me and all who are near and dear to 
ine. 

Nov. 23. O Lord, every day thou renewest 
thy blessings, and every day will I renew iny 
pri^ses. My voice shall thou bear betimes in the 
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nopiiing, early in the ixioromg will I dmctiqy. 
prayer unto thee. Praised be thy name, O JLord^ 
for all thy bles&ings bestowed upon mankind in ge* ' 
neral ; particularly for those of creation and re* : 
demption. Pa*aised be thy holy name for tb^ 
blessings bestowed upon this country^.and our good 
Sovereign. Praised be thy holy name, for that 
share of them which thou hast graciously allotted 
to my dear family. Praised be thy holy Jiame, for 
the particular mercies bestowed upon me in mj . 
own person. O Lord, give to all thy fieiichful peo- 
ple grace that they may be seasible of llie benefits ; 
they enjoy and be thankful for them. r ^ 

Nov- 25, Mercifully receive, O ]^cious and" 
Almighty Father, this early tribute of my praises^' 
and thanksgivings, for thy preservation of me, my 
dear husband and children^ froip the pedis and 
<lan^rs of the night past; aad^^ableus,- by tby 
^ace, to spend the prese^ot day to thy iioQOur an^ 
glory. 

Ix)rd Jesus Christ, the only Son of the father 1 
the everlasting Word I tlie eternal King! receive 
the willing homage of my soul. O Lord,, i earn- 
lestly desire to be numbered with thy servants, to 
follow thy divine example, to obey the Father in 
all .things; mercifuMy assist my weak endeavour^, 
^enable me to under^^i^ my. duty» and gjve n^e 
grace to practise it. 

Dec. 4; What a cha^n ih my Jottmal : Various 
are my avocations, y^t . hencisfcirth I resolve to 
i^eep a stricter account of my time. How thq^e 



A%y9 lebich I have qoiss^c} Iislyg been pwe^ I can* 
lUQt perfectly recoU^et This day it shall be iny 
endeavour to rajse-^iy thoughte to God and to 
pass the Sahbath in an acceptable manner. 

. Praised be thy nanae, God, for all thy un- 
merited benefits beatowed upo^ me and my fa,* 
mily ; upon th^ llnd we live in, and upon our 
good Sovereign. Shpwer down thy choicest bless • 
ings upon him, his Queen, and Progeny; and grant 
him peace all the days <fi his Hfe. 

O-my sonl, I will, ever, rejoice jp thy Solvation ; 
blessed Saviotifr, I am truly 3en8ible of the in- 
estimable value of ,tbp3e privileges whic;h thou lias^ 
purchased for me, an^ to possess them i|s the 
highest object of my w^ishes. 

," Do I pot love thee, my Lord ^ 
Behold Tpy heart and see. 
Would I not turn each Idol out. 
That dares to rival thee ? ' . 

** Hast ihpvL a kmb in all tliy flock, 
I would disdain to feed ? 
Hast thou a foe before whose face, 
X fear thy cause to pieced i 

** Woiild Dfljt my ardent spirit vie. 
With angels round thy throne, 
To execute thy sacred will, 
And make thy glory known ? 

^* WoqU Apt my Jiefu;! pour forfd^ itt blood, 
Jn honjor of thy name ? 
And chaUenge the cold hand of death . 
Tp damp the immpf tal flame f 
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^* Thou knowst I love thee, gracious Lord ! 
But O ! I long to soar 
Far from the sphere of mortal Jojl, 
And learn to h)ve thee more V 

I beseech thee, O merciful Lord, to assist tne 
with thy Holy Spirk in the work I am now goiug 
to pur&ue, enlighten my iinderstanding, that I may 
perfectly comprehend the truths and doctrines of 
thy Holy Religion, and teach me to commufiicate 
this knowledge to others. O Loixl, look with^ pity 
upon tlie rising generation of youth, and rescue 
them from the dreadful effects of vice and infideli-- 
ty, that this kingdom may be a holy nation devoted 
to thy service, and that thy Tabernacle may abide 
in It Ameni Ameni 

Dec. 13. On Sunday I was not able to go to 
Church, my little girl being very ilL I regretted 
very much missing the Sacrament. 

O Lord anB Heavenly Father, I am fully con- 
vinced of the supreme excellency of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, that he is superior to the highest 
of created Beings. I am ready to obey his Gospel 
as a heavenly call to faith and obedience. I look 
forward w4tb l^ope and confidence to the eter- 
nal re^ which thou hast prepared for thy faithful 
servants: mercifully grant me thy grace, that I 
may be preserved from the deceitfulnes of sin, and 
ever retain the con^dence of my bopp. O Lord 
Jesus Christ 1 the same yesterday, to days and for 

* Dr. Watts. 
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^er, receive the willing homage of my heart. O 
guide me, lead me, protect me, bless me! Take 
also my dear husband and children under thy di- 
vine guidance and . pr<!>tectiQn. ; preserve us from 
all the perils of the approaching nighty and raise us 
i^..agaii|.tQ prais^JLhec I Praised be thy mercy, O 
my- God! for. tb^tt peace and serenity thou hast 
lately afforded me, graciously continue, tp me this 
in valuably, blessing. Amen ! Amen ! 
• Dec* JS- From the day I wrote my Journal 
la$t» I have found no time to continue U, through 
clp^e attention to the Paraphrase. I mean to re^ 
strain myself from too eager a pursuit of this work, 
for one duty must not supersede another. I do 
npt recollect any particular folly or sin, but such 
as I trust will be imputed to the infirmity of hur 
man nature^ ^d pardoned for my dear Redeemer's 
sake. 

Dec. .24, I W93 prevented from going to 
Church on Sunday morning; my little girl con- 
tinuing yery ill. I went in the afternQon to pray- 
ers, )n the evening I wrote the Paraphrase, and 
read one of Jor tin's Sermons to the family.. The 
week has been a yery bu3y one, I l:iave;had but 
little time for retirement^ what I have had has 
been chiefly devoted to the Paraphrnse, in ^hich I 
have made soipe progres3. 

O merciful Father, with the humhksat gratitucfe 
I renew my praises and tbank^givinga, for all thy 
mercies bestowed upon me and my family, pai:^\ 
ticularly for those of the last w^ek, earnestly im* 
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ploring a contimiaoce of thy grace, and . boaYenljr. ; 
benediction. Blessed Jesus, I am resolved if my. 
life be spared till to-morrow, to renew my baptis- 
mal vow at thine altar: be graciously pleased to 
prepare my heart by the influence of thy Holy 
Spirit, that I may celebrate this holy ordinance in 
an acceptable manner. O heavenly Father, to thy 
divine protection I resign myself, my dear husband 
and children, humbly trusting to thy providential 
care for our preservation from all the perils of* 
darkness ; mercifully pardon all those sins w hich 
have rendered us unworthy of thy favour, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our blessed Redeemer. 

Dec. 31. In casting my thoughts back on the 
preceding year, I reflect with the utmost gratitude 
on the goodness and loving kindness of my hea- 
venly Father. I desire, therefore, O gracious 
God, to close the year with an humble acknow- 
ledgment of thy unmerited favours to me, a poor, 
weak, siniul creature ! I hope I have made-some 
progress both in Christian knowledge and pjractice; ' 
yet, O Lord ! how manifold have been my ^qs: 
and infirmities t Thou hast merciftiHy afforded' 
me a large portion of divine grace; but I have not 
improved in proportion to the advantages which I ' 
have possessed* 

O Lord, I render thee hearty and unfeigned 
praises for all the^ mercies of the year past, for 
preserving the lives of me, ai^d my dear husband 
an'd 'chihtrerf J "for" Confinuing"^to us the " use'bf duf 
reasoning faculties, atod all our senses; Tor'suppTy- 



ing us with the necessaries of life ; for preserving 
us from all those evil accidents to which human 
nature is liable; for relieving both our spiritual and 
bodily wants ; for the aid of thy Holy Spirit and 
the hope of eternal salvation. In particular, O 
Lord, I render thee my humble and most grateful 
thanksgivings for relieving my mind from the 
anxious cares which lately oppressed it, and grant- 
ing me such peace and tranquillity as the world 
cannot give. O Lord, receive this my humble 
tribute, and continue to me thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, for Jesus Christ's sake; to whom, 
with thee, and the Holy Spirit, be all honour and 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen ! 



Mrs. Trimmer was always much averse to read- 
ing books of controversy, and never liked to dis- 
turb her mind by them ; her reasons for avoiding 
them may be seen in the following letter, to a lady 
who had recoamiended to her perusal several works 
of that kind. 



TO MRS. S. 



•• 



— — •— — You certainly have a rights 
my d^ar Madam^ to study divinity in the way most 
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.satisfactory ta yourself; and I am Borry I Md ofik 
liged, by reasoii: and conscieacei to dlffi^r from you 
IB so important a point; but the method you re« 
^commend is such as I can never adopt. Thus faff 
1 agree with you, that it is proper for persons in- 
,ad\^anced life to think for themsdves, and^ %ardr 
the Scriptures in order to: see whether the things^ 
they have been previously taught are sa or not; 
but I do not' think there is any need to csdl iit 
human midy to assist even a common understiiLnd- 
ing \xi finding out the doctrines of the Church of 
England^ in the writings^ of the Evangelists and 
Apostles; to my apprehension they are plain and' 
obvious; nor did 1 read the works of orthodO)c di- 
vines for this purpose, though I acknowledge tbej^ 
have helped to establish the faith which I built' 
upon the Scriptures, as the only sure founda* 
tion. 

During my early years I relied upon the judg- 
ment, and took up the opinions of a parent, who 
,had made Polemic Divinity his particular study,' 
and who cautioned me against following his es^am- 
plo in that particular, as he said it had at times ^ 
greatly disturbed and perplexed his mind, thbugh" 
it ended at last in a firm belief of the doctrines of 
the Established Church. I saw this dear parent 
lead a life of exemplary piety, and I beheld him 
.die the death of the righteous. Convinced that he 
had chosen the right way, I resolved to obey his 
injunctions, by avoiding those publications which 
jbe; warned me againtet; and when I came to years 
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of maturity) instead of giving up my tiiind to fe* 
searches into the various opiaious of human be- 
ings, I set myself seriously, to examine the prioci- 
j^ in which! had been educated, by the Word 
irfGod* This I have repeatedly done with the 
niost perfect satisfaction; and having no doubts^ 
why . should I seek to raise them ? I have, it is 
true^ read many books of divinity; but very few^ 
t^at I can recollect of a ix>ntro versial nature. If 
I found It iiecessaiy to read one side of the argu- 
ment, I should tbbk it incumbent upon me to read 
the other ; but surely what is requisite in merely 
worldly affairs, ought not to be extended to a sub*, 
ject in which we have an infalUUe . guide-«-the 
w.ord of God; on that word then«. I choose to 
build my faith, in preference to any human autho* 
rity whatever. 

I hope, my dear Madam, that I set a due value 
QU the excellent gift of reason; but I am fiiUy per- 
suaded, that it is inadequate, not only to the disco- 
very of divine truths, but to the right und^^tanding 
of them wlien revealed, without the especial grace 
Qf God* When therefore I study the Scriptures, 
it is my practice to humble my mind, and submit 
my reason to the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

- r 

< I 

I remain. 

Dear Madam, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 
- Sarah Trimmer. 



93 

' Abmit the years 1785 and 1786, many wort^ 
were pciblished derogatory from the divinity of our 
Saviour, and. great* attempts were made to spread 
Unitarian principles. This was a subject of deep 
regret to Mrs. Trimmer, and she used every effort in 
her power to coanteract opinions which she consi- 
dered as 80 erroneous. Yet it did not preventher 
iiaving the esteem and friendship of several persons 
ieaning at least on that side;^ amongst which num- 
ber may be reckoned the lady who has permitted 
the following extracts to be made from the letters 

addressed to her by , which but for this 

JLindness could not have been brought forward, 
Mrs. Trimmer taking very rarely a copy of any 
letters* 



TO MRS* M- 



*^ I must^ in spite of all the writers in Che world, 
persist in honouring the Son even as I honour the 
Father ; and as for the subordination that subsists 
in the divine nature of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, I have not the least desire to comprehend 
it, because I do not think it necessary to my sal* 
vation to ' do so ; and I cah believe what th» 
Scriptures say of each, on the credit of God's 
Word. 

" I feel myself much obliged by yourendea- 
TOurs to set me right; and believe me, it is ruA 
because I depend more upon my own judgmerft 
than on yours, that I decline your offer of lending 
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me Ben Mordedai, but because I dkre not tru^l' ihf 
my guide but the Word of God in a matter of so 
much importance. I have already made a consi- 
derable progress in a wori^ wlierein all my religi- 
ous opinions will be laid before the world, and the 
principles on \ybich they are founded ; till that ap- 
pears, I beg j-ou will suspend your judgment con* 
cerning them*'^ 

Again, in another letter to the same friend. 

" You say, my dear Madam, that you confess 
the £:oimty of the Son ; but if he is not essentially 
God, how can he be a Divine Being ; if our Sav^ 
our k not God, what is he ? Not an angel surely^ 
for to which if the angels said God at any time^ 
thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee ? 
Who but a divine Being of the same nature, can 
be the express image of his Father's person and 
lixQ brightness of his glory ? But I shall beg leave 
to suspend any further argument on this important 
point, till I have the pleasure of laying before you 
the whole of my faith, which will be minutely dis*- 
played in my Familiar Institutes ; and on them, if 
I live to complete them, I shall require your free 
remarks, to which I shall pay great attention. 

'^ Far be it from me to d^reciate human rea- 
son ; but in the study of divine truths we stand m 
need of a better guide, nor do I think there can be 
tb^ Uiast danger in submitting our reason to tht 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, if we. earnestly inqdore 
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In a subsequent letter she again say$. 

" I now send you back the book, without haV' 
ing done more than run it hastily oven It is €er- 
tainly extremely well written, and the author has 
taken great pains to investigate his subject; but 
pardon me for saying, he appears to me to explain 
too much; at least too much for such heads as mio^ 
to comprehend: and I hope you will excuse me 
for again declining to read Ben Mordecai« I am 
at present engaged in a very attentive study of the 
Scriptures, by comparing one part with another, 
and I w ish, for a time at least, to avoid reading all 
human systems whatever, relating to the mysteri- 
ous doctrines of Christianity. 

** I am glad that Mr. Jones's book afforded you 
so much satisfaction. I think with you, that he 
has carried his types and metaphors too far in some 
places ; but I do not recollect the passages you 
allude to as favouring too much the doctrine 9f 
election." 

Some years later, she expresses herself after the 
following manner. 

** I am far from taking offeDce, my dear Maditm, 
at your not agreeing with me in all points ; and to 
show you that I am not offended, have answered 
all your objections in the pages enclosed f but yoa 
must excuse my entreating you to consider them 
as the last I shall write by way of controversy. 
I have not leisure to give full consideration to 
every particular, so as to afford due weight to 
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et^ery ai^gument Indeed ft requires an extent of 
learning and capacity, far beyond what I possess^ 
to do justice to so sublime a subject as the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God. However, such notions 
as I entertain, I venture to publish, for the infor- 
mation of those who have still less leisure and 
knowledge than myself. I hope I have set forth 
ho unscriptural doctrine; what Socinianism is, I 
do not exactly know, and am equally ignorant iii 
respect to the peculiar tenets of the Avian Heresy. 
I have read the Scriptures very frequently, and 
hope to know them better and better every year ; 
and I prefer reading the works of ortiiodox di- 
vines, because they help nie in understanding the 
doctrines of the Established Churchy that Chuith 
of which I now may profess myself a zealous mem- 
ber upon principle^ if I was so originally by prefu- 
dice ov education; for though I have not employed 
myself in reading objections against its tenets^ \ 
have examined all its doctrineSy and find them 
agreeable to Scripture, and perfectly satisfactory 
to^my reason and understanding.^ 

Ithe paper alluded to in the above is probably 
h^ in existence ; it did not however convince her 
icprrespondent, as may be seen by the following 
(gxtvact, from'anolher letter to the same friend; 

*^ I am miicK obliged by the kind manner in 
wiiich you received my last long letter, and not; at 
att surprised at its having wrought no change iri 
your st^ntimerits'; for we see the matter in dispute 



in such different lights, that it can scarcely be ex 
pected we should convince each other. I only 
aimed at proving, that I neither advanced new 
docti'ines, nor asserted things unauthorized by 
Scripture. If I live to finish two works, which 
are already pretty forward, you will see a fuller 
display of my opinions, than can be given in a lite* 
rary correspondence ; in the mean while you know 
our dispute, by mutual consent, is to cease. 
While I think myself rights I cannot but regret 
that we do not agree in our sentiments, as I trust 
we do in our practice." 

In the year 1 801, the discussion upon this sub* 
ject with her correspondent was again revived on 
some occasion, as appears from the following 
letter, the last which will be produced on the 
subject 



TO MRS. M- 



" I can assure you, my dear Madam, that you 
are much mistaken in supposing that the difference 
of opinion which I conceive to subsist between us, 
on some doctrinal points^ has lessened my esteem 
for you. On the contrary, I entertain a high opi- 
nipn both of your piety and charity. But give me 
leave to remind you, that tliis 'lifference of opinion 
is no new thing betwixt us. I cannot now point 
to the expressions which formerly appeared to me 

vox. I. H 
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to be exceptionable ; but I recollect that your an- 
swer convinced me that we did not think alike on 
the point of our Saviour's divinitif. 1 conceive 
him to have had an eternal existence. You speak 
oi him as the Jirst of created beings. Some re- 
marks you afterwards made on my explanation of 
the Cliurch Catechism, together with your answer 
to a long letter 1 wrote you at that time, convinced 
me, that neither did we think alike concerning our 
Lord's human nature. Of course it is not to be 
wondered at, that we should not perfectly agree in 
opinion respecting the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. Of tlie peculiar tenets of the Sociqian 
Heresy, I must confess my own ignorance. The 
system of religion taught by the invaluable Cate- 
chism of that Church, into which I was received 
at my Baptism, appears to me, from a diligent 
study of the Scriptures, so perfectly accurate ; that 
1 have never found a doubt arising in my mind, 
that could lead me to have recourse to other sys- 
tems for satisfaction ; but I have always under- 
stood, from the references made to it in other 
looks, that it is among the doctrines of Socinian- 
ism, that the divine nature (if that can be called 
divine which is not eternal) was instead of a hu* 
tnan soul in Christ, The books you were so ob- 
liging as to send for my perusal (Ben Mordecai s 
Letters, and Hoad ley's Book on the Sacrament) 
Lr.ve alwaj's been represented to me as Socinian 
books. I could not therefore avoid the idea, that 
you had adopted those opinions in some degree, 
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and oti the occasion which has lately occurred, it 
would not have been consistent with the sincerity 
I profess, or the full consent to the doctrines of 
the Established Church, which I avow, to have 
concealed my sentiments. At the same time I 
wish to avoid controversy, for my opinions have 
taken too deep root to be eradicated ; and F know 
by experience (in the ill success of the letter I 
have alluded to) that it does not lie within the 
compass of my ability to convince you. We will 
tlierefore, if you please, end the subject here, and 
leave our cause in the hands of that blessed Re- 
deemer, who, I trust, will convince us of our 
errors, and guide us in the right way, if we pursue 
our search after the truth with humility of mind, 
and a sincere desire to do the will of our heavenly 
Father. 

I remain, dear Madam, 

Your's, very sincerely, 
S. Trimkkr. 
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YOU THB 



YEAR 17S6. 



Jan. I. O Lord, with a heart full of gratitiide 
I return thee my most humble and hearty thanks 
for thy great goodness in bringing me to the be- 
ginning of another year. Defend me in the same 
with thy most mighty power, and preserve me by 
thy grace from the commission of sin. Keep me 
and my dear family from all dangers, spiritual and 
temporal ; consider us as a part of the family of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, for whom he shed his most 
precious blood, and regard us as thy adopted chil- 
dren for his sake. 

O blessed Redeemer! I most heartily desiie 
with the returning year to renew my professions 
of allegiance to thee, my King, my Saviour, and 
my God ! Mercifully accept the offer of my best 
services, and strengthen me with divine grace to 
perform them! O Lord, open my mind to the 
knowledge of divine truths, that I may understand 
the holy Scriptures, and give a true exposition of 
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them to the world. Bless my humble endeavours 
to propagate thy holy religion, and grant to the 
rising generation a large portion of heavenly grace, 
that Christian virtues may flourish and abound, 
and that thy judgments may be averted from this 
sinful land. Particularly, O Lord, let the power- 
ful influence of thy Holy Spirit root out of the 
minds of ray own dear children all corrupt and 
sinful affections ; and instead thereof do thou sow 
the incorruptible seed of thy grace ; that they may 
become partakers of thy divine nature, and may 
bring forth in their lives the fruits of righteousness 
and true holiness. Defend them, O Lord, I be- 
seech thee, against the evil world, and grant that 
they may never be led away by the wicked customs 
and examples, the lusts and vanities of it. O 
Lord, 1 beseech thee to send thy blessing upon 
my dear husband ; give him length of days, if it 
be thy blessed will, and increase ill him evermore 
the graces of thy Holy Spirit; and as w^e have for 
60 many jears lived together in love and affection, 
mercifully grant that we may continue to do so to 
the last moment of our lives: bind the band of 
-affection still faster, that we may bear with each 
other's infirmities, and endeavour to promote each 
other's happiness, both spiritual and temporal 
O make us faithfully to discharge our duties in 
this life, that when thou shalt be pleased to take 
us hence, we may dwell with thee in life ever- 
lasting. 
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O Lord, grant, that, as a mistress of a family, 
I may always consider myself as acting in subor* 
idination to thee, my heavenly Master. Let me 
imitate the example of tby servant Joshua, and 
resolve that both X and my house may serve thee ; 
and mercifully grant, that I may have trusty, 
honest servants, and such as have a sense of reli- 
gion in their minds. 

Bless all my relations ; give to my dear father- 
in-law, I beseech thee, peace in his latter days ; 
iind when thou shalt take him hence, receive him 
into thy kingdom. 

Shed down upon this land thy choicest blessings, 
incline thine ear to the prayers of thy faithful ser- 
vants, whether offered publicly in the congrega- 
tion, or privately in retirement, and take not thy 
Jloly Spirit from us ! 

Feb. IJ. What a chasm in my Journal, but 
not altogether a voluntary one, I have had my 

dear friend, Mrs. wilh me, wlipm I could net 

well leave. I have m3.de a considerable progress 
in my Paraphrase on tlie Epistles, by rising early. 
Some of the time thus occupied, I might have em- 
ployed on my Journal, but my niind wa3 intent on 
the former. 

O merpiful and gracious God, who, completely 
happy in thine infinite perfections, canst not re- 
ceive any addition of happiness from any one ; 
yet hast a regard to that, even of the meanest of 
thy creatures; accept the unfeigned thanks of a 
heart deeply penetrated with 4 sense of thy goo(i» 
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titss and condescension. O Lord, I cannot 6nd 
M'ords to express the gratitude of my heart, but 
that heart is open before thee* Whence, but from 
the fountain of thj mercy, can flow that peace and 
serenity, which I now feel. Every desponding 
thonglit gives way, when I think of thy divhie pro- 
mises, and of the fulfihnent of those made to thy 
faithful servants. Thou will not leave me nor for- 
•sake me. I cast my care upon thee, O Lord, in 
full confidence that thou will • relieve me. Turn 
not thine ear from my humble petition. O hear 
nje for my Redeemer's sake ! 

Feb. ]S. Blessed Jesus, I am this day going 
to renew my baptisrpal vow at thy holy table ; to 
testify my allegiance to tliee, my heavenly King ; 
to profess my faith in the redemption thou hast 
purchased for thy faithful servants. Vouchsafe, 
O Lord, to assist me by thy Holy Spirit in thfa 
solemn act ; keep me from vain wandering thoughts, 
raise my affections, animate my heart, and let me' 
feel the efScacy of this divine institution. I love 
thee, my blessed Saviour i my heart feels gratitude 
unutterable, I yield myself to thy guidance. I 
wish to imitate that example, which as man thou 
gavest. O Lord, I iook forward with confidence 
and hope to tlmt eternal inheritance, which thou 
hast prepared for those that believe in thy name, 
and live agreeably to thy precepts. Look with 
compassion upon me, merciful Saviour : continue 
and increase that peace which thou hast accorded 
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April 17. Since I last continued my Journali 
I have experienced a great deal of distress ; my 
«weet little girl has been in the utmost danger ; 
I have felt ei mother's papgs, but, thanks to Al* 
mighty goodness, I have at the same time expe* 
rienced a mother's joys. The arpiable affection 
and attention paid by the rest of my children to 
the dear suffering babe, gave me the most heart- 
felt satisfaction. I have also felt the comforts of 
religion, and have been enabled, through divine 
grace, to reagn my dear child v^ith perfect sub- 
mission to the will of God. O merciful and gra- 
cious God, the Author of all peace and consola* 
tion, praised be thy holy name for thy late mer- 
cies bestowed upon me. O what troubles and ad» 
yersities hast thou showed me, yet didst thou turn 
and refresh me. Praised be thy glorious name 
for the hopes thou dost now afford of the recovery 
of my dear child, I have promised, and am stead- 
fastly purposed to instruct her, if her lifejs spared, 
in the principles jof thy holy religion. O Lord, 
bless my endeavours, that she may be a faithful 
imitator of our blessed jBLedeemer, ^nd a bright 
example cf piety to the world. 

Praised be thy glorious name^ O Lord, for the 
good dispositions thpq hast been pleased to give to 
jDoy dear children ; cherish and improve each happy 
propensity in their hearts, by the secret influence 
of thy Holy Spirit. May they eyer pontinue to 
Jove and serve thee, be united to each other by the 
bands of fraternal affection, and to their parentg 
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by dutiful attachment. May they be usefql mem- 
bers of society, and finally partakers of thy eternal 
kincrdom. 

Praised be thy glorious name, O Lord, for the 
blessing thou hast granted me of sincere and ten^ 
der friends. Shower down thy choicest blessings 
in particular on her who has afforded me such sea* 
sonable and important assistance*. Keep alive in 
my mind the sense of gratitude so justly due to 
her, and enable me to show some proof of it. 

Praised be thy glorious name, O Lord, for thy 
goodness to my dear father-in-law f. O, if it be 
thy pleasure to prolong his life, make the remain- 
der of his days easy and comfortable to him. Or 
if it be thy will to put a period to it, receive him 
into the happy society of good men made perfect ; 
jand comfort his friends for the loss of him. 

To thy divine guidance, my adorable Redeemer, 
I resign myself, humbly l^seeching thy aid and 
protection from all enemies, spiritual and tempo- 
ral. Let no consideration make me either un- 
grateful or uncharitable, but in every circumstance 
of my life, let thy blessed example be before me, 
and thy written word the law of my actions. 

P my Saviour, I know more than ever the value 
of tl^t holy religion, which thou hast brought to 
light* I am truly sensible of the benefit thou hast 
procured to mankind. I ardently long to pour 

* Mrs. S , who attended on my dear Annabell^ night 

/jind day. 

•f Who had been near dyinj^. 
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forth my soul before thine altar ; to comniemomte 
thy transcendant love to wretched sinners. U© 
the end of my life, I will be thy faithful servant. 
Give me the aid of thy Holy Spirit. Grant me 
•thy peace. Pity my infirmities, my Saviour and 
my God. 

May 8. The hopes I had entertained of my 
dear child's recovery proved fallacious ; she was 
taken from this world the 24th of April, after en- 
during for a consid^able time the most agonizing 
pains. I have found, and still find it very difficult 
to submit to the loss of her, though I thought I 
had fully resigned my mind to the will of God. 
The idea thai she might have been preserved, had 
I seen her danger in time ; the apprehension that 
her case was mistaken, and her complaints aggra- 
vated by the means made use of for her recovery, 
torment my mind with many occasional pangs ; 
yet, upon the whole, I have been amazingly com- 
forted ; my health and spirits have been greatly 
affected, but both are improved, and I have every 
night much comfortable repose. My elder chil- 
dren have borne this shock with truly Christian 
fortitude, and 1 have the happy prospect of seeing 
them likely to be, through the grace of God, imita« 
tors of our blessed Redeemer. 

O almighty and most merciful Father, I acknow- 
ledge, with the deepest humility, that I am not 
vi'orthy of the least of all thy favours. Every 
day's experience teaches me my own insufficiency. 
I therefore receive with the utmost thankfulness 
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the mercies thou art pleased to bestow on me. 
Accept my sincerest tlianksgivings for thy great 
goodness, m affording me consolation under the 
affliction which has lately befallen me. O Lord, 
if the loss of my child is intended as a chastisement 
to me, make me fully to know my secret faults, 
and grant me grace to amend them. If in mercy 
to lier, thou hast taken her from this vale of mi- 
sery, enable me to reflect on her happy state, and 
from thence to draw comfort. O Lord, mercifully 
grant, that I may for the future see the first be- 
ginning of dangler in my surviving children, that I 
may have the comfort of thinking, should they be 
taken from me, tliat I have not omitted any of the 
means which thou permittest us to use for the 
recovery of the sick. 

O Lord, give .me strength and fortitude to sus- 
tain all the losses and disappointments which I 
may meet with in this transitory state ; and keep 
niy mind, through the influence of thy Holy Spirit, 
6tedfastly fixed on that batter v. orld, in which the 
servants of thy dear Son will be happy to ali eter- 
iiity. O turn not away tliine ear from my humble 
pt1:itions. Lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon iw and mine. Make ihy face to shine upon 
us, and grant us thy peace. 

May 14. My spirits still continue very deject- 
ed, i cannot overcome my grief for the loss of my 
dear child. Every circumstance that occurs, every 
word that is spoken, recalls her to my mind. O 
iny God, how comes it to pass, that I, who can 
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comfort others, cannot comfort myself : could I 
but divest myself of the idea, that she was lost 
through mismanagement, and want of early atten- 
tion to her disorder, I could be happy and con- 
tented. Yet my conscience does not reproach me 
with carelessness ; but I have relied too much on 
my own judgment Never more will I do so. 
I have been too proud of my family, as if by my 
own skill I had raised such a number ; but I am 
humbled. O Lord, I acknowledge thy justice in 
thus humbling me. Vouchsafe to comfort me by 
the consolation of thy Holy Spirit Lift up my 
mind above this earthly state, and let me contem- 
plate the glorious change which my dear child has 
experienced, from a world where sin and sorrow 
render the best people unhappy, to a world where 
there is nothing but immortal bliss, p Lord, re- 
concile me to the loss of her : she is not taken from 
me for every I shall (thy grace sustaining me) meet 
this beloved child, with my other sweet babe, who 
went before her, in my Saviour's kingdom, and 
enjoy their society for ever. O that those who 
now remain with me on earth may so conduct 
themselves, as finally to attain the same happiness ! 
Let me wipe away the tears of sorrow from my 
eyes, let me calm the disturbance of my mind, and 
leave off to grieve for her, who is no longer an ob- 
ject of commiseration, but of envy to the most 
happy of mortals; and turn my care to those who 
survive, lest while 1 am indulging fruitless sorrow, 
land offending my Creator, the enemy plant tares 
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where 1 should be sowing good seed. O Lord, 
make me a good parent in the full extent of the 
word ! O my God, my heart is full of zeal for 
thy service, may thy holy name be glorified through- 
out the whole earth, from the rising up of the sun, 
to the going down of the same ! Prosper, I be- 
seech thee, the endeavours of those who establish 
Sunday Schools for the instruction of poor chil-. 
dren. Lord, were I possessed of affluence, with 
what pleasure would I devote a part of it to this 
excellent purpose. Accept my humble endeavours 
to contribute out of the talent thou hast committed 
to my charge. 

Lord, I am this day going to renew my baptis- 
mal vow ; I go to thy table with veneration and 
delight. It is one of my greatest pleasures to 
commemorate the love of my dear Redeemer. O 
that I could make myself deserving of it ! but that 
is impossible. Receive me therefore such as I am, 
O merciful Saviour ! a poor, weak creature, full 
of wants and infirmities, relying on thy merits for 
acceptance with my heavenly Father. Grant me 
an interest in the sacrifice thou hast offered for 
mankind. I have no better offering to bring for 
myself, but an humble and contrite heart; but 
this, O Father ! thou wilt not despise. Merciful 
Saviour, grant me the aid and consolations of thy 
Holy Spirit : take pity on my^ infirmities, and heal 
my troubled spirit : let me never lose sight of the 
high prize of my calling. While I remain on 
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all thy mercies bestowed upon me from the first 
moment of my existence, but particularly for thy 
late goodness in restoring me to health, and recon- 
ciling my mind to the loss of my dear child. 
Praised and adored be thy heavenly name for all 
the spiritual blessings thoii hast bestowed upon 
me and my family. What returns can we make 
for such unspeakable goodness. O I^ord, accept 
our humble services in the instruction of the poor 
and ignorant for our blessed Saviour's sake. As- 
sist our humble endeavours to feed them with the 
bread of life — the doctrine of the Gospel. O Lord, 
drder every circumstance relating to these schools 
for the best, and grant that there may not be any 
disagreements among those who are concerned in 
conducting them. 

Aug. 15. The Sunday Schools engross all the 
time I used to spend in my Journal, but I hope 
they will answer as good a purpose, since this em- 
ployment awakens many religious thoughts, and 
keeps up the exercise of piety. 

I am this day going to the table of the Lord, to 
renew my baptismal vow. O Lord, what thanks 
shall I offer to thee for thine unspeakable mercy in 
ordaining this holy ordinance. I will receive the 
cup of Salvation and call upon the name of the 
Lord. Blessed Jesus, vouchsafe to accept the 
willing homage of a heart truly and deliberately 
devoted to thy service; I had rather sustain the 
evils attendant on the meanest condition of life 
than forego thy favour ; for all the riches and ho- 
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iiours the world cam bestow, cotild not r<5cbnf)peris6 
tne for such a loss. O Lord; I have a hearty zeal 
for the propagation of thy holy religion; olefci- 
fully grant that my endeavours to promote it may 
be successful, and graciously receive this humbl6 
tribute from my hands as the best offering I can 
^ve. Continue, I most humbly beseech thee t6 
bless the Sunday Schools, enable us who are the 
teachers, to give the children proper instructions, 
arid do thou prepare their minds for receiving 
th^m. 

O Lofd, to thy tn^rciful guidance and protec- 
tion, I humbly commit myself and all who are 
near and dear to me, be thou our guide unto deaths 
and may we rise to life eternal through thy poweti 
When, O blessed Lord) shall I behold thy glorious 
Majesty, as it is seen in the heavenly sanctuary^ 

what are the trifling concerns of this worlds 
when compared with the hopes of eternity. May 

1 never lose sight of the high prize of my calling* 
Amen ! Amen ! • . 

O Lord, when I refledt oil the multitude of thy 
mercies my heart Overflows with gratitude and 
llianksgiving. Continue to me I beseech thee^ 
thy loving kindness, and give me grace to live 
sigreeably to thy will. O Lord, teach aie humili^ 
ty. Let me never lose sight of my own imperfec- 
tions^ What am I in thy sight, what am I in com- 
parison of many of my fellow creatures, both with 
respect to knowledge and virtue* O Lord, con« 
tinue to bless my dear husband and children, grant 
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to fiiem inclination and power o perform evetf 
duty in a manner acceptable to thee. Guid<^ 
them through life, and finally receive them into 
thy heavenly kingdom for the &ake of Jesus Cliri&t 
pur blessed Redeemer. 

; Aug. S7. I bad yesterday great pleasure in 
feceiving from Mrs. Denward, a considerable do- 
nation for the relief of the sick and aged. After 

that I attended Mrs. K- to Mary Pierce'sr 

and other poor houses. The pleasure I received 
from these circumstances fatigued my spirits, but I 
^ould not but have felt the sensations wbkh so 
fatigued me for any consideration* 
, Almighty and merciful Father, I render the© 
i^tmble and unfeigned thanks for all thy goodness 
and loving kindness to me and my dear family. 
O Lord, what manifold blessings dost thou bestovr 
ijpon us. I praise and magnify thy glorious name 
for making us the instruments of good to our poor 
fellovi^ christians. How wonderful are the opera- 
tions of thy Providence in thus throwing into our 
laps a supply of raotiey for the relief of the indi- 
gent, many of whom we should othenvise see with- 
out ability to comfort. O Lord, be graciously 
pleased to direct us in the disposing of these bene- 
factions, and make us faithful stewards of that 
which is thus entrusted to us. Grant us thy 
^^ace and heavenly benediction to enable us to do 
our respective duties, keep our hopes fixed on 
thine everlasting kingdom^ and mercifully grant 
that we may so pass tlirough things temporal, that 
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we finally lose not the things that are etefttal* 
Lord Jesuis, receive I beseech thee, the willing 
homage of a heart truly devoted to thy service. O 
let thy spirit help my infirmities and rectify my 
imperfections. Give me an interest in the sacrifice 
which thou hast made for the sins of tlie whole 
world, and seal me for thy own. Hear me^ O 
mercifiil Saviour, cast not away thy servant, who 
loveth thee. O Lord, look with compassion on 
those poor children whom we are endeavouring to 
teach to know and serve thee, incline their hearts 
to love and fear their heavenly Father, and to con- 
tinue till death thy true disciples. To thy merci- 
ful guidance I commit myself and all belon^ng to 
me for time and eternity. 

Sept 3. This has been a week of mercies to us. 
1 have felt great inward satisfaction from the suc- 
cess of the Sunday Schools and other circum- 
stances ; I have also experienced great pleasure 
in writing the '* Two Farmers^ My husband 
and children have enjoyed their health ; in short 
the blessings afforded me are innumerable. 

O eternal and ever blessed God, thou stupend-^ 
dus Being, who art the Creator, Governor, and 
Preserver of all things I To whom in all probabi- 
fity the praises of myriads of intelligent creatures 
are at this instant ascending from thousands of 
worlds, the work of thine Almighty hand How 
shall I, a poor weak erring mortal presume to 
address thee. O Lord, I am not worthy of the 
least of all thy favours, but thou hast . been gra- 

12 
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ifJousJy pleased to appoint a hiean by ^vhicl), evefl 
my imperfect services may become acceptable; 
Gracious Fbrtber, with joy and gratitude too great 
for utterande, I avail myself of this blessing; ancj 
humbly present my prayers and thanksgiving to 
thy glorious Majesty in th^ name ;0f our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Vouchsafe, O merciful God, for 
bis sake to pardon all my transgressions, ami, tQ 
jTQg^rd me as thine adopted child. As such.graot 
me an inheritance in thine everlasting kingdoni. 
O Lord, I do not presume ta plaiin this as- my 
natural, rights for I have a thousand and a thou- 
sand,, times, forfeited thy favour. But in bumble 
Qonftde^cc, I rely on thy promises, made to a lost 
world through our blessed Redeemer. O eternal 
God ! receive my morning sacrifice, let my prayers 
be xmto thee a sweet smelling savour. Send 
thy heavenly , benediction upoa me, my . dear 
(>usband asd Gbildren, and upon all ^belonging 
to me, grant us thy grace.. Defend us from all 
evil, and lead us into all good. Be with us this 
day and for ever, grant that we may daily im- 
prove in goodness and virtue. 

Praised and adored be thy , glorious name for 
thy great goodttess^ most jperciful Father! ia 
making US' instrorftents of good to our fellow crea- 
tures. Thanksgivings a thousand times repeated, 
could apt express the transports of my heart, which 
pverflo^ws with joy and gratitude when I reflect on 
the fuccess of the Sunday Schools. O Lord, 
continye I most earnestly beseech tliee, to blegs 
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this happy insthution, not only amongst us, but in 
tXl places. May the rising generation grow up in 
thy faith and fear. May Hosannahs to tlie Prince 
of Peace be repeated by those of maturer 
years, and echoed by the infant tongue ! Blessed 
Jesus, thou searcher of hearts, thou knowest 
the present sensations of mine. It is open before 
thee. O Lord, receive my humble homage, I fly 
to thee my Saviour, O shield me and my dear fa- 
mily from all the darts of the wicked one. May 
he have no power to hurt or corrupt us. Gracious 
Saviour take me under thy guidance, direct my 
actions, regulate my thoughts, set a watch before 
ii]y tips, and keep the door of my mouth ; pre- 
serve me from pride and rain glory. Let me not 
be puffed up with the applauses of weak mortals, 
who judge by superficial appearances, but let me 
strive to approve myself in thy sight by humility, 
benevolence, charity, and piety! To the ever 
blessed and adorable trinity be ascribed all honour 
and glory for ever and ever. 

Sept. 10. I have passed a very comfortable week, 
and am this day going to tlie table of my adorable 
Saviour. 1 have received another donation of ten 
pounds from Mrs. Denward, for the use of the 
poor, and a promise from Mrs. T » of her boun- 
ty on any other occasion. 

Merciful God, adored be thy goodness, in thus 

jgranting me by unexpected means, what my heart 

^ardentlj desires, the power of relieving the dis- 

*tres?5es of the poor. May I never be discouraored 

by the ingratitude of some of tliem from continue 
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ing my endeavours for their benefit. O graciously 
grant me such a degree of success, and inspire my 
mind with such pious resolutions that I may not 
faint in my duty ! 

O Lord, with what words shall I praise thee 
for thy goodness to me and my family ? What bles- 
sings dost thou bestow upon those that love thee, 
even in the sight of man! But what are the 
greatest of those in comparison of the heavenly 
treasures thou hast in store for thy faithful servants 
in thy eternal kingdom. O keep my thoughts 
steadfastly fixed on these treasures, and suffer not 
any allurements of the world to draw me from thee. 
Keep alive in my mind, O gracious God, the flame 
of devotion which thou hast graciously kindled in 
my heart, and preserve me from wandering thoughts 
wjbile engaged in the service of thy house. Mer- 
ciful Saviour, be with me and my dear family this 
day and for ever. Amen ! 

Sept. 24. I have this day taken a new work, 
called the ^^ Txvo Farmers'' to the press. Bless, 
I beseech thee, merciful Saviour, my labours de- 
signed to promote the knowledge, and practice of 
thy holy Religion : be pleased to direct my studies 
aright, and grant that not a word may escape my 
pen, that is contrary to the doctrine of thy gospel. 
Give a blessing to all I write, that agrees with thy 
divine instruction, and reward me by the heart-felt 
consciousness of acting as thy true disciple. Ador** 
able Hedeemer, I am Jealous for thine honor ; X 
caPRPt b?ar to hear thee d^gr^ded, send forth, 
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thy holy Spirit upon this laad, and dear away the 
mist which under the name of philosophy and free 
enquiry hides the truth irom many. 

O Lord^ continue I beseech thee, to grant healtii 
and serenity of mind to my dear Fatlier in La% 
and crown his latter days with blessings. 

Oct 29. Another week his passed with v«ry 
little, nay, I fear without any improvement. I 
have not been able to write, or indeed to pray with 
recollection of mind. I trust that I shall soon re- 
sume my pen, and employ it in the service of my 
blessed Redeemer. 

O eternal, and most glorious Lord God^ how in- 
finite are thy mercies, how unbounded thy love to 
thy creatures 1 When I reflect on the provision 
thou hast made for the continual subsistence of 
all the various beings thou hast created, I am filled 
with astonishment and admiration. When I con- 
eider the supplies which thou hast afforded me 
from the beginning of my existence to the present 
hour, and how thou hast multiplied them as my 
wants encreased, I am filled with gratitude too 
great for utterance. O Lord, vouchsafe to accept 
my humble thanksgivings, and by thy grace keep 
alive in my breast those sentiments which ought 
to occupy it towards thee my most gracious bene- 
factor. O Lord, I wish to promote thy holy re- 
ligion which is dreadfully neglected. I am de- 
sirous to save young persons from the vices of the 
age. Accept my services, imd enablq me to fulfil 
my fervent wishes. O Lord, I would willingly 
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instruct the meanest of my fellow creatures in the 
ttruth of the gospel; I bad rather be a door keeper 
in the house of my God, than dwell in the tents qf 
the ungodly. 

Blessed Jesus, my adorable Saviour, whom niy 
soul honours witli the highest veneration ! n^y 
heavenly King, to whom my heart pays a willing 
homage^accept my imperfect services, regard nae as 
thy true disciple, and assist me by thy Holy Spirjt 
in teaching others to know ^nd serve the^. Jle- 
ceiye as a tribute of thanksgiving and of honor dw 
to thy name, my last attempt to spread Christisjn 
benevolence amongst the ppor, and let me enjoy 
the transcendant happiness of b^ing instrumental in 
bringing many tp rightepusness ; let thy good spirit 
direct all my thoughts, words, and actions, th^t 
they may be agreeable to the lessons I teach tp 
the world. Tq thy guidance I submit myself, aud 
all belonging to me. Jie with us, O grs^cipus Lord, 
both now and ever. Amen ! 

Nov. 19. 1 haye this day bad the unexpected 
honor of attending her Majesty, and had inexpres- 
sible pleasure in her sensible, humane, and truly 
Christian conversation. May her pious design qf 
establishing Sunday Schools at 'VVindsov, be put 
in executipo. 

filessed Jc^us, my adorable, my beloved Sa- 
viour, incline thy gracious ear to thy servant ! Q 
grant me thy grace and heavenly benediction f 
vouchsafe tp regulate all the desires of my heav^ 
\o gijidQ ipy actions. Lord, withopt thp aid of thy 
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♦feoly Spirit, I am nothing ; bear me when I cry to 
t^ee for help. 

To thee, O divine Spirit, I submit my reasoning 
powers, fully sensible that unless enlightened by 
thee, I ^hall b^ constantly liable to error. O that 
I could serve my Gpd, in an acceptable manner 
here 1 that I could effectually promote the know- 
ledge of tlie Gospel among the poor. . Accept and 
sanctify my humble endeavours,' and grant cnjs 
grace to teach sound doctrine, and ta enforce it by 
setting a good example. Let me ever keep in 
mind the high pri^e of my calling, a crown of glory 
and everlasting happiness in the presence of my 
heavenly King ! Keep alive, I, beseech thee, O 
Hiercif^il God, the flame &{ devotion tvhich now 
glows in tfiy heart; may every fresh instance of 
thy goodness add vigour to my zeal, and may I bp 
a faithful s]tew^rd of the bounty of others which is 
committed to nie. Blessed Lord, take not thy 
holy Spirit from me, leave me not to myself hut 
be with my soul now, and to all eternity. 

Dec. 3* O Almighty Father, to whom all hearts 
aye opep, pity the infirmities of thy faithful servant. 
Q I-prd, thai* know^st that by reason of the frailty 
of my nature I cannot always stand upright; 
stretch forth thine hand I humbly beeseech thee, to 
assist me in the performance of my duty ; O that 
I QO^li serve thee as I ought to do. The spirit 
' is Aviliing, but the flesh is TyeaH. 

Praised and adored be tby hqly name, O Lord, 
fer thy numerous blegsingg bestQ\red upon this 
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seasons which thou hast ordained this year, and 
for the plentiful treasure of grace which thou hast 
bestowed on the institution of Sunday Schools^ by 
means of which thousands of poor creatures, who 
sat in the 9hadow of death, are brought to the light 
of the Gospel. 

Blessed Jesus ! be pleased to regard with thy 
continual kindness all the children, who are thus 
l^rought unta thee. liord, thou knowest that with 
sincere and fervent zeal, I engaged in the under- 
taking, and adored be thy Providence thou hast 
hitherto anoply supplied the means of supporting it: 
continue to animate and encourage the endeavours 
of me and my family, to spread the knowledge of 
divine truth among the poor, and enable us by thy 
grace to set a good e:|an)ple. Adorable Saviour ! 
there is nothing upon earth that I so much desire 
as to be of the number of thy faithful servants, 
receive I beseech thee, the humble homage of a 
heart devoted to thy service. Praised be thy name 
for thy great goodness in helping my infirmity, O 
heal it entirely, and give me composure of mind, 
clearness of expression, and every requisite that I 
may excite my own se^ to exertions in favour of 
the poor. 

Dec 31. I have neglected my Journalin order 
to go on with a work wbich has occupied my mind 
concerning Sunday Schools, and private bene» 
factions. I have enjoyed great tranquillity of mind, 
8,nd have bean able to pursue my • studies with 
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pleasure. Another benefaction has been sent fimir 
my good friend Mrs. Denward, so that I an» trea^ 
surer for the poor to a considerable amouiu. 

O merciful and eternal God, praised be thy holy 
43axne, for all the mercies of the year pastj mora 
in number than I am able to express* Hon 
bountiful is thy goodness, O Lord, I thaifk thee 
above all things for the supplies of thy graces 
which thou hast vouchsafed tp me and my dear 
family. With what delight do I behold my dear 
children daily improving in divine knowledge, and 
the practice of Christianity. What pleasure dd 
we all receive from seeing the poor children's im* 
provement ! I«ord, be graciously pleased to second 
our zeal by thy heavenly benediction. O Go^ 
our Saviour, accept my thanksgivings for all the 
mercies of the year that is past;, and keep us ia 
thy paths to the end of our days, that we may b^ 
partakers of a happy eternity. Amen ! Amen 1 



As the lamentations of Mrs. Trimmer, for the 
loss of her little daughter, may probably hav^e in* 
terested the reader a few more particulars relating 
to this amiable child, will not periiaps be displea- 
sing. 

TO MBS. M 



** It is now some time since I had the misfor- 
tune to lose my dear Annabella, a most promising 
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child of five years old. She had from her birth a 
stomach complaint ; but died of one of the most' 
dreadful disorders to which infants are liable — a 
dropsy of the brain. The dear little creature 
was the darling and play thing of the house ; her 
sisters had taken great pains in forming her mind ; 
and I had the consolation of thinking, when she 
was gone that she was educated for a better \Vorld, 
though her stay, in a state of probation was but 
short. 

" Notwithstanding I used my utmost endea* 
vours to reconcile myself to the loss of her ; and 
wa6 enabled to repress every murmur; my consti- 
tution sustained a dreadful shock ; the idea of her 
sufferings possessed my mind, long after they were 
changed (as I trust) for the joys of Heaven. There 
is something particularly distressing to a parent in 
seeing a deai* little creature suffer, without being 
able to describe its feelings, so as to give a good 
foundation for the phycisian's opinion. I consult* 
ed several medical people, but they differed in 
their sentiments exceedingly/' 

Mrs. B — ' ■ ■ the lady to whom the following let* 
ler was addre^s^d,, Wft3 one of the earliest friends 
of Mrs* Trimmer. Th© friendship which sub* 
sisted between them was be^un in childhood, when 
they were both under the tuition' of Mrs. Justinier, 
4iid continued till the death. .of Mis. Brutton, 
.which happened ii> the year 1807; Frqm thq 
-lin^e of Mrs yriramer's le^^ving Jpsvvicii,. th^y h^d 
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but lktk^>ers(>Brfl intercourse ; but tbey occaision-r 
ally met ; and kept up at intervals, a correspond- 
ence by letter. Of the letters to Mrs. Brutton, but 
few are remaining, and n(^ one of these written 
before the year 1786. 

It is needless to add, that there was a similarity 
of sentiments and opinions between Mrs Trimmer 
and her friend ; and that tbey retained the most 
lively interest for all that concerned the welfam 
and happiness of eiach other. Mrs. Brutton 
as well as Mrs. Trimmer, was blessed in no com^ 
mop degree in her matrinionial connection, but had 
not any family. During almost the whole of her 
life, she was a great sufferer from ill health, which 
she bore with the utmost patience and resignation to 
the will of the Almighty ; ever coixsidering the ad- 
vantages to be flerived from sickness, and meekly 
3ubmitting to it without repining. ., 



TO MRS. BRUTTON, ^ 

Brentford i Aug. 1, 1786. 

My dear Friend, 

" It is a long time since I have' either re- 
ceived, a letter from you, oi* written one to you ; 
the omission I fe^ir is on my side, but I know you 
will be rea,dy to pardon it, and therefore will not 
,waste that time in apologies, which may be spent" 
f^o much more agreeably to me, and I trust, ac- 
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teptably to you, in assuring you of ray ccmstaiit re- 
gard and affection. 

"I wa« in hopes to have seen you here before 
this time. The Summer is not yet gone, and! 
hope your health will admit of the journey. I can 
promise you and your worthy partner, a most cor- 
dial welcome, and wish to introduce to you a set 
of young people, in whose Ihvour you are already 
prejudiced for their mother's sake ; and who will, 
I hope, secure your good opinion by their own be- 
iKtviouf* A few months ago I could hare shown 
3^ou my sweet Annabella } the darling of all our 
hearts ; but she I trust, is now a happy spirit in 
the presence of God. Yet such is my weakness, 
that the tear of regret will fall when I recollect 
the pleasure 1 am deprived of by losing her. No- 
thing could be more promising than her dawning 
virtues, which were cheirished with the greatest 
care by my other dear daughters, who prided them* 
selves in educating her. Never shall I forget a 
scene which gave me inexpressible delight even 
in the midst of such distress, as none but a parent 
can conceive. I saw my family bound together 
by the strongest bands of affection, yet submitting 
to the dispensations of the Almighty with truly 
Christian fortitude. The loss of this dear child 
was particularly afHicting to me, as her disorder 
had gained ground imperceptibly, and I think wajs 
mistaken at last; however nothing can happen 
without the divine permission, and wheti it is the 
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will of God to put a period to our days, all humait 
skill is vain. 

^* Pardon me, my dear friend, for saying so 
much on a subject which will I fear pain your sen-* 
sibility. My health and spirits have suffered 
greatly, but thank God, the former is perfectly 
restored, and the latter much mended* As soon 
as I was equal to the exertion, I had recourse to 
my pen, a never failing remedy to me again sor- 
row. Very fortunately for me Sunday Schools 
were set on foot amongst us, a few months after 
the death of my dear child, the chief management 
^ which falls upon us, and requires a great deal 
of attention. They have employed my time and 
thoughts very much, and proved a most seasonable 
relief for diverting my mind from a subject I 
should otherwise have dwelt upon. Our schools 
at present consist of 37 boys and 12S girls, and 
are very promising. We have very good teachers, 
and all my family and three ladies, who are our 
particular friends, attend every Sunday to assist in 
instructing the children. We promise ourselves 
great satisfaction from this employment. It is 
very delightful to see with what readiness the chil- 
dren attend, how willing they are to receive in- 
struction, and how greatly some improve. I wi^h 
you could see our schools ; it is certainly one of 
the most interesting sights in the worlds but per* 
baps you have some at CuUumpton." 



1 
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V S. the little work entitled the " Servants 
Priend^ was written partly in eoitsequence of a 
hint given by the Monthly Review, which was 
lavish in the praise of my " Fabulous Histories" 
last March, and partly in conpliance with a request 
from a charitable lady in Kent, conveyed to me 
by Mr». Carter, who translated Epictetus. I in- 
tended to give instruction to the lower ranks of 
children respecting their treatment of animals, but 
got the'bpok to the present size before I coald in- 
trodece them; that remains to be done in the 
sequel, which, is in great forwardness, I do not 
mean to drop divinity, I had made great progress 
in tlie Epistles before my little girl was ill, and 
shall renew the subject very soon^ 



TO THE SAME. 

^ov. 3, 1786'- 



*^ I must expatiate on the subject of Sunday 
Schools, because I am such an enthusiast in thif 
matter, that I nevet kno^^ wheii to have done- 
They at present answer our most saitgulne expec- 
tations, and our young people, and others in the 
neighbourhood, attend them with so much delight, 
that I think there is no fear of their continuance. 
We devote our Sundays to them, and it is an inex- 
pressible pleasure to see the happy fruits of our 
lQl)ours ; the poor children who were in a very 
rude state are now w^onderfully civilized, and their 
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minds gradually imbibe instructions, which t hofpe 
will influence their conduct through life. For my 
part I am confident that the haiid of God is evi-* 
dent in this institution : the minds of the poor 
seem to be disposed for the reception of divine 
truths, and nothing is wanting but the exertions of 
their superiors* — ^ .*-* -^ i-*- — — — 

TO THE SAME. 

Aiig. 1, 1788* 

My deaf Friend, 

" Your kind letter gaVe me inexpressible 
pleasure on a double account, as it has revived my 
hopes of seeing you in the course of a few months. 
If you use me ^%you ought to^dOy and stay as long 
as you can with me at Brentford, I may possibly, 
when I have learnt to jiy from home^ return your 
visit in Devonshire. I long to see you exceed* 
ingly ; I still keep to my purpose of going oa 
Monday next into Suffolk, but I will own to you, 
that the thought of turning my back on that home, 
where my joys have hitherto centered ; and leaving 
the dear companion, who I am sure would not, 
from the motive of pleasure only leave me for a 
single day, depresses my spirits. — Is this a weak- 
ness? You will be glad to hear that I, and my 
dear girls are better ; I long to introduce my fa- 
mily to you, a few of whom only you have seen, 
and tho^e in a state of childhood : my heart assures 
me you will like them, but I must not indulge on 
this theme. 

VOL. I. K 
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'* You are very good my dear frietidj in permit- 
ting me to pour out my heart to you. 1 am su^ 
ptemely blest, and while I say so the tear of grati- 
tude starts from my eye : I can say from experi- 
ence, " O what treasures has God laid up in store 
for them that love him ; even before the sons of 
man ;" but while my soul enjoys the pleasure at- 
tendant on the esteem of the good and pious, be^^ 
lieve me, it has a more transporting joy in the hope 
of the acceptance of heaven. O that I could with 
unremitting labour employ myself in the delightful 
task of instructing the ignorant ; but alas f the in- 
firmities of human nature, press down the aspiring 
spirit, and I am obliged to submit to many hours of 
inactivity ; for I make it a rule to lay aside my 
books and pen when I find my mind weary. 

TO S 

Aug. 18, 1788* 

** I am very impatient to return to my own dear 
home, and my usual employments. I regret the 
loss of that time, which I hope I could employ to 
a purpose useful to society. I miss those dear 
friends I have left behind me ; in short if I had 
not your sisters with me, I should be quite unhap- 
py, notwithstanding the endeavours of my friends 
here to amuse me* A mother of a large family 
should certainly be stationary : let her wandej^ 
where she may, Care will follow her." 
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(tail. i. With a thankful aiicl a grateful hearty 
O merciful Father^ I acknowledge thy great gdod- 
ness in bringing me to the beginning of another 
year; be pleased to continue to me thy loving 
kindnessj and give me a heart sensible of all thy 
mercies^ and ready to testify my sincere endeavour 
to do thy holy will. O how insufficient of myself 
am I to please thee ! Accept, I most humbly be- 
seech thee, my imperfect services, for the sake of 
toy dear Redeemer* 

Shower down tliy blessings Lord, on this land* 

Spare it for the sake of thy faithful servants^ who 

dwell in it ; check the progress of infidelity and 

vice; prosper the endeavours of those who strive 

to preserve the rising generation from the sitis of 

their fathers ^ and bless with thy choicest beiiedic^ 

tion our good Sovereign, the Queen^ and the Royal 

Family* Bless all my friends and relations, make 

me grateful to my benefactors, and a faithful stew;^ 

ard to the poor. Prosper our handy work ! . O 

Lord, prosper thou our handy work ! Grant that 

all things which are undertaken for the benefit of 

the poor, may answer the ends of reformation^ and 

afford them comfort* 

1^2 
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Bless also the private affairs of our own family, 
and grant us Buch a share of the good things of 
this life, as may be enjoyed without drawing our 
thoughts arid affections from a better world. Give 
uSj I beseech thee, O Lord, . health, peace, and 
competency, and contented minds. 

O merciful and adorable Saviour, my heavenly 
King, receive the homage I willingly pay thee^ of 
gratitude and love, accept my impieriGBct services. 
Vouchsafe to guide me to the end of my days, 
and then admit me into thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen ! 

Jan. l7* A close attention to a new work, the 
(Economy of Charity, has interrupted my Journal, 
but I cannot let the anniversary of my birth-day 
pass unnoticed. 

' Most mercifulFather, be graciously pleased to ac- 
cept my unfeigned thanksgivings for all thy mer- 
cies, from time to time bestowed upon me. O 
Lord, adored be thy name for all the blessings I 
at this time enjoy. O what troubles and adversi- 
ties hast thou shown me, and yet didst thou turn 
again and refresh me. O Lord, be pleased to con- 
tinue to me thy loving kindness, and grant me 
grace to improve in Christian knowledge and prac- 
tice from day to day ; that as my' birth-days re- 
turn, I may look back with comfort, and forward 
with hope. 

Shed, I beseech thee, thy heavenly benediction 
on the various charitable institutions begun amongst 
us, and continue to defend the cause of the poor. 
Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance on me 
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and my family. Make thy face to shine on us, and 
grant us peace. 

Lord Jesus, vouchsafe to guide and protect uij 
now and for ever. Amen ! Amen ! 

Jan. 24. O merciful Father, thou Searcher of 
all hearts, thou knowest my imperfections, thou 
knowest also my love for thee, and my adorable 
Saviour, vouchsafe, I beseech thee, to grant me 
thy grace, that I may understand all my errors, 
and O be pleased to strengthen me to correct them. 
Lord, I acknowledge my manifold sins and infir^ 
mities, 1 have no merits to plead in thy sight, my 
whole trust and dependance are on the merits of 
my blessed Redeemer. 

O merciful Saviour, pity my weaknesses, vouch- 
safe to guide and direct my pen, that while I ana 
striving to excite others to piety and charity, I may 
not expose thy holy religion to contempt and pldi-^ 
cule. Fortify my mind against the discourage- 
ments I meet with, and defeat the malice of ttie 
Devil, that his arts against the institution, which 
promises reformation to the poor, may not prevail. 
JBlessed Jesus, adorable Saviour, accept the willing 
•homage of a heart sincerely devoted to thee. Ac- 
cept my humble service?, and enable me to offer 
thee better. Grant me the aid of thy Holy Spirit^ 
for without thee I am nothing. 

Feb* S3. I have lately enjoyed much peace 
^and tranqurllity of mind, and innumerable bless* 
^ings besides. Though I have applied very closely 
•to ipy pen, I have bad good health and spiiite^ 



O Lord, thy holy Sabl>ath is again returned, 
mercifully grant that I and my dw^r family may 
pass it in a manner agreeable to thy gracious de? 
sign in appointing it. Particularly, O Lord, 
vouchsafe qs thy grace, that we in^y give good ia-? 
etructipns to the ppor and ignorant, a^d awaken 
in their minds a proper sense of religious ((uties. 
Grant to them the same grace, that they may re- 
ceive the seed of thy word in good ground, ancl 
finally bring forth the fruit of everlasti^g life and 
happiness. 

Vouchsafe, Q blessed Saviour, to guide and 
protect my dear husband and children. Hold up 
pur goings in thy paths, that pur footsteps slip 
not. Hear me, adorable Saviour. Merciful Fa- 
ther, accept my humble petitions, for the sake of 
my dear Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Amen J 

April 22. I have enjoyed much peace and 
comfort sincp I last wrote my Journatjt and have 
been able to make a tolerable progress in the Se- 
cond Edition of my Sacred History. Tl^e ^teem 
pf good people, which my works procure me, i^dds 
inuch to my happiness, a^nd animates my ?eal. 

At this time last year I was weepjng oyer a 
dying chiM ; the thoughts of her at this mpment 
Ibwakens my sensibility. Tears again flow. Now 
she is gone^ why should I gr^ve ? I shall, I trust, 
go to her, though she will not return tp me. And 
is then my sweet Apnabel^a, after a few short 
years of an mnocent life, exalted to the presence 
pf b^r Gpd. and Saviour ? And shall I^^ throi^h 
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tiie merits of my Saviour, follow her to the same 
blessed place, if not hindered by my own sins r 
Delightful, comfortable thought ! 

Lord, I am more and more sensible of my 
weaknesses and infirmities, and of the necessity of 
divine grace: vouchsafe to me, I beseech thee, the 
assistance of thy Holy Spirit, that I may please 
thee in all things, and finally obtain the felicity I 
hope for! 

May £8. I have not been able to continue my 
Journal ; my avocations are so numerous, that I 
have not leisure for this exercise. The schools go 
on very well : the success of them adds greatly to 
the happiness of my life^ I have a considerable 
portion of that inward peace, which passes all 
understanding. My husband and children are in 
good health. In short, my blessings aod comforts 
are innumerable, 

1 yesterday experienced one of the greatest 
pleasures this world can afford, in hearing the 
praises of my great Redeemer sung in the most 
exalted strains in Westmin3ter Abbey. Nothing 
was wanting to complete the enjoyment, but the 
idea of its being an office of general devotion, in- 
stead of a mere public amusement To myself^ 
and I doubt not to hundreds besides, ic w8s an act 
of fervent devotion. Blessed Jesus, thou knowest 
with what heart*felt satisfaction.! lifted up my 
thoughts to thee* Lord, I now ackQPwledge, and 
it is the joy of my life to repeat the acknowledge^ 
ment, that thou art worthy to be praised. Ho* 
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nour, and glory, and power, be nnto thee for ever 
find ever ! J am going to-morrow to commemof 
rate, in thy holy Sacrament, thy love to n^nkind ; 
ypuucbsafe to be present with me. 

O merqjful and gracious Father, I most humbly 
beseech thee to have compassion on my manifold 
infirmities. J acknowledge, Lord, my own un- 
"worthiness : I am not deserving pf the least of 
those numberless favours, which thou, in thy great 
goodness, hast showered down upon me, O Lord, 
it is my earnest desire to be thankful for them, and 
to make the best return in my power, by discharg-? 
ing every Christian duty in a manner acceptable tq 
$bee, 



Mrs. Trimmer was so much occupied during 
the y6ar 1787, and the two following years, in the 
establishment of Sunday-schools, and Schools of 
Industry, that she had but little tirfre to continue 
her Journal ; and of the little she did write, scarcely 
any now remains. The applications made to her 
for instructions relating to those institutions, were 
very ntimerous ; but she was delighted to assist in 
so good a cause, and rejoiced at the opportunity, 
thus given her, of being extensively useful. Some 
of the various letters written by Mrs. Trimmer 
upon this subject, and a few of those from her 
correspondents, are brought forward toshow what 
her exertions were upon the occasion^ and how 
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greatly she was instrumental to the formation of 
those schools in the kingdom. The following ex- 
tracts are from letters to the sapfie lady with whom 
she had a correspondence concerning the divinity 
i)f pur Saviour. 



TO MRS. M • 

Aug. 8, 1787* 

r 

** I am very happy in the approbation you ex- 
press of my CEconomy of Charity, and am certain 
you will take pleasure in hearing, that many ladies 
pf rank and fortune have been influenced by it to 
become visitors of Sunday-schools, and to establish 
Schools of Industry. Scarcely a week passes in 
which I have not an accpunt pf new one^, under 
female direction. 

" My idea of Sunday-schools exactly accords 
with your 3, where the children depend entirely oa 
the instructiouiof the masters and mistresses ; the 
real religious knowledge acquired by them can be 
but little, and the advantages you mention are all 
that can be expected from them ; but I have great 
reason to hope, from the communications 1 have 
received from many quarters, that persons of supe^ 
rior abilities will lend their ready assistance* 

" The improvement of those who go to the 
Sunday-schools only, has been as great q.s could 
be expected ; soxne of . them from, not knowing ^ 
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letter when the School opened in July 1786, now- 
read very well in the Testament ; and considering 
what they were^ and what parents many of them 
have, they are really wonderfully civilized*'' 



TO THE SAME, 

Aug. 25, irST. 

^ I mentioned in my last, that many ladies did 
me the honour of consulting me respecting Sunday- 
schools ; and I am happy beyond expression in 
being the humble instrument of awakening their 
attention to the poor. It is a frequent complaint 
with those who are well disposed, that they know 
not what to say to the children. My scheme there- 
fore is, to compose a book which shall point out a 
series of instruction for dififerent classes of chiU 
dren, for every separate Sunday in the year ; and 
as it is my wish to render the Sabbath-day as plea» 
Bant to the children as possible, I shall endeavour 
to convey this instruction in the most pleasing 
form. 

'* As you express your approbation of the CEgo« 
Qomy of Charity, I will give you a little history of 
the occasion of my writing it Some time in the 
}a8t autumn I received a message from the Queen, 
desiring me to ^itttend her at a certain hour ; and 
I accordingly waited on her Majesty, who received 
me with the mo3t condescending kindness, and 
told me she had heard of tbe-suceess of the Schoob 



139 

under my inspection ; and being very anxious for 
their establishment at Windsor, desired to have 
information from me on the subject. I was ho^ 
noured with e^ conference, pf two hours. It is im- 
possible to do justice to the charming manner in 
which the Queen expressed the most benevolent 
sentiments, and (be tenderest regard for the hap* 
piness of the poor. My (Economy was written in 
consequence of this interview, and I was allowed 
to dedicate it to her Majesty. 

'^ It is a great satisfaction to me to see so many 
persons who have ability to relieve the distresses 
of the indigent and ignorqint,*steppiqg forward with 
^\s benevolent vieWf'* 



TO THE SAME. 

, ^^ I returned from my excursion about three 
weeks ago, ffom which I received great benefitp 
find had ti^e happiness of leaving my dear girls b&> 
bind me much better than when they began their 
excursion ; and found all I left at home extremely 
Ifeell. A month *s relaxation brought me an accu^ 
Qiulation of business. I have had a vast deal to 
do since my retqm, 

^' I made it a great point to enquire after Sun^ 
4ayrsqbQol« wherever I went : the only one I had 
VOt opportunity of seeing, was at ^- — ^ in Norfolk, 
where they have be^a established three yearau The 
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children are remarkably clean and orderly in their 
behaviour^ and apparently attentive at Church. 
After divine service I visited the Schools, and 
found the girls with a m4xture of little boys in a 
small room, where they were crowded together so, 
that I could not find a space to sit down, and it 
was intolerably hot : however, I stood and heard 
two or three of them read, M^iich they did very 
fluently. I had the clergyman, and several ladies 
and gentlemen with me, and was fearful if I exami- 
ned them in my ozvn xvay^ it would appear qfficiouSy 
so 1 did not ask them any questions ; but when I 
came into the boy's mom, which was more spa- 
cious, I took courage, and after one of them had 
read very properly the 17th chapter of St. John's 
Gospel, I asked him whose words those were that 
he had been reading. He stared at me a little 
while, and then replied, " They are in my book, 
Maam" I desired him to read the first verse 
over again : he did so : I then repeated my ques- 
tion, to which he answered right. *I then asked 
him, if he knew who Jesus Chiist was? He re- 
plied, our Saviour. I then heard another boy 
lead the Uth chapter 6f St John: when he had 
ended it, I asked him if he knew the meaning of 
the word resurrection ? he considered a little while,' 
and then answered, " No'' I bid him go to his 
seat a little while, and consider with himself, while 
I heard another : he did so ; and I observed him 
looking at his lesson, and consulting with the boy 
who sat next him : so as soon as I was diaengaged, 
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I went up to him, and asked him once more, what 
was meant by a resurrtctian ? He said €is before, 
he did not know. 'I asked him what would become 
of him when he died? whether lie was to lie for 
ever in the grave ? He said, he did not knozv, J 
enquired whether he could repeat bis Creed? 
He said, he knew it every word, I asked him if 
he did not profess to believe in the resurrection 
from the dead, and the life everlasting ? He said, 
" VesJ' . I begged of him to get himself well in* 
formed of those important things ; and would have 
explained tliem to him, but that I was obliged to 
go away. I cannot say but it hurt me much to 
see so fine an opportunity in a manner lost ; for 
the children are remarkably attentive and well dis- 
posed, and may be taught any thing. I mentioned 
to the company my wish to see the minds of those 
poor children opened to religious truths, and hope 
a different plan will be adopted. 

" I agree with you entirely respecting the orders 
of the Sundays-school Society, they are too circum- 
scribed, and yet I cannot think of banishing the 
Scriptures. They are the birth-right of the poor, 
as well as the rich ; and I think we may trust to 
the grace of God^ for making them beneficial. It 
is the business of the visitors to open their minds 
to understand them ; and I do not think it a diffi- 
cult task, The girls in my own class, in two dif- 
ferent schools, have obtained a considerable por- 
tion of religious knowledge. God grant they may 
make a proper use of it !" 
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TO THE SAME. 

" The honour 1 receive in Consequence of my 
exertions to promote the knowledge of that reli- 
gion which is the joy of my life, I most humbly 
ascribe to him, who has made me an instrument in 
his service. 

" I have not time to tell you at present what 
my thoughts are respecting putting the entire 
Scriptures into the hands ctf the Sunday scholars* 
I will only say, tlmt the more I reflect on the sub-* 
ject, the more I am convinced that it is not right 
to supersede the figurative stile in which they 
^)eak of God and divine^ things^ my opinion is, that 
whoever attempts to teach the truths of divine re^ 
velation, should follow the method of the inspired 
writers as nearly as possible. This will be my 
endeavour in prosecuting my plan of the Sunday- 
school Catechist. It is certainly a most laborious 
task, to open the minds of the lower kind of chil- 
dren in general ; but most people are surprised 
with the ready answers which many of them makei 
and I do not despair of their attaining a very com- 
petent knowledge of Christianity, so as to be able 
to profit by reading the Scriptures at home by 
themselves. I say this under a strong confidence, 
that divine grace will accompany our zealous en- 
deavours*'' 
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TO THE SAME. 

^tt?* 19, 1789 

•' I fear I have expressed myself too freely m 
respect to my idea of your opinion concerning the 
parts of Scripture proper to be read by the young 
and ignorant ; or I may possibly have misunder- 
stood you. The children of the poor apprehend 
the truths of Scripture in Ifigurative language very 
easily, with a little help. For instance, John x v^ 
I am the true vine, Sec. I tell the children that 
eur Lord compares himself to a vine, and those 
vho believe in him, to branches, in order to give 
them a notion of the near relation which those who 
believe in him, bear to him ; and in what manner 
God will deal with them, according as they Jead 
good or bad lives* I then question them after 
the following manner. What does our Lord here , 
compare himself to? What does he compare 
God. the Father to? Who are the branches of 
Christ? What is meant by the fruit of these 
branches? What does God do to the branches 
which bear no fruit? What does he do to the 
branches that bear some fruit? I then say, if 
Christians do no good works, they will be cut off 
from Christ, they will not be r^arded as belong- 
ing to him, I suppose? If they are cut off from 
Christ, can tiiey expect to be saved for his sake, 
&c. &c« 
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" Indeed I cannot help thinking, that it is the 
business of the teacher to explain the figurative 
language as soon as possible; and I own, I have 
never been able to find any words so intelligible to 
the lower kinds of people, as the words of Scrip- 
ture. If the Creator condescends to speak of him- 
self and his attributes under familiar terms, it can- 
not be an offence to him to follow the same me- 
thod; and it is reasonable to suppose it must be 
the very best that can be. The greatest part of 
CMir Lord^s discourses were addressed to the lower 
orders of people, and we cannot doubt his having 
been understood by the generality of . his hearers, 
though he appeared obscure to such as were under 
a judicial blindness. Nor do I think their power 
of energy less than when he delivered them ; as he 
sends the Holy Spirit to open the understandings 
of all who are willing to learn ; which can certainly 
effect more than the utmost efforts of human learn- 
ing can accomplish. Far be it from me to depre- 
ciate human reason, I hold the invaluable gift in 
high estimation ; but in the study pf divine truths 
we stand in need of a better guide ; nor do I think 
there can be the least danger in submitting our 
reason to the guidance of the Holy Spirit, if we 
earnestly implore his aid. I would not however 
recomtnend an indiscriminate use of the Sacred 
Volume, there are many parts which do not ^con- 
cern the generality of people ; but I would rather 
make selections, and explain thecn, instead of teach- 
ing diviae truths in common language.' 
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TO MISS P 

Bear Madam, 

I return you many thanks for your kind aU 
tendon in sending to Mr. Gainsborough*9 the 
ticket, which her Majesty had th^ goodness to give 
me for the Abbey. I was very fortunate in being 
seated agreeably to my wishes, and need not tell 
you that the entertainment far exceeded the high* 
«st idea I had been able to form of it. 

I feel myself particularly happy in the honour 
her Majesty does me in desiring to have the plan 
of our Brentford Schools adopted at Windsor* 
Every day's experience convinces me more and 
more of the^great national benefits which may bQ 
expected to arise from this mode of giving religi- 
ous instruction to the poor ; and as her Majesty 
has graciously condescended to become a patroness 
to the institution, in the place of her ovirn imme- 
diate residence, it would be a public misfortune 
should it fail there^ through want of vigilance in 
the conductors of it; the only circumstance, I think, 
that can render it ineffectual. Whenever it is con- 
venient to you, Madam, I shall be happy to see 
you Inland if you can point out any way in which 
my humble services may be useful in promoting 
the accomplishment of her Majesty's benevolent 
wish for the success of the Windsor Schools, I 

VOL. u L 
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sFiall gladly embrace the opportunity of exerting 
them. I have the happiness to see the powerful 
efficacy of royal example, in the flattering attention 
p2|id,to my (Economy of Charity^ Numerous ap- 
plications have been made to me since the publi- 
cation of it, by ladies who are blessed with the 
means of doing good, for information respecting 
the plans proposed in it; and, as far as I hax^e had 
opportunity of observing, a general joy prevails 
among the conductors of Sunday-schools, that her 
Majesty deigns to give an additional proof of her 
tender compassion for the lowest of the people, by 
noticing the institution. I was yesterday at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, to hear the Sermon* at the Annual 
Meeting of the Charity-children in the different 
parishes of London, and its environs ; and had, in 
the course of the day, some conversation with the 
Dean of Lincoln, and other members of the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge; from 
whom I had the pleasure to hear, that the charity 
of Sunday-schools makes a rapid progress, ^nd 
promises to become general throughout the na- 
tion. I beg your indulgence. Madam, for trou- 
bling you with so long a letter; but on a subject 
so near my heart, I cannot be so concise as I 
should otherwise think it necessary to be, in WTit- 
ing to a lady to whom 1 am but little known. 

I am, dear Madam, 
Your much obliged, humble Servant,. 

S. Trimmer^ 



m 



to MRS. 



JSrenifordf June ^, 1788; 

Madanoj 

I understand from my friend, Mrs. S -, 

^lat a Rev. Gentleman, who is about to establishi 
a Suaday-schooi, does me tbe honour of wishing 
lor some information from me on the subject. As 
a little work of mine, entitled the (Economy of 
Charity, has been, through the indulgence of th^ 
public, very widely dispersed, it is most probabla 
that your friend has seen it. I mention this book^ 
because I have in it not only used every argu^ 
ment in my power to induce ladies to become visi-^ 
tors of Sunday-schools; but have, in an Appendix^ 
very circumstantially described the method used ia 
this town for establishing and conducting our 
Schools: And I afterwards published the Appen- 
dix by itself at the desire of a respectable patron 
of Sunday-schools, who flattered me, that it might 
prove useful To this tract I must beg leave to 
refer ; and in addition to that, I have tl^e satisfac- 
tion to say, that we have pursued the plan at first 
adopted, with very little variation, and with as 
much success as could reasonably be expected in 
gucfr a town as Brentford. The subscription has 
been extremely liberal, and therefore we have not 
found it necessary to limit the number, and have 
00 our list at this time upwards of 3Q0 children. 
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In the beginning we rejected all under six years of 
age; but since the children at first admitted, have 
been reduced to tolerable order, and brought pretty 
forward in reading, we have taken in a number of 
little creatures not more than four or five years 
old, who are exceedingly fond of coming, and gil« 
as but very little interruption. We wish to- have 
them at as ^irly an age as possible, before had 
habits have taken root I think it would be ad- 
visable to collect these little ones into a separate 
school, under . a cheerful^ good-natured mistress ; 
but am not certain that this method would answer 
better than our own, as the great girls help to ip- 
struct the little children. 

Our Sunday scholars, who were at first raggecf 
and dirty in the extreme, are now in general very 
tidy, chiefly through the exertions of the parents ; 
but we have distributed a good many articles of 
apparel among the girls. The boys have « occa- 
sionally, for two months together, been allowed 
two-pence in the shilling towards their new cloth- 
ing, which has had a wonderful effect. 

I can think of nothing more to say at present, 
Madam, that is not contained, either in the tract 
already referred to, or in one which I am going to 
publish very shortly. In the l^er, I have at- 
tempted to point out a more extensive mode of 
instruction than has hitherto been adopted. I 
cannot, in the compass of a letter, give you a foil 
Idea of it ; but if you will favour me with a direc- 
tlon to your Rev, Friend, I shaU be happy to pre- 
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4ieiit it to him a3 scxm as it is out of the fHint^r's 
hands. I am very sorry that I have not one of 
the pamphlets by me, and that the time will not 
9jiml of fny sending to the booksellers for one ; . 
but if you will, when in town^ take the trouble g£ 
enquiring for my Account of the Sunday-Schook 
in Old Brent fordf I dare say you may get it at 
any booksellers. You may be certain of having 
it at Mr, Johnson's^ No. 7S, St Paul's Church* 
yard, 

I am very sensible of the great compliment paid 
to me in this application, and should be extremely 
happy to be able to give any useful hints ; and if 
thei£ are any particular questions, which experi- 
ence may enable me to answer, and your friend 
wishes to propose, I beg he will honour me with 
a letter, and I will answer them to the best of my 
knowledge. I am myself an enthusiast advocate 
for Sunday-schools z the more I see of them, the 
more I am convinced of their iitility; but I cannot 
omit saying that without msitarSy little good can 
l>e expected from them : at least in this place they 
would soon fall to the ground without the most 
vigorous exertions. I have had the happiness of 
meeting with most excellent colleagues in Mrs. 
and Miss S ^ and the Miss B 's. 

The papers which acccmipany this letter^ may 
perhaps be acceptable. The sheet of Lessons is 
designed to be cut to pieces, and pasted upon 
4cards: this is an oeconomical scheme to sav^ 
4K)oks* 1 have given leave to Mr. Newbury to 
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print 69itie of thetn, of whom they may be had, tf 
feipprav^d) at a very triflitig expence. 

I h^^e many apologies to make, Madaip^ fioir 
this hasty scrawl, but I could not find tioie to 
write accurately, and was unwilling that a request 
of so plea6ing a nature should not meet with dot 
attention. 

J aqfi^ Madam, 

Your obedient Servant, 
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JOURNAL 

t 

rOR THE 

YEAR 1788. 

to 

Oct. 27. I have for some - months been pre - 
vented froip continuing my Journal, by the con- 
staat employment in which I am engaged. This 
year, as far as it has passed away, has been a ye^r 
of great blessings : the troubles and cares to whigh 
humanity is ever subject, have been mixed \\U)x 
tbetn, but they have been small in comparison of 
what we have suffered in former years : with gra* 
titude to God for bis grace and mercy through 
Jesus Christ, I can now say, that I feel much less 
aflSscted than formerly with worldly evils: thay 
agitate me with apprehension for a little while, 
and then give way to the peace of God, which 
takes possession of my soul: very often in the 
midst of perplexities, I feel an inward assurance 
that no harm shall happen to me while I perseveve 
in the ways of holiness : this kindles a resolution 
to continue to seek the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and a trust in Qod for the perform- 
ance of his promise, that he will never leave or 
forsake those who so trust in him. What can this 
be but the operation of the Holy Ghost the Cani" 
forter J 
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^^O merciful Father, 1 acknowledge with gratitude, 
too great for utterance, tiune abun^^t and repeat* 
ed merc^. I have the most perfect reliance on 
4^y goodness : I plead no merits of my own, but 
I trust in those of my blessed Bedeemen I most 
humbly beseech thee to continue to me and my 
dear husband and children, tby providential care 
and fatherly protection. O shield me from all 
evit and graciously gfaht us siicli a share of world* 
}j^ blessings as shidl enable us to serve thee with 
l}uiet minds. Lord, not our will, but thine be 
doner . . , , 

'' Blessed Jesus, my adorable, my beloved Savi- 
our, not those disciples who were eye-WitiieAses of 
thy miraclto, could have a stron^r belief iti thy 
divine power than I haVe. O Lotxl, I am fully 
persuaded, that in the ^ovi^er Of the Father thdu 
icanst do all things. Extend to me and mine, I 
beseech thee, the aid of thy Holy Spirit: enable 
us in our several relations to do the "will of obr 
heavenly Father, and to submit to all the disped* 
imtiobd of his Providence, without murmuring dr 
discontent. Let every adverse circumstance carry 
bur thoughts on towards that' land where th^ 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest. O Lord, make us sdttisfied \i^ith what 
our beavenly Father isball see fit to allot us. 

£hdue us with tlie graces of humility and iiesig* 
pation." ' . ,. - - ..;.,.'. k. 
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Mrs. Denward having been already mentioned 
in the Journal of 1786, our readers roay possibly 
be desirous of hearing some further particulars 
relating to thb venerable lady. The acquaintance 
which was accidentally begun between her and 
Mrs. Trimmer, through the medium of Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Carter, the translator of Epictetus, grew 
into a friendship which was never remitted during 
the remainder of the Itfe of Mrs. Denward, and 
3vaB a source of great satisfaction to both par- 
ties» 

It is much to be regretted, that most of the let- 
ten from Mrs. Trimmer to her respected friend, 
were destroyed by the executor of that lady : two 
or three only remain, which are sufficient to make 
us lament the loss of the others. Had they all 
been preserved, we should probably have had a 
most interesting detail of the rise and progress of 
Sunday Schools and Schools of Industry, and like- 
wise many little anecdotes relating to the various 
publications of Mrs. Trimmer. Perhaps she was 
wfxe indebted to Mrs. Denward, than to any indi*^ 
vidiial, for encouragement in the exercise of her 
talent for writing instructi<ms suited to the com* 
prehension of the poor« The extraordinary bene- 
volence of that lady, and her intimate acquaintance 
with the manners and habits of the lower orders 
of the people, made her take peculiar pleasure in 
those writbgs of Mrs. Trimmer, which were de- 
signed for their improvement, and induced her 
jsometimes to point out what was wanted for that 
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purpose. When she ventured to suggest -any thing 
of this kind, it was with so much modesty and hu- 
mility, and such deference for the judgment of the 
author, whose writings she admired, that it was 
fflxpossible to be otherwise than pleased with her 
^yice. 

In consequence of a hint given by Mrs. Den- 
^^vard, that the poor stood ia nead of being set right 
%ntii regard to their treatment of the brute crea- 
jtion, Mrs. Trimmer began a tale deiigned to con- 
vey this kind of instruction to them ; but her mind 
being much occupied at tha/l time with Sunday 
Schools, she wa« drawja from her first intention, 
4iad wrote the " Servant's Friend." She however 
took up the subject in a second part, entitled the 
<^ Two Farmers," in whic^ was introduced all that 
JVIrs. Denward had advised oii the treatment of 
jB^nimals. ' Tl>e writing these two bool(s probably 
Jaad to the composing of the ^' Instructive Tales," 
which w^ere 6rst pubjislied in the ^^ Family Maga^ 
aaoe," and also to the description of the borse and 
cither animals m that worl^ wd to the £pibles in the 
*' Charity School Spdliag Book." 
. Nor was Mrs. Denward lesis happy in the en^ 
ooumgement she gave to Mrs, Trimmer, with 
fospect to her plans for the establishnient of schools 
for the instruction of the poor. Her introduction 
of the spinning-wheel, n^eationed in her letters, 
was the origin of a School pf Industry in Brent-r 
• ford, which, though at pr-esent under a difierent 
form, has flourished between twenty and thirty 
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years in that place, and has proved a standing 
benefit to the town. Numberless schools werp 
formed upon the model of this, as ladies were in* 
duced, by the description of it in the " (Economy 
pf Charity," to found similai* establishments. 



TO MRS. TRIMMER, . . 

Chapel-street i Curzoti'Streeff 
May Fair. 

Madam, 

The enclosed letter was lately sent me by a 
friend of mine, to whom it was addressed. How 
far the proposal may be reasonable or agreeable 
to you, I cannot tell, as, I speak it to my shame, 
I never read the work to which it refers. But I 
could not forbear transmitting it to yoli, as the 
account which I have always heard both of your 
character and of the excellent application of your 
talents, would not suffer me to be easy in the omis- 
sion of what might possibly give you an opportu - 
nity of rendering them more extensively useful. 
You will be the more inclined to favour this re- 
quest from being told, that Mrs. Denward, the 
lady who makes it, is pious and charitable to a 
remarkaWe degree. 

Though I have not the honour of being persoo- 
plly known to you, my aoqnaintance with your 
^ood fati^ ami mother, will, I hope, induce 

a 
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^u to forgive ibk liberty which I have 
taken. 

I am^ with great regard, 

Madam, 

Your very humble Servant, 

Eliz. Carter* 

P. & I must b^ leave to trouble you to retufs 
me Mrs. Denward's letter. 

The letter of Mrs. Denward's, alluded to in 
Mrs. Carter's, which does not appear, was pfo- 
bahly containing a hmt for a book, which after^ 
wards made its appearance in the world, und^r 
the title of the Two Farmers. The work men- 
tioned in Mrs. Carter's letter was the " Fabulous 
Histories,** and the proposal to which she alluded 
was, that Mrs. Trimmer could be enduced to write 
a book for the poor upon the same plan, in order 
to convey to them instruction relating to the treat- 
' ment of animals. 

TO MRS, TRIMMER. 

Madam, 

Though my eyes will scarce permit me to 
write a line, I should be guilty of ingratitude if I 
did not attempt to make an acknowledgment for 
your very polite letter, and for the [Measure you 
have given me from your condescending to comply 
with a request, whicb^ from a sense of my owq 
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insignificancy, I could not hat* ventured to ask. 
But my friend, to whom I applied; wrote to the 
excellent Mrs. Carter, who is one of the first and 
most respectable characters in En^and. Nothing 
is more important than a religious and proper 
education, nor does any establishment deserve 
equal attention and encouragement, we cannot 
entertain too high an idea of the merit and' great 
advantage of Sunday Schools : your lemons, Ma^ 
dam, are excellent for the occasion, for certainly 
short lessons, and the truths which they |dculcale^ 
made sensible by examples and comparbons, and 
IKiapted to the capacity and condition of those who 
are to be instructed, must undoubtedly be the best, 
for long dry lectures only puzzle and tire the un- 
derstanding of little children, which is weak* 
Your history of the Two Farmers will come in so 
pleasing a dress to them, that I am sure it will be 
of infinite service. As they will listen to it with 
relish, so they will retain those sweet and benevo-^ 
lent sentiments it abounds with. 

But I am intruding too long on that time which 
you, Madam, are employing to the noblest pur- 
poses, by instructing, with your pleasing and pa- 
thetic pen, the rising generation, and alluring then^ 
M it wete, naturally to the paths of virtue. 

I am, Madam, 

Your most obedient. 

And much obliged^ buitible Servant, 

ITardie$ Courtf Maj/* 
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TO THE SAME. 

Hardies Court, Aug. 9, HB^ 

Dear Madam, 

When I came home yesterday, 1 saw your 
polite letter had found its way to my solitary habi*» 
tation,/or I have i^me time taken up my residence 
in a corner of an old ruinated mansion,^ adjoining 
to a church-yard ; and from an old gallery, where 
I daily take my walk, I view the spot where lie 
mouldering in the dust the remains of those who 
were most dear to me in life ; and from my ad- 
vanced age, I daily expect to be numbered with* 
tbem, and it is to me a pleasing reflection. 

It will be much pleasure to me to hear your 
compositions read (for I cannot see to read my- 
self, my eyes are so defective) ; for I must sayy 
without flattery, that you have the happy talent of 
instructing and pleasing at the same time. Both 
the old and the young may be bene^ted by.yo^^ 
productions. 

Though I have not the happiness, dear Madam^ 
of being personally acquainted with you, I am aurer 
you have an excellent and benevolent heart, and 
I hope God has been pleased to give you an afl3u- 
ent fortune. I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will order. a parcel of the books to be sent to me 
by one of the Canterbury machines, directed for 
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Mrs. Denward, Hardies Court, to be left at Mr. 
Tinch's, linen drapers, Canterbury, and I will take 
care to send the money. 

I am, dear Madam, 

fa 

Your much obliged and humble Servant, 

E. Denward. 



TO THE SAME. 

Hardies Court, Aug, 24, 178^. 

Dear Madam, 

I was charmed with your description of your 
ftmiable family, happy parents ! happy children ! 
God grant that peace of mind, health, and compe- 
tency may be their constant attendants during 
their existence in this transitory state, and eternal 
happiness in that which is to come ! 

I have received the single book (and yesterday 
the parcel) ; it has been read to me, and I received- 
much pleasure. I am sure the work will be of 
great service to the poor children in this neigh- 
bourhood. 

So far I had written the day after I received 
your favour, but was called off. I was afterwards 
taken so ill as to find it necessary to send for a 
physician. I am now, I thank God, much reco- 
vered, but very weak. 
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I was lately recommended to read a dissertatioii 
on the Duty of Mercy^ and Sin of Cruelty to Brute 
Animals, by Doctor Primate : it is an excellent 
treatise, too much cannot be said in praise of it ; 
the Doctor is a powerful and pathetic advocate for 
tlie poor helpless brutes ; I am sure he is a good 
Christian ; I wish his sentiments were universally 
adopted. 

Children cannot be trained too early in life to 
acts of mercy and benevolence; and to allure them 
to search the wretched out^ we should make them 
our little almoners, a tear silently gliding down 
the cheek of a young person at the sight of misery, 
gives a more beautiful lustre to the whole frame, 
than the most brilliant diamond, for it dbcloses 
the beauty of the mind« 

I have taken the liberty, dear Madam, of en-^ 
closing a little note on a banker; and when the 
books are paid for (and, by the by, I should have 
been glad of a few more) I shall be much obliged 
if you will permit your dear little ones to distribute 
the remainder to such poor, sick, and aged objects 
as they think proper. 

Ever since the failure of my eyes (about three 
years) I have every night taken one pinch of Row- 
ley's herb snuff, and believe I have found much 
relief; it is a dazzling only, not the least appear- 
ance of soreness, the white quite clear ; fixing my 
eyes on paper, a thousand zigg zaggs appear, so 
hope you will excuse this wretched scrawl. My good 
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wishes erer attend you^ and all youf aiiiiabld 
family* ^ 

I am, dear Madam^ 
Your obedient^ humble Servant^ 



TO MRS* DENWARI). 

Aug4 Use* 

Dear Madam^ 

You have conferred a singula^ obligation, as 
well as honour/ Upon niy dear children, by ap- 
pointing them your almoners : they beg me to con- 
vey their thanks^ and at the same time to assure 
you, that it will give them extreme satisfaction to 
dispense your bounty agreeably to your benevolent 
intentions* The neighbourhood being very popu* 
lous, and the proportion of poor very great, the 
frequency of application often exceeds our ability, 
and therefore your donation is a valuable acquisi- 
tion, particularly at this time, as the late establish* 
ment of Sunday Schools has required exertions 
for the benefit of tlie young, which rather interfere 
with the interest of the sick and aged. It is asto^ 
nishing to see the success of these schools in this 
place, and I cannot help attributing it to the great 
attention of young persons who regularly attend 
three limes a day, and assist the teachers in in-* 
structing the poor children. Delighted to be thus 
Vol. !• M 
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noticed by persons of their own age, whom ffi^ 
regard^ as so much their superiors, the scholars are 
emulous to ioiprove in every reSjpecL Instruction 
given in this way operates in a two^fold manner 
on those who give, as well as those w ho receive it. 
In ordei- to encourage the girls to be cleanly, and 
dress suitably to their station in life, the young 
ladies make caps and handkerchiefs, which they 
with their own hands put upon those m4io deserve 
rewards. It is really very pleasing to hear them, 
when assembled together, contriving little schemes 
for the advantage of their pupils, and expressing 
their wishes for the return of Sunday, instead of 
regarding that holy day as the interrupter of theirs 
joys. 

I know nat whether it is* usual foi: young peisonsr 
in other places to attend the Sunday Schools; if I 
thought it were not, I would adiebess them pul>- 
licly on the subject,, because I aro confident,, were- 
the practice general^ it would have, a happy effect 
OH the higher as well as lower ordei a of children^ 
who certainly should be taught to regard each other 
as fellow-christians. 

I am happy to find, Madam^ that yott approve 
the Servant'^ Friend ; you will oow understand 
that the Sunday Schools turaedmo out of the path 
you before prescribed me: however, I shall endea-* 
v.our to say every thing you wish me to do in favour 
of animals, in the Two Farmers. 

I hope you will allow me the honour of dedicate 
ing this little work to you. You may trust me,: 
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Madam, tot you will riot find me a flatterer, and 
it would afford me great pleasure to give a public 
testimony of lay esteem for you, 

I am, dear Madam, 
Your obliged and obedient Servant, 

S. TillMMER* 



TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Sept. 1, 11S6. 

Dear Madam, 

I am very ill, and by no means fit to write, 
yet I CQuld not neglect thanking you for your kind 
expressions of esteem for me, and for the honour 
you intended me in a dedication. I am truly sen- 
sible of the compliment you designed me, but give 
me leave to say it ought not to be, for in matters 
of public utility, the advantage of the cause is the 
first thing to be considered ; now a treatise on the 
great advantage of Sunday Schools, written by 
your pathetic and pleasing pen, may be productive 
of infinite good; but without presuming to dic-r 
late, give me leave to hint, that the work should 
be dedicated to some lady of dignity, suppose the 
lady of the Archbishop of Canterbury ; in her ex- 
alted station she may be a powerful patroness, and 
I hear the Archbishop is a great advocate for Sun- 
day Schools. 

Your plan for the young ladies to preside over 
the Schools in their respective neighbourhoods, I 
am much charmed with, there they will find the 

:m51 
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hiost heart-felt satisfaction, and the noblest em* 
ployn^ent for their superior stations. What are 
gay equipages, glittering dresses, balls, routs, &c, 
but superficial pleasures that sicken and fade away 
in the enjoyment, and little better than fantastic 
dreams. 

. The Rev. Dr. Home* has a very large Sunday 
School at Canterbury, to which be gives vast at- 
tention; his children all sing hymns delightfully, 
I am told; I suppose your's all sing Psalms and 
Hymns. 

Before I conclude this scrawl, I am sure I ought 
to ask your pardon, for saying so peremptorily 
it ought not to be : the reasons are these : I am a 
being much too insignificant to be noticed. Borii 
and bred in the shades of life, living always recluse 
and unknown, except to the little remote village 
adjohung; the widow of a clergyman unpreferred, 
except a laborious curacy of 251. a year. He would 
have made a most excellent parish-priest, he was 
an admired and edifying preacher. 

My best wishes attend all your amiable family. 
I was extremely glad to find, that your dear 
daughters took so politely and in good part the 
mite I sent for their poor neighbours, that I have 
herewith enclosed another mite for the same pur- 
pose. 

I am, dear Madam, 

Your much obliged, humble Servant, 

E. Den WARD* 

* Afterwards Bishop of Norwich, 
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TO MRS. DENWARD, 

Dear Madam, 

I should not so long have deferred acknow^. 
ledging your ohliging favour, but that I was fearful 
my correspondence would be If oublesome to you, 
"while you were so much indisposed. You hav^ 
' had my constant wishes for your recovery, and I 
hope to have the satisfaction of hearing of it, but 
beg it may be by another hand ; for believe me, 
dear Madam, the idea of your writing to me with 
so much pain to yourself, gave me a great deal of 
uneasiness, and considerably abated the pleasure 
I should otherwise have received from the fresh 
proof of your good opinion of me and my fa- 
mily. 

I have at length completed the tale of th^ Two 
Farmers, into which is introduced, I hope, all TiXt 
Primate's sentiments respecting mercy aqd cruelty 
to brutes, that are Jevel with the capacities of the 
lower ranks of people, and as ipuch religious and 
moral instruction as- 1 could well add without 
making th^ work too grave. I shall put it into 
the printer's hands to-morrow, and he promises to 
print it without delay. It is a great disappoint'- 
ment to me not to be allowed to dedicate it agree- 
ably to my wishes; but I would by no means 
jiraw you from the retirement you seem to delight 
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fa, and therefore yield the point to your bettejr 
judgment, yet I cannot help repcj^ting that I \voul4 
not have hurt your delicacy by flattery. 

I am much obliged by your kind hint respecting 
the Archbishop oY Canterbury's lady; but as I 
have not the honour of bein? known to her, and 
I question whether she has ever heard of my 
name, I do not like to ask the favour, lest sh^ 
should rank me with mercenary authors; and I 
have reason to hope, from the great sale of the 
** Servant's Friend," that this little work wjll 
make its own way witliout the patronage of the 
great, which would be more agreeable to me, un- 
less I was sure of their good opinion also. Dp 
not call yourself an insignificant being, my deat,- 
Madam, if you can perform such acts as you hav^ 
done me the honour of making me witness to, 
you by no means deserve such an epithet. Where^ 
ever you have been born or bred, you are pos- 
sessed of that spirit of universal benevolence which 
would ennoble a rank much inferior to that of 
the widow of a respectable clergyman. 

My daughters return their respectful an4 
grateful thanks for your last deposit, which they 
tviil take c^re tQ distribute in such a ipanaer as tq 
l^nswfsr your kind intention. 

1 am sorry to say our Sunday scholai's da no^ 
yet sing Psalms or Hymns ; the boys are b^gin; 
ning to learn, but the generality of the children did 
not "know ^heir letters when the schools opened, 
which was about 16 weeks ago ; they are greatly 

4 
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improved in reading, &c. and begin to make a very 
decent appearance. Their attachment and re- 
spectful behaviour to us who teach them is flatter- 
ing. My best wishes, with those of my whole 
family g^ttend you. 

I remain, dear Madam, 

Your obliged, and obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

Sa^ah Trimmer. 



TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Hardies Court y Oet, 5, 178$. 

Dear Madam, 

I was favoured with your kind enquiry 
^fter my health, I am, I thank God, much re* 
covered, and am going in a few days for change 
of air. I am very glad your last letter came be- 
fore I set out, otherwise it might have lain here a 
month or more, and of consequence I should have 
been much lowered in your esteem ; an event 
which would give me n^uch pain. This stamp act 
is very inconvenient to persons far in the country; 
1 cannot get one without sending five miles ; but 
we must accommodate ourselves to inconvenioncy 
for the good of the public. I am very sorry to 
b^YP giv^n you so rpugl) trqqtile by rqy Hegligeqg? j 
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I ought to have remerobered to mind the stamps ; 
for last year I owed a neighbour of mine £l6Q^ 
I gave him a draft, and calling upon him two or 
three days after, unluckily at the very time the 
draft was returned to him, lie flew fit me in so vio- 
lent a passion, tbat { thought he would have 
aiampt me into the earth ; I was glad to get out 
pf his sight as quick as I could, and send him a 
proper draft. Please to present my kindest coo^ 
pliments to all your most amiable family, 

1 am. 

Dear Madam, 

Your obedient, humble Servant, 

E. D{;N^ARPf 



TO THE SAME. 

fl(irdies Court, Nov. 8, 1786t 

Dear Madam, 

I was favoured with your's, and it is really 
a heart^felt pleasure to me to be esteemed by the 
good and the wise, in which number you most 
certainly are, though self knowledge which to me 
is very humiliating tells me you are too partial to 
me. 

Your book has been read to me, and I am highly 
pleased with it, and am convinced it will be of infr* 
pite benefit Dr. Home, the J)e^ of Canterbury^ 
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who is one of the hest and most benevolent men in 
the world, is exceedingly pleased with your " Ser* 
vants Friend^'' and has given each of bis servants 
one, and I am sure he will be delighted with this. 
- I met the other day with an account in the 
newspaper, of a spinning wheel, so constructed 
that eighteen small children might spin at the 
same time, which twists the threads of itself at 
the pleasure of each spinstress. It v\as invented 
about twenty years ago by the late Mr. Bernard 
Barton, of Carlisle, mentioned by Pennant, in his 
Travels, it cost at first only five pounds, and 
is very seldom out of repair ; now dearest Ma- 
dam, you are so prone to do good, that I will 
make no apology, but wish you to get one of 
them, and present it as your own gift to the poor 
of your parish. I think it will be of infinite ser- 
vice as it will inure them early in life to industry, 
I have therefore taken the liberty of enclosing a 
Jittle draft to purchase the spinning wheel. 

My eyes, — but I must not complain of them, 
with God's permission they have been my friends 
for more than seventy years, and we cannot be 
too grateful to Gqd for the great blessing of eye 
eight. 

Please to remember me most kindly to all your 
amiable family. 

I am. 

Dear Madam. &c. &c. 
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TO TIJE SAME. 

Ifov, 23, 1786, 

pear Madam, 

I should long sii)ce have thanked you for your 
5ircry friendly letter, but waited to receive the par- 
jeel whiclj (ii4 not come to hand until late last 
night, owing to my not thinking to send to tb^ 
hoys. I am exceedingly gjad to find that you ap- 
prove of the spinning wheel, and that you sq bene? 
volently undertake to countenance it ; | Have hercr 
with inclosed the paragraph which was in our news- 
paper about a month ago ; I asl^ a thousand par- 
dons for not sending it to you at firsts for I should 
have considered that our newspaper was not uni- 
versal. I herewith inclose the little draft ; and 
must desire the favour of one of your amiable 
daughters to buy flax to set the acbpol agoing, 
and also to employ for a short time a clever expert 
spinstress to instruct the little dhildren, for I know 
by experience, that the best instruction, even in 
spinning is of importance. Soma years ago I 
wished to learn to spin, being determined to spend 
one hour every day in that useful employment. 
I foolishly engaged one to teiich me, who was s^ 
mere bungler, and I was myself a bungler ever 
after, for I never could atjtain that easy slight of 
hand, which makes the thread so even, and 4:hQ 
work so pleasant^ owing to bad instruction ^| 
first 
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A thousaad thanks to yoq, my dfiar Madam,, 
for the sweet prints, thjey will be a iwost pleasing 
^nd instructive ornament to the humble school 
here, justly may the reviewers style you the good^ 
the ingenious Mrs. Trinimcr. 

You most kindly, dear Madani, enquire aftejr 
my healthy I should be ungreatful to Heaven tp 
pomplain, for God has granted to me fqr near 
seventy years, an excellent share of health; I 
gcarce knew what it was during that period to suffep 
an hour's illness j but since the loss of a beloved 
sister my health, my strength, and freqqently nay 
spirits fail me. 

My kindest, best wishes attend you and your 
^.miable family, and believe me, &c. 

E. Denwaud. 



TO THE SAME. 

fiamsgate, Dec^ 13, 1786» 

Dear Madam, 

Your favour rejoiced my heart, for I look 
on her Majesty's sending for you as a most happy 
circunistance. Your abilities, the excellency of 
your heart, and your zeal for promoting virtue, ar^ 

such that no one could be more judiciously chosen. 
I hope in God, our beloved Queen, will be the 
patroness of Sunday Schools ; it is an event most 
devoutly to be wished, her example will cause 
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them to be universal ; they will soon be extended 
over the whole kingdom. Instead of that profliga- 
cy which now so much prevails, we shall see piety 
and gratitude to God, innocency of life, honest in- 
dustry with every moral and social virtu? take 
place in the rising generation ; how many poor 
souls have been sadly neglected, for certainly if 
the beauty of virtue, and the deformity of vice, 
had been early implanted in their tender minds, 
they would rarely if ever have strayed from the 
path of virtue. 

I imagine good Mrs. Emington is dead^ for 
a heart so benevolent as her's would have rejoiced 
at giviiJg you information. Would you have roc 
send to the printer of the Canterbury News, for 
more particulars concerning the wheel? I am I 
own very anxious for the success of it, for if your's 
answers, I shall then get one here for the poor 
girls; who are too often idle for want of employ*- 
ment ; as to the boys they spend two or three 
hours every day in gardening, agriculture, hedging, 
digging, &c. 

I have been very ill since I wrote last, and 
am advised to the sea air, so I an) now at Rams- 
gate, in the Isle of Thanet, so please to direct to 
me there when your favour me with a letter, at Mr. 
Smith's. 

Our excellent Dean was much pleased with your 
^ Two Farmers.'' 

I hope all your amiable family arc well, txx 
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\yhoin my best and kindest wishes, and believe me 
to be, &c. 

£. Denward. 



TO THE SAME. 

Ramsgaie, Dec, Q6, 1786^ 

Dear Madam, 

I should not again so soon intrude on your 
time, but for two reasons ; the first to return you 
my most hearty thanks for your truly friendly^ 
polite, and kind invitation ; this proof of your good 
will towards me makes me very happy, and sure 
nothing more pleasing than to enjoy the society of 
such amiable beings ; but I must tell you how I 
am circumstanced. I have a nephew lately mar« 
ried, they are gone to settle in Wales, and have 
importuned me to pass the winter with them; but 
before the day fixed arrived, I was taken too ill to 
take so long a jouruey, and advised to the sea air, 
from which I have found much benefit, but if I am 
alive and well enough, I have promised to wait on 
them in the Spring; taking the Oxford road, I 
can then call for a few hours, on my good friends 
at Brentford, whom I so highly esteem and re^ 

spect. 

My second reason for intruding on you ^ 
this, the wheel is daily in, my thoughts, and on re« 
flection I think I have been niggardly, as ,at first 

7 
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ietting bff unforeseen ex](Jenc6s ivill ocair, Ae 
wheel I suppose will be large, which with flie ad- 
dition of twelve girls, will require a spacious 
room, dry and airy for their health's sake, I there- 
fore have enclosed half a note, and will send 
the remainder another time, wishing you to pro- 
cure a sftore room, or some out building in a gar- 
den for the purpose. 

You have much trouble, deaf Madam, in this 
matter, but if it should answer your expectation, I 
am certain the trouble will v^hi^h, and pleasure 
will succeed to one of your benevolent mhidf. 

My kindest^ best wishes attend all youf truly 
stmiable family ; may Heaven prolong your valua- 
ble life for the good of others, i$ the sincere wish 
of, 

Dear Madam, 

Your much' obliged, and aflfectbmatei 

E. DenWakd. 



TO THE SAME. 



Ramsgaie^ Jdn^ ^, lUl. 

Dear Madam, 

If it please God, that I should be an idha*-' 
Ifcant of ttiis wortd next April, and niy strength 
perhiit* I purpose my jburney to my nephew ; your 
itiost kind and hospitable invitation tb' lodge thd 
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pilgiiin on the road^ is a tefliptation too pleasing, 
to be resisted, but I must not depend too much 
^ on it, it is long since I passed tlie age of man, the 
Royal Psalmist gives us a melancholy descriptioo 
of life after that period, and I daily feel the force 
of it 

It ^ves me great pleasure to hear we are to 
liave more of your productions soon, you are so 
plieasing, and so useful a writer, and make so ex-^ 
eellent a use of the talent Heaven has bestowed 
on you, ib^i you should tievei^ be long dormant. 
Now as the poorest little insect may occasionally 
be of some use^ give; me leave to offer you a* hktf 
or two. 

Do you not think a spinning wheel would be 
particularly beneficial in sea port towns, in most 
of them theie are great numbers of poor children, 
some few indeed are put to school, but the greatest 
number pass their childhood in rags and idleness^ 
having no employment but mischief until they are 
old enough to go to sea, they are then launched 
into life, totally ignorant of their duty to God and 
man. Is not this the cause that the British sailors, 
though very brave, indeed are very profligate, pro- 
fane, and immoral ? 

Second hint The inhabitants of almost every 
parishcpmplain of the high rates of their poor sessfes : 
if they would be at the ex pence of erecting one of 
the ingenious Mr. Barton's wheels in every parish^ 
would they not soon find their account in it ; for 
if the poor children earn but Sd. or 3d. a day each|. 
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it would be an object at the year's end, iSuflficient 
to clothe them, or at least to find them in linen ; they 
can never want work, as spinning can never be 
out of fashion, and in the sea port towns spinning 
coarse thread for sails would be a continual em- 
ployment for them. 

I have spun out this scrawl to a good length, 
if my dear Madam, you have patience to read it 
through, I must beg the favour of you to put it in 
the fire, as I hope you do all my other scrawls, for 
really I am not fit to correspond, quite superannu- 
ated, but my zeal for the cause, and your un- 
bounded goodness will I hope plead excuse for 
the defects of dear Madam, 

Your affectionate, humble servant, 

E. D£NWARD, 



TO THE SAME. 



Ahergavenni/t Monmouthshirff 



Dear Madam* 



I thank God we got safe to our journey's 
end without the least accident, and found the two 
servants at the inn, where they arrived the day 
before ; the roads in general good, but in some 
places tremendous, at least to me, who for a long 
time past have travelled only by my fire side. 
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I could not pass through Ross without visits ' 
ing the tomb of the excellent Man of Ross, an4 
when I walked over his grave, I thought of you. 
I there heard an instance of gratitude, which 
charmed me ; a poor boy educated in the charity . 
school there, being industrious, was successful in 
lift*, and dying a few months ago, left a noble bene- 
faction of <£200. a year for a charity school there ; 
so they have a second Man of Rofes. 

This is a small ill built town, the lodgings 
bad, and very dear; but the country romantic 
and pleasant. I expected in a town so remote 
from the capital, and surrounded with mountains, 
to find the inhabitants plain and simple, and 
rather in the pastoral style, but it i^ not so, they 
are as attentive to the modes of dress as in Lon- 
don, and have a succession of assemblies, routs, 
find card parties ; thus engaged in these little 
scenes of fugitive pleasures, life insensibly glides 
away. Here are no Sunday Schools, and sure in 
no place are they more wanted; it is indeed 
grievous to see the poor neglected ragged children; 
the minister has great property of his own, besides 
good preferment. What an important office is 
that of a parish priest 1 and how delightful to a 
good man to lead his little flock to Heaven ! here 
is but one church, the parish very large, and many 
very rich families. I am resolved, as soon as I 
can with any degree of propriety, to introduce your 
book ; it is an excellent production, and does ho- 

vox., I. N 
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nour to youf heart and pen, and may possibly be 
of great use. 

Here are coal pits near tbe town, and one daify 
sees hundreds of poor little half starved horses, so 
unmercifully loaded that their little legs bend un« 
der them, and their unfeeHng drivers^ who are 
scttrce better than savages, knocking and worrying 
them to death. They are remarkably cruel here 
to the brute creation ; the children have nothing t<x 
do but mischief, and the young men very riotous* 

My nephew is gone to Bristol for his wife, and 
his harpsichord ; he b a sweet musiciab, judges 
think him a capital performer. I believe he is 
not long for this world, but had a fancy to try tlie 
air of these mountains, and entreated me to come 
with him; I could not refuse. He has taken a 
house here, but it will not be fit to occupy this 
month. 

If you think, dear Madam, that a subscript 
tion for a spinning room would be proper, I will 
most readily give twenty guineas, as from u person 
unkntmn. My kindest, best respects to your ami- 
able family, and believe me to be. 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

£. D£NWARD. 

p. S. A lamentable sctawJ, 1 connot see to re&d . 
it 
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TO THE SAME; 

r I 

Abergavcnni/y March ^6, 178?. 

iOear Maddm, 

The favour of your's gave me great ple^surfe, 
and I was delighted with the account you gave m6 
of the progress of Sunday Schools* I am sure it 
would grieve your heart to see the vast number of 
poor, neglected, ragged, ignorant, idle children, 
with which this place abounds* My heart is so 
warm for the promotion of Sunday Schools, that 
when there is the leaist prospect of success, 1 
would do my utmost ; but, alas, what can be done 
by a stranger in my humble walk of life, and in a 
place where there are so many opulent families. 
The Church is crowded with elegant dressed ladies, 
and many genteel equipages at the porch* They 
cannot avoid seeing these forlorn babes t the mi- 
nister is a sensible man, but he does not seem to 
be much acquainted with Sunday Schools. 

When 1 left my venerable walls, I fully intend- 
ed, if it pleased God to continue my life, to return 
home by the end of March : some unexpected 
events have happened, which detain mo here, and 
will deprive me of a pleasure long expected, of a 

visit from Sir Richard and Lady C , in their 

return from France, in April : he is one of the 
most benevolent of men, and delights in doin|{ 

N 2 
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good offices to his fellow-creatures, Havins been- 
abroad some years, he may possibly not have heard 
of the Sunday-schools and the spinning-wheel, 

both of which I am sure he will establish in ^ 

(where he has a large estate) when they are ex- 
plained to him. With this hope I have taken the 
liberty, dear Madam, (as I know the goodness of 
your heart, you will not be angry with me) to de- 
sire therti to call on you, as I suppose they will 
make a short stay in London. 

I have, with much difficulty, got so far in my 
scrawl, and have enclosed what 1 mentioned ; for 
if the subscription does not take place for a room, 
the children will be pleased to have linen of their 
own spinning. 

I am often here reminded of the old adage, that 
*^ home is home ;" but my nephew's partiality to 
this place, and my wish to contribute to his hap* 
piness, will detain me, I fear, too long : a want of 
proper firmness sometimes leads us into errors; 
but I could not resist the importunity of a ne- 
phew, who, to all appearance, is not long for this^ 
world. My kindest, best wishes, to all your fe- 
mily. 

Dear Madam, 

Your's^ most affectionately^. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Abergavenny^ April 16, 1787. 

Dear Madam> 

You will, I fear, think me very impertinent 
in troubling you so often with my scrawls ^ but I 
am anxious to tell you a piece of news : the ladies 
here are determined to establish a Sunday School, 
This good intention of their's, so happy for those 
poor forlorn children, is, I really believe, owing to 
jour " (Economy of Chariiyj^ which has cir- 
culated among them for some weeks past, and 
called forth their tenderness, which I hope now 
will be exerted according to their abilities, and 
many here have it much in their power. Even the 
Vicar is your convert, I hope in time the spin- 
ning-wheel will be introduced. Here is no manu- 
factory; the poor, who are the bulk of the inha- 
bitants, are the most idle, ragged, and profligate 
people I ever saw, owing to a total neglect of edu- 
cation : the rising generation will have cause to 
bless the memory of you and Mr. Raikes. I hope 
in God the ladies will persevere in their present 
good disposition. I scarce ever take a walk with- 
out being hurt by the wanton cruelty J perceive 
in the children towards poor animals ; therefore, 
my dear Madam, I wish you would spare a few of 
your precious hours, in writing a few pathetic fa- 
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bles by way of dialogue ; for example, the poor 
old horse worn out with. age. ancj ill usage, entreat-*^ 
ing his unfeeling master for his past services, to 
give him the corner ,of his meadows, to rest his poor 
bones, and nibble a little grass ; but if that boon 
i{j denied, he entreats an easy d^ath. The fish 
and poirltry entreating the unthinking cook-maid, 
$inee they are , doomed to die, not to put them to 
the torture 

■" The patient ass, who scarce ever finds an advo- 
cate; the butterfly, tormented by an innocent little 
child, who is not sensible that he hurts the poor 
faniraal : the faithful, grateful dog, who looks up 
with a speaking eye to man for his protection, 
ttimed out to starve, because he has lost his beauty, 
to make way for another, who will soon experi- 
ence the same fate. A few dialogues on this plan, 
from your pleasing pen, I am certain will be of 
great service to restrain cruelty, and allure poor 
children to be sensible of the enormity of a vice 
that hardens their hearts, and leads to all manner 
of barbarity. 

My nephew's stay here depends on circum- 
stances ; so that it is uncertain when I can get 
away, but I hope it will be in a few days. My 
dear Madam, I hope you will excuse tliis wretched 
scrawl, and this nonsense. May the choicest 
blessings of Heaven attend you and your's, is the 
>vish of your much obliged, 

liumble servant, 
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TO THE SAME^ 

mUchurch, May 24, J7S7. 

My dear Madam, 

I thought before this time I should have had 
tlie pleasure of waiting on you for a few liours in 
my way home; but I am detained here on my 
nephew's account, waiting the arrival of his little 
boy. 

We stayed at Abergavenny some days longer 
than we intended, to enjoy the pleasure of seeing 
the poor children make their appearance for the 
£rst time at Church, arid indeed it gave me heart* 
felt satisfaction. There were about eighty of them, 
boys and girls. What a pleasing change ! many 
of them, who the week before were in nothing but 
rags, now made a decent appearance ; their pa* 
rents being ashamed to send them quite ragged, 
did their utmost, and indeed this will engage them 
to be industrious. Some of the ladies had helped 
them out, with caps, handkerchiefs, and shoes. 
The children were delighted, and behaved with 
great decency; and the Minister, to his honour, 
made a very good discourse on the occasion. The 
subscription is so very slight, that the ladies will 
not feel it; only a few yards of ribbon less on their 
hats, and so change a fantastic pleasure foi a re^l 
one. 
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I was delighted with your account of the spin- 
ning-wheel ; if it please God that I live to return 
to Hardies, I will build a room adjoining to the 
little humble school there, and place one in it. 
The ladies in Abergavenny talk of having one ano- 
ther year ; your " CEcononiy of Charity" has awa- 
kened in their minds all that benevolence which 
before lay dormant Your memory, and that of 
the worthy Mr. Raikes, will ever be retained there 
with the highest respect 

I am at present in a pleasant little village called 
Whitchurch, near Ross, in Herefordshire; how 
long I continue here depends upon my nephew s 
affairs : from the inhabitants I receive many civi- 
lities pleasing to a stranger. That every happi- 
ness may attend you and all your family, is, dear 
Madam, the sincere wish of, 

Your's, most affectionately,' 

E, Den WARD, 



TO THE SAME. 

Soho Square f June 5, 17^7' 

My dear Madam, 

My brother and niece going a tour into York- 
shire, wished me to be of their party : I hurried 
up to Ltj^on on that account, and we are to set 
off to-morrow morning. I much wished to wait 
on you, and all your amiable family, for whom I 
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have a great affection; but the shortness of my 
stay would not permit me that satisfaction : how* 
ever, I shall hope to see you at my return. 

I have a hundred things to say and to consult 
you about j indeed^ my dear friend, I am quite 
sorry time will not permit me to wait on you, or 
my eyes to add a word more, .than I am most 
affectionately your's, 

E. Denward. 






TO THE SAME. 

. Hardies Courts Sept. 4, 1787« 

Dear Madam, 

I was very much delighted with the account 
you gave me of the King and Quqen's approba- 
tion of the wheel, and their condescending and 
truly benevolent behaviour to the poor little chil- 
dren : they surely will never forget the happy day. 
I was with you in idea at the time I thought you 
were all assembled at Kew, and heartily wished 
success to the wheel. 

You are excessively kind, in bestowing a few 
moments on me, moments which are so precious 
to you, and which you so wisely employ. 

Sir Richard and lady C are now at their 

seat in -, where he is very attentive to Sun- 
day Schools. They were very soiTy it was not in 
their power to wait on you^ their stay in London 
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being SO short My kindest, best regards, to all 
your amiable family, and believe me to be, 

Your much obliged 

And affectionate Servant, 

E. Denwabd, 

P. S. Thank God I got safe home; I made two 
days of it, for I find I am not so good a traveller as 
I was fifty years ago. My compliments, if you 
please, to the good old gentleman your father- 
in-law, 

TO THE SAME. 

Nw. 13, lYsr* 

Dear Madam, 

I have left Hardies Court, and am at present 
at my brother's, in Soho Square, where it will give 
great pleasure to my niece and to me to see yon. 
1 propose going soon to Kensington, and to wait 
on you. 

When you write to good Mr. Raikes, please to 
present my respectful compliments, and tell bioQ, 
that in passing through Glocester, I waited on him; 
he was from home, but I took the liberty of leaving 
five guineas for the poor children at Abergavenny, 
and shall be much obliged to him if he will send 
it to Mrs. Page, at Dr. Tudor's, in Abergavenny, 

2 
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to be disposed of as that My thinks proper amoog 

the Sunday scholars. 

Your's^ dear Madam, 

Most affectionately, 



TO THE SAME. 

Dec. 8, 1787. 

Dear Madao), 

I hope I shall soon be able to wait on you, 
not only to enjoy the pleasure it always gives me 
to see you, but to explain the reason of my leav« 
ing Kensington so suddenly, as not to wait on you, 
which at present has the appearance of want of 
attention : I should be very sorry to be guilty of 
the least shadow of disrespect to a character I so 
highly and so justly esteem. 

I forget whether I told you that Sir Richard and 

Lady C passed a few days at Hardies Courts 

in their way to France : they lamented that it was 
not in their power to wait on you, but they made 
00 stay in London, so they must defer the plea* 
sure of waiting on you to a future day. He men- 
tioned not a word of the lottery tickets ; and as 
the balance was in my favour, I thought it would 
be impolite in me to mention it As I paid 30U 
fqv the ticket, that lOL you see is mine, and tbo 
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best way of disposing of it will certainly be to lay 
it out on the poor children this approaching Christ- 
mas, in the manner you think proper, and then I 
am sure it will be right. 

I am, dear Madam, 
Your's, most affectionately, 

E. Denward. 



TO THE SAME. 

Hardies Court, Feb. 7, 1788. 

Dear Madam, 

My eyes are very dim, every thing is in a 
mist; but I could not resist scrawling out my 
thanks to you for your very kind and comfortable 
letter. I have at the best but weak spirits, and 
my nephew's misfortunes and disorder have af* 
fected me much : I ever had a maternal affection 
for him. Great affections are great afflictions ; 
but for all that I should be very sorry to have the 
disposition of a Stoic. Things may come round 
again ; we must do what we hope is for the best, 
and leave the event to Heaven. 

I find a heart-felt satisfaction in the reformation 
of the poor children here since the establishment 
of this little humble school* There was a time 
when they were ragged, idle, ignorant, and full of 
mischief : now they are orderly^ decent^ and weU 
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behaved, and attend iheir master twice a day fcr 
divine service on a Sunday. The churches Rvef 
two miles from each other, and they sing Psalml» 
and Hymns admirably well. When the afternoon 
service is over, there is a good fire in the school 
room; and the master and mistress^ to their credit, 
give their time the rest of the day to instruct all 
children who are disposed to come from the neigh- 
bouring parishes, to read, and sing Psalms and 
Hymns ; so that the Sundays are spent innocently 
and pleasantly, and I hope profitably: indeed they 
all seem to think so, finding by experience, that 
Religion and Virtue produce the truest plea- 
sure. 

Your Family Magazine is an excellent plan ; 1 
shall constantly send for it, and have it read in this^ 
little school. I am highly obliged to you for what 
you sent to these poor little ones. It is not yet 
come to hand, but may be at Canterbury, as I 
send but once a week. I shall be very glad of the* 
machine for garters. What an excellent man is 
the good Bishop of London : I hope in God his 
truly christian and benevolent example will have 
due weight. 

I C£U3 compare myself only to an old snail, that 
lies dormant in a crack of an old ruinated wall, 
during the winter season ; and m the spring, whea 
the glorious sua revives all nature, she leaves her 
unenvied habitation^ and glides forth to partake 
of the firuits of the earth ; so if it please God that 
I live to the spring, you may see the snail glide* 
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to Brentford, where she has been so kindly irt-» 

vited. 

My kindest regards and good wishes ever attend 
all your fire side, not forgetting the good old gen- 
tleman. 

Tour's, mdst affectionately, 

Dear Madam, 

E. DENWAiirr* 

I*. S. My poor old dog, who is totally blind, 
tvas in exstacies df joy when she heard my voice. 
She ranges the house, being used to it ; but when- 
ever she is strayed out of her knowledge, she 
stands still and barks until some one comes to her 

asMstance. 

. I hope you will excuse my freedom. Suppose 
you fill a few pages of your useful Magazine on 
Agriculture, Gardening, Plantmg, Cattle, &c. 
particularly the noble horse, and the useful and 
patient ass, animals of so much real service to u^, 
and so greatly injured! If the owner of these 
animals can once be convinced that it is for his 
own interest to use them well, it may have more 
weight than any other argument. 
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to THE SAME. 

Hardies Court y March 1, 1788; 

Dear Madam^ 

I have been favoured with both your parcels^ 
and am highly obliged to you for your kind pre- 
sent to the poor children and me : I can^ without 
flattery, say you have made us all wiser and better, 
and , consequently happier. I am much pleased 
with your Magazine ; it was a happy thought in 
you ; your plan is such as will make it particularly 
useful in remote villages. Your humility in ask-* 
ing for some hints from me, may, 1 fear, make me 
impertinent : it puts me in mind of a gentleman, 
with whom I was acquainted, long since dead : 
he was a very good and wise man, and would ask 
advice in matters of moment, not only of his 
friends, but of his menial servants, and call up his 
coachman, his groom, &c. separately, for he said 
he had from the most uncultivated minds, and the 
meanest capacities, received hints which had not 
occurred to him. In that light only I may now 
and then venture to give you a hint. Your '^ Ser* 
vant's Friend" was so much approved, and has 
been of so much service, that I wish you would be 
the cottager's friend, and fill a few pages with 
rurul ceconomy. One often sees the ground about 
a cotta;ge dreary and barren^ and the eye pre* 
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iented with nothing but weeds and brdken hedges, 
a sure indication that distress and poverty inhabit 
tliese forlorn walls : now this we must not always 
-impute to laziness,^ but to ignorance, books of 
agriculture and gardening being out of the reach 
of the poof, and no kind neiglibour to instruct; 
for who would endure hunger and poverty when 
they might so easily and so honestly enjoy plenty 
and comfort. I really think two acres of land, 
well and properly cultivated, would almost en- 
tirely sup})04't a man, his wife, and three or four 
children. From such a space they might have 
great plenty of vegetables, and a hemp ground. 
The rubbishy potatoes and other leavings would 
suppoit a hog or two, besides apple trees and rows 
of gooseberries and currants, not forgetting tiiat 
sweet little chemist, the bee, who I wonder Is not 
more encouraged here, as bees are very profitable, 
very pleasant, take up but little space and little 
expence to keep ; but I must stop my pen, or you 
will have cause to think me as troublesome a cor- 
respondent as Obadiah Prim. 

I rejoice that you intend to take up your pen in 
favour of those much injured Africans. Sure now 
those scenes of cruelty are come to light, they will 
never more be permitted to go on. To hear of so 
many thousand immortal souls being annually sa* 
crificed, that a few individuals may abound in 
riches, strikes me with horror. Wealth gained by 
oppression and cruelty can never carry a blessing 
with it, or give pleasure to the possessor ! They 
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regard not the royal Psalmist when he says, 
•^ a small thing which the righteous hath, is better 
than great riches of the ungodly." In a^n old Re- 
view that was read to me the other day, there is a 
sweet pathetic letter from Sterne to an African, 
for Nov. 1775, No. V. of Vol. LIII. My best 
wishes ever attend you, and I am, 

Dear Madam, 

Most affectionately yourX 

E. DfiNWARD. 

The letters from this period are none of them in 
the hand-writing of Mrs. Denward, her eye-sight 
soon after the writing of the last letter failing en- 
tirely ; but she continued her regard and affection 
towards Mrs. Trimmer, and kept up from time to 
time some intercourse with her till her death, which 
happened in 1 806, at the advanced age of 96. 



TO MRS. ELIZABETH CARTER. 

Brentford, April 19, 1787. 

Dear Madam, 

It has long been my wish to entreat your 
acceptance of the little works to the publication of 
which you were instrumental ; but I was restrained 
by the fear, that they were too trifling for your ac- 
ceptance. However, I hav^ at last summoned up 

VOL, I. O 
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courage enough to send them, accompanied by aiY 
•ddress to ladies, which is honoured by the patron- 
age of her Majesty. 

. Your benevolence, Madam, wiU be gratified^ 
when I inform you, that the letter you were so 
tiod as to convey to me from Mrs. Denward, has 
been the mean of procuring m€ a most valuable 
friend, aad the poor of this town a liberal bene- 
^ctress. By Mrs, Denward's bounty, I have 
been enabled to establish such Schools of Indus- 
try as are mentioned in the (Economy of Charity ; 
and have every reason to expect, tliat they will 
shortly support themselves, and yield a surplus for 
clothing the girls, forty of whonxare now ccuistantly 
employed. 

I was in hopes of having the happiness of see- 
ing you yesterday^ but flatter myself, that through 
the kindness of Lady Charlotte Finch, or JMrs. 
Newton, I shall very soon have the honour of be- 
ing introduced to a personal acquaintance with a 
lady, wliose character and writings I so highly 
esteem. 

I am, JVIadam^ 
Your obliged and obedient Servant^ 
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TO MRS. TRIMMER. 



€h0^ Street^ April 20, 1787< 



t}ear Madatn^ 



^he very valuable and obliging present, whlcli 
1 had the pleasure of receiving from you yester* 
day, demands my sincerest thanks. The very 
respectable application of your talents, and your 
tincomtiion usefulness to society^ renders such a 
mark of your attention a real honour. I dare not 
Arrogate the flattering character in which I have 
been represented to you as " practised in every 
branch of charit}'.'* I too well know my own de- 
ficiencies and want of activity in this point : and 
caii claim nothing more than the honest joy which 
I feel in every instance of the excellency of others* 
It is some consolation, under the mortifying sense 
ef my own insignificance, if I have been in any 
degree instrumental in procuring any assistance 
to your benevolent designs, by the friendship of 
Mrs. Denward* 

It will give me a very great pleasure whenever 
Lady Charlotte Finch, or Mrs. Newton, will 
have the goodness to procure me a meeting with 
you. 



m 
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I beg the divine blessing on your most noble 
exertions, for the virtue and happiness of your 
fellow-creatures; and am, with the most perfect 
esteem, 

Dear Madam, 

Your most obliged, 

. And faithful, humble Servant, 

E. CARTi:R. 



I A 



197 



• 



J O U 11 N A L 



FOR THE 



YEAR 1789. 



Jan. 2. From the best retrospect I can take of 
the last year, I think it has been, upon the- whole, 
one of the happiest of my life. We have been 
blessed with prosperity, and I humbly trust I have^ 
made some progress in Christian duties: at least 
lean say, that I have less attachment to this, 
vvorld, and more ardent desires after the next thaiu 
ever. It is my greatest delight to do the will of^ 
my heavenly Father; ^buf, alas, I am subject to, 
great infirmities ! 

Jan. 11. I have this week been sadly per- 
plexed with dispensing a gift to the poor*: it hurts 
me to refuse assistance to the indigent ; and were 
I furnished with the means of relieving them, not 
one should go away empty ; but the multitudes 

r ' r 

. * The gifts here alluded to were parish gifts, entrusted'to 
the distribution of Mms. Trimmdr; by. the .re4>ect^le -Vicar 
of Ealing, the Rev. Mr. Sturgess, of whoqd future mentira' 
will be made. 
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that apply to me for relief is a burden too heavy 
for me to sustain. O Lord, be graciously pieced 
to increase my power/ and I will pursue the de* 
lightful task with renew-^ed vigour. My heart feels 
for the misery, which has siougbt p9 me for suc- 
cour; O that I could efFectually repress it I Q 
that I could feed all the hungry that ask of ixiQ 

their bread ! that I could make the heaxts of all 

I . • 

my miserable fellew-creattires to sing fpr joy I 



The following letter proyed the qtiean of intror 
duclng to the acquaintance pif Mrs. Trimmer ^ 
most amiable apd agree^blo lady, with whom she 
^ad occasionally intercourse, both personally and 

by letter. Mrs. G always treated Mrs. 

Trimmer with the same mi^rked and delicate at- 
tention expressed in this lettpr; and wh^n in afflic- 
tion, looked vp to her as better able than any 
other earthly friend to administer comfort to ^er. 



TO MRS. TRIMMER, \ 

London^ JFW. 22, 178?. 

. Befell I entei? upiQii |he important matter 
l^t suggests this address to you,^ permit me tp 
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I 

say, that I am an entire stvaager to your situation 
in life 4 and if my wishes respecting you sliould in. 
any degree derogate from yotar station and circum- 
stances, I shall extremely regret having offered, 
iiny thing like a sliglit, vfixeve my feelings would 
dictate the highest respect. In short, Madam, 
the benevolence and uncommon abilities so oon- 
Bpicuously displayed in you:r labours ta serve that 
part of your species, which of all others are the 
most .helpless^ naturally led me to look up to yau 
in the present distress of a most valued friend. 
Not many days since the hand of death deprived 
him of a much loved wife, who has left him five 
lovely infaats, the eldest six years pld, the young- 
^est six weekisi. As four of them are girls, smd 
liheir ages much too tender to reeei«^ any instruc* 
tion: from under his roof, were hd even a feiend to 
i)oarding-scbools, which he is not, he can foim no 
plan tliat promises them ^o much advantage as the 
putting tliem under the care of a» elegant, accom^ 
plished woman, not younger than forty, who will 
tikewise undertake tlU) management pf his family jr 
one who is well acquainted with, the iv^orld, but 
^ho is not so mu^h attached to it, but that she 
could relinquish its allurements, and dedicate her 
time to the forming the minds and manners of his 
children. He would think himself most happy in 
finding such a character, either in a single woman, 
or the wife of a married clergyman, who could at 
the same time instruct his son in every thing liis 
years may admit o£ . • • 
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10 seek a pravi$ioD| 1 esteem it a great obligation 
tbat you abould thiok me worthy of so importaat 
a trust far from viewing, your proposal^ Ma- 
dam^ iu a degrading and humiliating light, 1 con- 
sider the compliment paid to my understandings 
and principles by a lady of such delicate and re- 
fined sentiments, as the most honourable distinc- 
tion which could be conferred on me, and hope to 
be indulged with a knowledge of the person to 
wjjiom that gratitude is due, wbieh my heart so 
sensibly feels. 

It is probable. Madam, that your rank in life 
may be such, that an invitation to my humble 
dwelling would be indecorous ; but if I may not 
solicit the honour of seeing you at Brentford, I 
flatter myself you will allow me to pay my per* 
sonal respects to you, at your own house ; in the 
mean time I will make aU possible enquiry among, 
my friends, and should I be so fortunate a& to hear 
of any person properly qualified, and worthy of 
confidence, I will immediately inform you of my 
success. You have undertaken a most benevo- 
lent oifice, Madam, and I trust that divine Provi- 
dence will prosper your endeavours, and support 
the mind of your afflicted friend under the heavy 
calamity which has befallen him. 

I cannot conclude without expressing the high 
satisfaction I have in the favourable opinion you^ 
are pleased to express of my. writings. Happy to 
an uncommon degree in my own children, I re- 
gard it a debt which I owe to society, to contri- 
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Jii^qte iny'l^t eQ(}eavQur3 to the inatructioa o£ 
others, aod find ^ mo8t pleasing reward of my 
)abogr$, io the approbation of the worthy and the 
good. I haye the honour to be. 

Madam, 

ypur obliged^ and <Aedient servant^ 

S. Trimmer* 



TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

lUc. 12, 17i7. 

Ma^am, 

By the negleet ^ the persoo to ivhose bouse 
your fipfVour of th^ SQth of Noviemfaer was ad-^ 
dressed ; I^ h^d n!9l tt^ plf^ure of receiviag it 
tiU a few d^ys agq. It waa then necessary finr me 
to cominunicat^ its kind contents to. the &iend 
Mtho wfis t^ chief object of them. Hia being in 
X^ndoQ, has occasioned an additional delay in my 
replying to you^ Ma4&nif andjgceatly increased my 
ilpesH^pesi}, in beipg obliged to appear regardless 
of the benevolent attentions of one, to whom I feel 
PQ infinitely kviebted^ . Happy should I have been, 
c^ld x^y friend hj^ve availed himself of your re- 
commends^tion, a^ I think, the lady you mention 
mw\i. VI all probahi}ity have CQme nearer the 
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character he is in search of, than any he has yet 
met with ; but though the lady under whose care 
his children are at present placed, does not ap* 
proach that standard of human perftctioUy w hich 
he has erected in his own mind, and which he 
conceives he once possessed, Yet, her unfitness 
for the station she fills, is not jsuch as to justify his 
dismissing her without some more substantial rea« 
sons than he has to urge. He must, therefore, 
decline your friendly offer at present, but is deeply 
sensible of your goodness to him^ and his helpless 
family. 

It is impossible for me to express the gratitude. 
I feel for your indulgence to me, in pardoning the- 
liberty I htve taken, in intruding on your feelings, 
a tale of woe, that deeply afflicted me. I will 
confess, Madam, that your heart appeared to me a 
proper receptacle for such a deposit, and your 
abilities and judgment promised me that relief 
I stood in need of. The humane interest you 
have taken in my distress, convinces me I have not 
been deceived in my opinion, and I flatter my- 
self that the knowledge of the person, who has 
uued tins freedom with you, will not deprive her 
of that esteem, with which you at present honoi# 
her. 

Whenever the Parliament meets after Christ- 
mas^ I shall return to London, and hope I may* 
theni be permitted, personally to express my grati- - 
tude> and to request the happiness of adding to- 
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your acquainttoce, and to the number of those 
who respect, and emulate your virtues, the name 
of, 

Your most obliged, 

M. G — -. 



TO THE SAME. 

■ 

Bath, Feb. 22, 1789. 

Dear Madam, 

. . ... , 

It is indeed a high gratification to me to find 
that I still live in your remembrance, and that I have 
not (by a silence which must appear very extraordi- 
nary to you) forfeited that share of your esteem, 
which I so much value. To give you all my reasons, 
for not availing myself of your permission to write 
to you, would be entering into a detail of many 
anxious and distressing circumstances, which I 
have experienced since I had the pleasure of 
seeing you, and occupying a greater share of your 
time and attention, than I feel myself entitled to do, 
I, shall only at present say, that a little before 
Christmas I was suddenly called to I^ondon, to 

attend Mr, G ,, who had gone thither on bis 

parliamentary duty, with an intention of returning 

to me in for the holidays. I found him 

in a very alarming situation ; but, in the course of 
three or four weeks, he was so much better, as to 



he able to bear a journey hitKer, where be ha»; 
fhank God, recovered daily, and as we have staid 
the usual time of drinking the waters^ (that is, 
six weeks) we ncm' think of returning home, and 
hope to reaeh town on Saturday or Sunday. 
It is, I flatter myself, unnecessary for me to say, 
how happy I shall be to receive a visit from you, 
whenever it is convenient to you to give me that 
pleasure. 

I am truly sorry that your domestic comfort 
has received any interruption, from the illness of 
your family. 

The winter has been remarkably severe upon in-^ 
valids; I have experienced its effects upon my 
weak frame, but these waters have set the macliine 
in motion again, and I trust I shall have i^ome 
months of tolerable health. The recovery of our 
much loved Sovereign must fill every good mind 
with the most lively gratitude to the Supreme An* 
tlior of all good ! What a lesson does bis Majesty'ar 
illness hold out to the vain part of mankind ! but, 
alas, I fear, the admonition will lose its eflects 
where it is most necessary. 

You took so kind a share in the distresses o^ 
that friend, to whom I am indebted for the hap- 
piness of your acquaintance ; that I am sure you 
will sympathize very sincerely with him in the 
afflicting loss he has just sustained of his only son^ 
a lovely child of about eight years old, of the most 
angelic disposition. He died of the measles a few 
days ago : his^ four sisters have recovered, not-* 
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tvithstanding the youngest was under inoculat^ 
at the time. This sad event very much imbilters my 
prospects in going to town* I dread to see bimir 
for 1 know this child had siich hoid of his heart ; 
that I think he can scarce sustain tiie loss. I 
ought to beg pardon for wounding your feelihgsf 
with my sorrows, but I know you will forgive me. 
I beg to ofifer my kind compliments to that 
part of your family, which I have the pleddure of 
being known to, and be assured, that every con^ 
Section which is dear to you, paitakes of the good 
wishes and esteem of, 

Your grateful, and 

Affectionate friend^ 

M. G . 



TO THE SAME. 

Monk 1% l7dU 
My dear Madam, 

It is impossible for me to tell you bow much 
I have been relieved by your kind letter. Con* 
scious of the strange light in which I inust appear 
to you, I had given up every hope of your retaining 
one kind idea of me. The painfulness of this re- 
flection you cannot judge of, unless it were' pos- 
sible for you to look into my mind, and to know 
the high estimation in which I hold your good" 
opinion, and how much I had prided myself io 

5 
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possessing a share of it. To find that f am still 
an object of your recollection^ and attention^ has 
indeed gratified me greatly, and given a degree of 
cogifprt to uiy mind which it has not experienced 
for some time. 

To account for my seeming neglect of so valu^ 
able a friend, I ca^only at present say, that a 
succession of painful duties have distracted my 
mind and engrossed jny time, with very little in- 
termission, since I had the happiness of seeing you. 
I was obliged to take two journeys to the sea with 
my daughter; since which she has had the 
jaundice. A much loved and only brother, has 
been two months in a very dangerous state ; and, 
only last Saturday, I had the dreadful expectation 

of losing Mr. G . He had a sudden nervous 

attack, which. Dr. Turton, was of ophiion, must 
end in a ^ paralytic stroke : but thank God \ my 
anxieties on that head, are for the present re- 
moved. 

I long to converse with you, and to hear the 
particulars of your uneasinjess, which, I am 
truly sorry to find, has been . of so serious a na- 
ture^ 

It will be a very great indulgence to my daugh- 
ter and me, to passs a day with you, but I fear it 

cannot be before Easter. If Mr. G 's health 

will permit,, he will go into the country for a fort- 
night at that time, and I shall then . feel myself 
^uite at liberty, and I assure you. the first, and- 
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tiJdst agreeable use I can make of it, will be id 
wait upon you. 

I am obliged to conclude soonet thin I intended, 
I Beg my best respects to Mr. Trimmer^ and th^ 
rest of your family, and that you will believe mft 
with the most perfect and unalterable! esteeni, 

Your affectionate, andi 
Obliged friend^ 

The antiejced letter is irltroduced ir! ol'det to 
shew with what humility Mrs. Trimmer attended W 
any errors pointed out to her, in her books, and 
with what readiness she made such alterations a» 
were reasonable. 



TO THE REV. THOMAS MOORE. 

Rev. Sir, 

If I could possibly have foudd leisure to write 
to you, your obliging letter of the 23d. of Feb. 
should not have remained so' long unanswered;^ 
but my avocations and correspondences are be^ 
come so very numerous, that I am often utider 
the necessity of appearing for a while n^ectful of 
persons whom I truly esteem. 

I am much pleased that my bumblq perform^' 
ances appear deserving of your good opinion^ antji 

VOL. I. j? 



am va^ sorry any part of them has drawn yotrr 
censure upoi me. You do me but justice in 
supposing, that I entertain the highest veneration 
. for the Laws of God. I assure you, I woald not 
myself\ willingly bi'eak them for any consideration. 
But, my good Sir, such isjhe present state of the 
world, that many poor creatures . near Londoo 
especially, nmst work on Sundays, or lo^ their 
weekly bread. I apprehend their case to be some- 
what simHar to those, wIk> are in a country of 
Heathens^ and who are Kke David, constrained to 
dwell with Mesechy and have their habitation 
among the tenia of Kadish ; and I still tbink^ that 
aiMcb persons may sanctify their work in some de- 
gree by the method I recommended through Far- 
mer Simpkin^. Our merciful God, accepts of the 
best services in our power to offer, and will IdoubV 
jiot admit the homage of tl>e heart, where that of 
the body is not practicable. I hope to live to see 
the day, when the change of the market day, from 
Monday tiH Tuesday, shall preclude the necessity 
of robbing tlie poor of their most valuaWe privi- 
ledt^e ; that of keeping the Sabbath-day holy, 
a<yreeaWy to the divk>e institution. The crime in 
the case above allude<i to, seems to nae to be 
€har<yeable to the iU^aster, not to the workman. 
However that I may notj, by allowing too great a 
;ktitutte, give offence to any serious Christian ; I 
will when a tiew edition of the Farmers is called 
for (which I expect very soot>) endeavour to make 
a proper alteration; the great and unexpected at- 
1 



Sit- 

tentiOn, ivhich these little bctois haVei ihei with^j 
call upon me to use my utmost efforts to render 
them as unexceptipnablcf as possibly. 

I remain^ Rev. Sir, 

Your obligefly 

Humbld serVanti 



The tlev« §ir Richard JLayd, sottie time Dea^ 
of Lineoln^ the writer of the following letter, wai^ 
one of the earliest promoters of Sunday Schools^ 
and indefatigable in the establishment of th^. 



TO MRS* tRlMtofiR- 

Jan* 18# 17S& 

My dear Madam, 

I should have returned the etidosed taluable 
MSS. much sooner, if I had not been in hopes of 
delivering them into your own hands | but a sad-' 
cession of business and illness prerented me from 
returning to towd last year, and I am only hei^ at 
present for a couple of dayje* I am even pre<^ 
eluded from paying my duty at St« Jameses, by 
some remains of gout ; but have . em|noyed the 
day on objects not altogether foreign to the atten* 

p S 



iiori due to it, in. revising the eQclpseid, and iri. 
writing to yo.u and Mr. Raikes, on a subject which 
possesses her "Majesty's approbation. 

I must beg you will persevere in the idea of 
completing, ' and a» soon as possible, the enclosed 
plan. The judicioMS siraplicity of whieh, I am 
persuaded, will fully answer the excellent errd you 
propose; and I wisti'to consult yoa on- the sub- 
jectrjof .rewards, which seems the most difficult 
line we have to take, in the matfagemeiit of oui; 
schools. 

■ Lwd Guilford, who has established Sunday 
Schools in his parishes, itf Bedfordshire and Kent ; 
desired to have my opinion, as to the best mode 
of distribntion, but I told hkn I must consult you, 
and Mr. Raikes, befoi'e I could form my own de- 
cision satisfactorily. I have had several other 
letters on the same siibjeet. 

You will 1 am sure have pleasure in knowing 
tbat the ^even principal towns in Nottinghamshire, 
Nottingham, Newark, Mansfield, Shetford, Tax- 
ford, Worksop, and Southwell, have established 
Sundays Schools with great liberality and zeal; and 
several of the smaller parishes have followed their 
examples : I really consider these schools as the 
most important archdeaconal charge I have, and 
r must beg yon will be my coadjutre'ss, from time 
to time, ifi* regulating and animating it. During 
my residence foriiie last half year at Southwell, I 
-vrsited one school each Sunday,, and all the schooW 
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returned my vlsito, and eat buns with me oi| 
Christmas Day. 

The inhabitants express a very grateful sense 
of the effects already produced in the manners of 
the people, and I have similar accounts froni the 
several other towns in which tliey have been esta- 
blished^ 

I shall only add that I think myself much fe- 
voured, with the confidential communication of 
the enclosed, and am, with a very cordial regard 
for yourself and family. 

My dear Madam, 

Your most faithful, and ' 

Qbiiged. hiiiible servant, 

• *' . . / : Rd. Kaye. 

. . . i ' 

'TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON*, 

Brentford^ Juli/ 11, 1785. 

My Lord,' • - 

- The. condescending notice with which you 
were pleased to honour me at the late confirmation 
9% Idewortb, and your very obliging commenda- 
tions. of giy humble labQurs, have convinced me, 
|hkt;'ybu' do not think any publications beneath 

yoHrattention^^thai have' for thejr object the in- 

■• . . . . • 

* Porteus. 
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terests o? Religioo {).nd niorality. Under this cotH 
victiooi I presume to offer to your Lorddship's 
acceptance, twq little books, which were compose^ 
witl^ a yipw^ of leading the lower classes of qhildreq 
towards ^ more comprehensive knowledge of the 
doctiines of Christianity, than is in general 
t;hoi|ght necessary for them ; hut which appears tq 
jne highly requisite, to perpetuate the benefit of 
^uqday School tuitioq, and prevent their being 
corrupted by infidels, or misled by enthusiasts. 
I shall be very happy if my plan meets with your 
Lordship's approbation, and have no doubt of 
your m€|.kir>g every candid aUovvj^nce for my 
defects in the e}iecution of it. I have the l)<)noiir 
tqbe^ 

My I-ord, 

Your Lordship^s, most 
Pbe^ient, humble servant, 

S. TrihjijIER, 



TQ MRS. TRIMMER 



f^am-tfouse, A^. 6, 179|. 



Mads^n, 



; I return yqu many thanks for your twq books, 
and the pbii^ng letter, whicb acconopanied them. 
There qannqt be a more useful and important 
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ebject, than tb$t of endeavouring to render reiU 
gious instruction, e^sy, intelligent/ and pleasant^ 
to young minds. It is a work of much greater 
difficulty than is generally imagined; and 1 
know no one that has succeeded in it so well as 
yourself. From the specimens I have already 
seen of your talents, in this species of composi- 
tion, I have no doubt but tlie books you have sent 
me are excellently well adapted to the benevolent 
purposes you have in view ; and I shall strongly 
recommend them to the schools we have lately 
e6ta.bIiBhed in this place. 

1 am. Madam, 

Your obliged, and 

Most obedient servant, 

B. LoNWONv 



TO THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 

Brentford^ April 25, 1 789, 

My Lord, 

. After having been honoured with such re- 
pifated proofs of your condescention to my humble 
labours, I will not take up your time w ith apo- 
logies for presuming to offer to your acceptance, 
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^m)ttier literary trifle, but shall beg leave lo ac* 
quaint your Lordship, that in composing it, I had 
the great cause of orthodox Christianity in view^ 
Dr. Watts's Divine Songs for children, thpugh he 
•was a Dissenter from the Established Church, are 
admirably adapted to this end ; and 1 believe, 
they are more widely dispersed, than any other 
book }n the English language, excepting Bibles 
and Prayer Books. They are Ihe delight of all 
children, and approved by Christian parents of 
every denomination. On these accounts, the 
Unitariaiis have seized the book as a vehicle for 
conveying their erroneous doctrines. They pre- 
tend that the good Doctor died a IJnitarian, and 
TLinder this pretence have published successive edi- 
tions of this favourite book, frori) which they not 
only exclude every expression that ascribes Diri- 
niti/ to the *Sb/7, and Holy Ghost^ but substitute 
ptheps calculated to lead the youpg mind astray 
from the paths of truth. 

To counteract the evil effects which may arise 
from such publications appears to me .^n im- 
porta7it coneerriy and was the motive which in- 
duced me to attempt securing a preference to Dr. 
Watts's own zvprk^ by making it thoroughly un- 
derstood. 

I requested my good friend, Mr. Sturgess, to 
present my thanks to your Lordship for the very 
obliging letter, you did me the honour to writ^* 
§qmetirae ago, which I should have answered 4iftd I 
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not been scrupulous of intruding too much on your 
j^iod indulgence. I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship's, 

Most obliged, and 

Obedient servant, 



JOURNAL 



7QR TH£ 



yfiAR 1790. 
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JaHt 1- The various employments to which I find 
It necessary to attend, so entirely occupy my time, 
that I cannot keep a regular Journal. I could 
wish to note the minutes as they pass, and correct 
from day to day what has been amiss ; but this 13 
impossible. Let me, however, take a retrospect 
of the last year ; thanks to Almighty goodness, 
it has been a properous, and upon the whole a 
b^ppy one, and I trust, I have made some progress 
in Christian virtue ; but alas ! I still fall greatly 
short of what many have attained to ; but I re^^ 
solve for the time to come to use my best endea- 
vours to do the will of my heavenly Father ; to 
honour my blessed Redeemer, and to obey the 
dictates of the holy Spirit Every day's ex- 
perience convinces me more and more, that there 
is an over-ruling Providence. I have been led tq 
see it in numberless instances, both iq my own 
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/Stmily, and in public occurences. I have the most 
Jively faith in all the revelations of divine things conr 
tained in the holy Scriptures ; and clearly see the 
necesjsity of divine grace, and the fallibility of hu» 
man reason. I as firmly believe in all that is re- 
vealed concerning n future state, as if I beheld 
these glorious things wjth my eyes, and I ficknow- 
ledge the infinite goodness of God, in revealing 
them. I esteem above all that this world can 
give, the high prize which is set before me, I con^^ 
template with love inexpressible, the goodness of 
pny Saviour in dying for mankind, and I trust in 
bis merits alone fur Salvation. 

O Alrpighty Father, I ^m now brought by thv 
good Providepce to the banning of another year j 
before I proceed to act iq wqrldly affairs^ let mtsr 
with {I grateful tlianlcfi^l heart, ackqowledge thy 
bountiful goodnes? in that which is past, O Lord, 
Jiow greatly bast thou provided for our temporal 
wants ; bow merciful haat tbou been to our spi* 
ritual necessities. I^rd, I bless thy holy name, 
for the share of health thou bast afforded to me, 
and my dear faipily, for the success thou hast been 
pleased to give to the industry pf ipy dear husband 
and sons, for the blessing thou bast given to my 
humble labours for the instruction of my fellow 
preatures, and for every otlier instance of thy 
loving kindness tp me, and all who are near and 
0ear to me. 

Lord Jesus, my adorable, my divine Lord and 
|Sayioi|r, whom my soql honours vyitb the highest 
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* veneration, accept I beseech thee my unfeigned 
thankfigiving for thhie infinite love and com pas- 
sion to sinful men, and for thy tender pity shown 
to myself, in particular/ in numberless instances. 

Lord, when I cried unto thee for help, thou 
didst lend a gracious ear to* my humble petitions. 

O blessed Lord, it is my desire to follow thy di- 
vine example, as far as the infirmities of human 
nature will permit, and to continue thy faithful 
disciple till d§ath. Thou knowest that I put not 
my trust in any thing that I do, my reliance for 
'fliercy, my hopes of eternal life, are founded on 
thy merits. O Lord, keep me thine evermore ! O 
hear thou in Heaven thy dwelling place, reject not 
my humble petitions ; Lord, I desire to devote to 
*thy service a larg^ pprtion of my time ; not for 
the indulgence of vain desires do I covet leisure j 
but I ardently wish to maintain thine honour iq 
this degenerate age, and to teach the rising genera^ 
tion to know thee a3 thou art. " Lord, I am also 
desirous to turn the hearts of* my poor neighbours 
towards the ordinances of my God ! I am jealpus 
for the honour of thy house, O Lord, giiide, di- 
rect, and bl^ss me in these pursuits ! without thee 

1 can do nothing. It is thou, Lord, . who'ha§t 
inclined the poor to attend to my remonstrance. 
Thou ftlone who canst awaken theqi from sin. O 
Lord, now that these scattered sheep, are collected 
and brought to thy flock; let not Satan pluck U^cm 
out of our hands. 



. adorable Saviour, receive iny petirioas, also 
in behalf of my own dear family. Grant my dear 
husband health, and every other temporal bles- 
sing, and guide him in the waiy of holiness by \ 
thy good Spirit. May he encrease in faith and 
knowledge, and may we after a life of piety and 
charity, dwell together in thj heavenly kingdom, 
O Lord, bless my dear children, preserve from the 
dangerous allurements of this world, him who is 
now about to leave the paternal roof; and teach 
him to prefer things spiritual to things temporal. 
6 divine Saviour, to thee I address my petition, 
for how can sinful mortals have access to an all 
perfect God but through a Mediator, who heis 
himself borne their infirmities ? O may these hum- 
ble petitions of a contrite sinner, of a servant, 
conscious of numberless offences, omissions, and* 
defects, find acceptance at the thrbne of Grace!* 
Merciful God^ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, hear 
me 1 Leave me not to myself ! O how my heart 
pants after heavenly wisdom — how ardently do I 
desire to do the will of my heavenly Father, and 
to promote on earth the honour of my Saviour ! 
Lord, thou hidest thyself from those who esteem 
themselves wise and learned, but revealest thyself 
unto babes. I desire to humble myself as a little 
child, I submit to thy guidance ! 

April 23. Another chasm in my Journal ! oc- 
casioned in the beginning, as I think by my ful- 
ness of employment, and since by indisposi- 
tion. 
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April 26. 1 find myself better this mortiing, but 
still fai^ from well. I trust, I shall to-morrow be 
lible to pursue my studie3. O' blessed Lord, 
praised and adored be thou for all thy mercies 
bestowed upon me, particularly for those of the 
day past. Grant me a quiet and comfortable 
riight, and if it be thy good pleasure, raise me up 
in health to-morrow, that I may pursue my de- 
lightful task. O £ord, I am very sensible, that in 
respect to thee, I am an unprofitable servant, and 
that thou couldst raise up others more capable 
than myself of benefiting tbeir fellow creatures ; 
yet as thou hast been pleased to bless my w eak 
endeavours so ^ as to make them in some sort 
useful, I humbly entreat. thee not to take the ta- 
lent from me. Lord, I would willingly improve 
it to the utmost I would not be a slothful ser- 
vant I am desirous that whenever my Divme 
Master comes, I may be found watching, and doing 
my duty. AIT the trivial pleasures of the world 
I would gladly resign, to employ my portion of 
time in asserting the honour of my Saviour. O 
blessed Jesusj strengthen me for this purpose. 

I will trust in the Lord, and do good, so may I 
expect him to bless me with all things necessary 
for the sustenance of this mortal life. I dclic^ht 
in the Lord ; I prefer the pleasures of religion to all 
that this world can give. I aspire after heavenly 
joys. The Lord, if I faint not, will grant the de- 
sire of my heart 1 commit my way^ unto the 
Lord, with firm trust and confidence, that he will 
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tirdcr all things for my eternal welfare, and am full 
of hope, for my confidence is hot in vain. 

The Lord knoweth the way of the upright, and 
hath provided an eternal inheritance for them. 
They shall not be ashamed when they stand before 
his Judgment Seat at the last awful day. O Lord, 
hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps 
slip not ! I am desirous to depart from evil, and to 
do good evermore. Teach, my mouth to sp«iak 
wisdom^ and my tongue to talk of thy judgments 
that I may instruct the poor and ignorant. O 
Lord, thou art my Salvation^ thou art my help in 
time of trouble. 

May 6. Thanks to Almighty goodness, I have 
had another comfortable day, and have been able 
to pursue my work with pleasure and alacrity. I 
will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart, I 
will she\y forth thy marvellous loving kindness. 
I will be glad and rejoice unto thee, O thou most 
highest ; I will endeavour to walk uprightly, and 
to work righteousness ; I will speak the truth from 
my heart. I will not backbite with my tongue, I 
will not do evil ta my neighbour, or take up a re- 
proach against him, I will shun the company of 
wicked persons^ and honour them that fear thee ; I 
will perform my vows and promises even to my pre- 
judice. O Lord, grant me thy grace to keep 
these resolutions, tlien shall I abide in thy Ta- 
-Ijemacle, I shall be safe under thy protection, I 
shall dwell in Heaven with thee hereafter ! 

Psalm 1 8. I will love thee, O Lord, my strength. 



The Lord is my rcKrk, my fortress, and my cfc- 
liverer. The sorrows of death compassed me# 
In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and he heard 
me out of his holy Temple ; my cry came unto him, 
even unto his ears. He sent from above, he took 
me out of many waters ; not for my righteousness, 
hut for his mercy's sake hath he preserved me* I 
will henceforth strive to keep the ways of the Lord; 
I will not willingly depart from my God; I will 
keep his judgments before me ; I will not put his 
statutes from me ; I will endeavour to keep from 
iniquity, then will the Lord light my candle. He 
will enlighten my darkness. As for God, his way 
is perfect ; he is a buckler to all those who trust in 
him. 

Lord, I will lay me down and sleep, and take 
my rest, for it is thou only that canst keep me and 
mine in safety, which I trust thou wilt do. 

1 close the week with thanksgiving for all thy 
mercies. A joyful and a pleasant thing it is to be 
thankful. 

May 10. I have had a quiet comfortable night, 
and find myself rather better. O Lord, I render 
thee humble and hearty thanks for all thy mercies* 
Lord Jesus, help my infirmities j it is my earnest, 
desire to submit to the guidance of thy holy Spirit, 
O leave me not to myself. Prosper, I beseech 
thee, the business I am going about, not on the 
physician's skill, but on thy blessing is my de- 
pendence. It is God that wounds, and he alone 
can heal. O speak the word, blessed Lord, and 



te^ bhitcl will bie healed, and my infirmities W 
removed *. O mercifully grant, that while I live 
I may Be the instrumient of thy Protidence. O 
Lord, never would I lay my talent by iri a ndpkin. 
O that I could enfcrease it a thousand and a thou- 
sand fold, for the benefit of faiy fellow creatures ! 
Lord, I wish, most ahdently wish, to be among the 
number bf those tb whom thdii wilt say, at the last 
day, JVell done good and faithful servant ^ enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord. May I be four.d 
at thy coming with tny lamp ready, and my loins 
girded ! O Lotrd, send thy blessing, I beseedh thee, 
this day on liie^ my deslr hui^band, and children. 
Have compassion on my d^ar father-in-law, and if 
it be thy gbod pleasure heal his sickness, and 
grant him a longer continuance with us, make his 
last days happy^ and receive him finally into thy 
heavenly kingdom. 

May J 9. I hafe beth ireiy unfcomfortable all 
dayj and urtable from indisposition to settle to 
writing, my hopfes are transferred till to-morrow; 
O how fallacious is hope in respdct to the pursuits 
of this life, Happy are those who have a surd 
foundation for it, in the promisies of God respect* 
ing another world \ 

. ♦ Daring great j)ari of this yekr, Mirs, Trimihei* was itiucH 
' indisposed^ and unable to pursue her studies ; this was a 
l^reat source of vexatidh to her, as she had sdme works in 
hand, by which she Hoped to improve the rising generation, 
ftnd assert the honour bf her Saf iour, whose divinity about 
that time was attack^ by many subtle and artful assailantSi 
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Slay 20. 1 have as I apprehended, been unaM^ 
fo write to day ; it is a great mortification, but 
without doubt it is for the best, aiwl my part is 
i^ubn)ission. I ought to make myself easy under 
every disappointment^ because none can bappe» 
witliout the divine permission. My services are 
not necessary to the Almighty^ he has thousands 
of others whom he can render more capable thaa 
I am of effecting the purpose which I have sa 
touch at heart. Yet, O merciful Saviqar,. reject 
me not. O cast me not off in displeasure f 

May 23. To day is Whit Sunday, and it is my 
design to receive the holy Sacrament. I hope to 
see there, two persons whom I persuaded to g(>^ 
one of them is a girl, who has beea in the Sunday 
Schools ever since they were established. I trusty 
< she is well acquainted with tlie fundamental prin- 

ciples of religion. 

Blessed J^us, I am this day going to- thine 
Altar. I go a^ a sick person, who stands in need 
of relief. O lieal mine infirmities, I most humbly 
beseech th^e. Friend of my soul cast me not 
off. Behold how I mou^n in my heait, and am 
vexed, because I cannot shew my love to thee a» 
I wish to do. O that I had been of that blest 
number who miaistered to thee during thine abode 
on earth :■ Lord look down from Heaven on me 
thy faithful servant 

May 24. I received the Sacrament yesterday 
with gieat comfort. I rose early this morning .but 
feel such a lassitude about xue^ that I fear I shall 



Mot be ibid to iirite much; MdweVeir I ttill do 
ttiy best, siad that will be accejJted by my hea- 
l^^nly Father. 1 wiost ardedtly desire an en- 
crease of grace, Und it is my resolution to follow 
the commands of God ; but aks ! however willing 
the spirit, the flesh is very weak. 

May 26. I could not settle myself to write all 
day yestei^day, but fortunately I had a good deal 
of employment with the poor in the moftiing^ and 
that took off the distressing idea which torments 
me when I am tiot capable of writing, of being 
useldss in the worlds and losing a portion of that 
time, which it is my earnest desire to employ pro • 
fitably* 

June 3. Blessed Lord, with unspeakable gra- 
titude, I beseech thee, to accept my thanksgivingd 
for the mercies of the day past; O Lord, I ac- 
knowledge myself to be unworthy of the least of^ 
all thy favours j the longer I live, and the more I 
fttudy thy holy word, the mote sensible I become 
of my own deficiences* O let humility be ac* 
cepted instead of merit iot my dear Redeemer's 
irake. Lord Jesus, vouchsafe to accept my hum- 
ble services. Enable me, I beseech thee, to pro- 
pagate thy Gosrpel irt some degree^ To prove my- 
self thy faithful disciple, is the highest honour 1 
aspire ta, but lam a pool*, weak, imperfect creatut^e : 
let me never forget my infirmities, neither let md 
forget that I am of that sex which ought to be 
spubor^ate^ to those whom thou hast placed at 
the head of the creation in this world. I cannot 
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h6 tby minister ; I am content to be tby kan^^ 
nmd. Nay, I had ratJaer be a door keeper in the 
bouse of my God, than to dwell in the tents of the 
Hngodiy.- 

June 4. TIhs is the birth day of our ^}ood King; 

Lord, what mercy didst thou shew to the na- 
tion in restoring him to the anxious prayers of his 
people? Thou hast been fevourable unto ouf 
land ! The King bath rejoiced in thy strength, O 
Lord, e?eceedingly glad has he been in thy Salvation. 
Thou hafit given him the request of his lips ; thou 
hast prevented him with the blessing of goodness,- 
fhpu hast set his crcH^n firmly on bis bead^ He^ 
asked h'^fe of thee, and thou bast spared bini : ibr 
the King trusted in thee, and through thy mercy 
he was restored to bis throne. Lord, thou wilt 
not suffer bim to be mfovedv Send thy choicest 
blessing upon him, O merciful God^ 

Jun<^ 6. It is an observation of Dr. Jobnson'^, 
that few people die without affectation. I eannot 
accord with this sentiment. I believe il is a com- 
iilon thing for those who have led a good life^ to 
take pleasure in ejtpressing the inward consola- 
tions which the holy Spirit^ and the testimony of » 
good conscience give them j and to desire to sup** 
port a good character to the last. This surely 
is not to be called affectation. I often think I 
giiould like when dying, to set an e^aiDple of for-' 
titude to my friends, aWd to expn-ess ta them, wbat^ 

1 hope I shall theji feel^ the Joyful expectation o£ 
feeing my dear Redeemer^ 
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June 23. I had a very comfortable day yester- 
iday, for notwithstanding the weather was most 
intensely hot, I was able to pursae my darling 
Employment with ^eal. Tlianks to Almighty good- 
ness, I think I am now restored once more to 
ihealth. O may I make a proper use of this ines* 
iSmable blessing, and fulft the resolutions f have 
made during my illness. 

O Lord^ what an honour is this which I am now^ 
enjoyieg, holding converse as it were with my 
Maker ! I lift up my heart to thee with huo^ble 
adoration axid thanksgiving, and trust thou iookest 
down upon me with complacency and love* O 
that I could fulfil the will of my heavenly Father 
$:S the angxjls do-! May I, after this life is ended, 
be admitted into their blest society 1 May I see 
jiiy Saviour! adorable Jesus 1 whom ray soul ho- 
jnours with the highest veneration, accept my Hum- 
jble sej'vices 1 Enable me by thy Holy Spirit to 
assert thy divinity, and help me to establish thy 
true faith among the youlig and ignorant I de^ 
\'ote myself to thee, 1 desire to offer up myself to 
thy guidance. May thy grace, the love of OocJ 
the Father, and the fellowship of the Holj Ghost, 
be with me, and all who are near and dear to me, 
this night and for ever. Let us close oiy* eyes in 
peace, and rise with renewed strength to perforni 
the duties of our respective stations, 

June 25, This day, O Lord, is thine ; let hiq 
riot prophane it by casting a gloom over that sea* 
S^v^ w^hich thQu didst design for the refreshment 



both of bo^y and inind. O may thy grace assist 
me to pass it properly | I will go and instruqt thct 
poor, I will offer up my prayers and thj^nksgivr 
ings in the congregation. O ipake me joyful ia 
thy house of prayer. Lord, I am willing to tuni^ 
my foot from the path of worldly business mxd 
pleasure. I esteem the Sabbath a delight, the 
holy day of the Lord honourable. J wish to hq- 
uour thee, my Creator and Redeemer. I desire 
to follow thy comniandments^ to find pleasure in 
thy seryicp, to speak thy word. Let me delight 
myself in thee, for go hast thou promised ! 

P vouchsafe to take me, my dpar husband and 
children, under the prptectioq of thy gopd ProvJ^ 
dence while on earth, and finally, bring us all tq 
thine evef lasting kingdom in heavep, Blesse4 
Jesus, accept my humble services, ^nd render then^ 
(effectual to the pmpagation of thy hply religion. 
Take not thine holy spirit from me ! 

Q Lqrd,. I arn truly sensible that I aip unworthy 
pf the least pf all thy favours, for I am a sinful 
preature^ and at present a very useless one in the 
creation J but thpu knovvest all my infirmities, 
Blessed Jesug, whpm my soul honours with the 
highest veneration j adorable Saviour, whpm | 
love beyond the power pf utterance ; look dowx^ 
with complacency on me, j;hy hupible servant, 
P thou who lovest the humble and meek, look with 
pqmp^ssion on me. Lord, I have npt any higl^ 
thoughts of iayself. On thy merits alone I reljf 
fpr pardon and happiness. Grant me thy peace, 
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Look with thy wonted favour upon mc. Lor4, 
if I know my own heart, I am more desirous of 
doing the will of my heavenly Father, and of 
p:ovrng myself thy true and faithful disciple, than 
of all the riches and honours this world can bestow. 
.Blessed Saviour, thou knowest how firmly I be- 
lieve all the truths of the gospel ; how highly I va- 
lue the salvation which thou hast purchased ; how 
ardently I desire to secure the inheritance which 
thou hast purchased for me in thine eternal king- 
dom- O divine Lord, grant me while on earth a 
fihare in that peace which thou didst leave as thy 
last legacy for thy disciples ; and call me from the 
grave at the last day, to join that holy train who 
will meet thee in the air when thou comest to judge 
the world in righteousness. Lord, it is my desire 
and most fervent wish to be guided throughout 
life by thy Holy Spirit. But through the corrup- 
tion and weakness of my nature, I too often go 
astray. O. henceforth hold up my goings in thy 
paths, that my footsteps slip not. O how morti- 
fying to look back upon the last six days, and see 
how little ha« been done ! Lord, if 1 had stroigtk 
equal to my zealy at midnight would I rise to pur- 
sue thy worky as I presume to call it. Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst strengthen me. Speak the 
word, and thy servant shall be healed ! Praised 
and adored be my heavenly Father for the innu- 
jmerable blessings bestowed upon me and my dear 
family in the coarse of the last week ! Honour, 
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find glory, an4 praise, be untq the Son apd Holy 
Ghost ! 

O Lord, my resolution is to endeq.vour to do thy 
|>lessed will, and to set a good example not only 
to my family, but to thp world, as for as my spherp 
pf action extends ; q,nd to excite my family in par- 
ticular to serve thee truly. But what can I do 
towards fulfilling this resolution, if left to myself? 
I arp ^ poor weak creature. To thee, OV^ssed 
Jesus, I fjee for §uccour. Friend of my soul, 
yoi[chsafe wjth tender cqmp^ssion to regard mq, 
thy ftiithfvjl |:hough frail servant. O Lord, grant 
me fre^h supplies of grace j my he^rt is open before 
thee, thou knowest all my ^ins and infirmities: 
l^each 7ne to know them ^Isq* p aid my endea- 
vours \o promote Christianity in the world. Give 
thy IJolj Spirit to ipe^ and all my de^r family. 
Grant u? thy peape, that wp may cjo our respective 
duties ^vith qqiet n^inds. My h^^rt is now full o|^ 
gratitude, hope, ^nd confidence, too great for 
iitteraqce. Lord, confirna tins trust i^ thy 
jiivine goodness 1 

Jfuly 5. Lprd Je§us, benevolent, compassionate 
Sayipuf, look with pity on me, thy faithful servant;. 
Accept the adqration pf a heart deyoted to thee, 
b Lord, thou knowest that I loye thee ; that I feel 
fhe sincere^t gratitude . for the benefits thou hast 
propi|red for Ipst mankind, ^nd for myself in pai:^ 
^icul^r. I indplge with delight unspeakable thg 
hope of dwelling with the^ in thine eterpal king? 
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4om. I desire to follow thy blessed example ot| 
earth — to feed thy lambs. O strengthen me tq 
jdo my duty, that I may finally obtain my inbe^ 
ptance }n Jleaven. There is opthing I desire so 
much as to do the will of my heavenly Father, ancj 
to prove myself a true christian. Vouchsafe me 
fresh supplies of grace, that I may discharge every 
duty in an acceptable manner. Let thy Spirit 
rule the hearts of me and mine, and may we b^ 
perpetually under the care of thy Divine Provir 
dence. May thy grace, O blessed Jesus, the love 
pf ]the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us pow and for ever. Amen ! Amen!— r- 
With reluctance I leave this delightful employment 
to aj:tend to worldly concerns. How do I long 
for that happy staje where there will be no inter- 
juptipns J 

O merciful Father, I desire, with an humble and 
grateful heart, tp offer unto thy divine Majesty 
py morning sacrifice pf thanksgiving. O Lord, . 
I acknowledge that I have in many instance^ 
fallen short of niy duty, and am unworthy to offer 
unto |;heo apy sacrifice. Q pardon me for my 
j^ayiour's sake. Lord Jesus, in thy merits are all 
piy hope§ fixed. Grant nie an interest in thsjt 
iredemptipn whiph thou hast purchased witli thy 
fnost precious blopd. Grant me, I beseech thee, 
fresh soppliep of grace, that I ojay be enabled to 
perform my duty in a proper manner, Epable 
p^e, I beseech thee, to adppt such measures a|s 
l^^^ll \)o most profitable for the schools^ wi most 
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likely to be permanent when I am taken away, or 
disabled. Thou knowest, O Lord, that I lov^ 
the poor ; that they look up to me as a friend. 
Strengthen me to execute the purposes of my 
heart. 

July II. O my Soul, is it possible that an 
infinite and eternal Being, who fills the universe, 
could have such regard for an atom like thyself, 
Bs to have provided an eternal inheritance for 
thee? How transporting, how amazing is the 
thought? O Lord, how can I express my adoras 
tion and gratitude ! O adorable Saviour, 1 am this 
day goings to thine altar, to commemorate thy 
dying love ; vouchsafe to be with me by thy spirit, 
that I may perform this service in a proper manner. 
Let the same spirit guide and direct my instruction 
to the poor children, and rule my heart iu all 
things. Without it I can do nothing. O that I 
eould root out of my soul all that renders it unfit 
for the habitation of so holy a guest. But this J 
cannot do ; I have defiled and polluted this temple, 
and the Holy Spirit alone can cleanse and sanctify 
it. O that I could perform the will of my hea-- 
yenly Father on earth as it is done in heaven ; that 
J could testify my love to my Saviour by following 
his example ! Merciful Father, forgive me for his 
pake. Adorable Saviour, pity my infirmities, 

August 8, I am this day going to receive the 
sacrament. I have such delight in this holy ordi^ 
nance, that I long for the return of the^t day on 
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which the sacrament is administered^ What a 
Jieavenly communion J 

O I^ord, I am sensible of numberless sins and 
follies since my last approach to thy holy table ; 
land I could not again appear before thee, were I 
not encouraged by thy tender compassion to re* 
pentant sinners. Lord, thou knowest that I love 
ithee, though I so often err from thy ways. O 
vouchsafe to receive the willing homage of a heart 
sincerely and earnestly devoted to thee 1 

Psalm 105. I will rejoice in the holy nan^e of 
the Lord, for he has said, let the heart of them 
rejoice that seek the Lord. I will seek the Lord 
and his strength • I will seek his face evermore* 
I will remember (he marvellous works that he has 
done, his wonders, and the judgments of his 
mouth ; for the children of Abraham, his servant, 
for the children of Jacob, his chosen* He is tiie 
Lord God ; hLs judgnaents are in all the world ; 
he h^s always been mindful of hb covenant and 
promise th^t he niad^ to a thousand generationiu 
^ven the covenant that he jp[)ade witli Abraham, 
jaind the o^th that he sware unto Isaac, and ap^ 
pointed the same unto Jacob for a law, and tQ 
Israel for an everlasting testament. He will alsQ 
be mindful of the covenant which he made through 
Im son Jesus Christ* lie will givp to lus faithfu} 
people an heavenly Canaan, Tp tb^t;, O my soul^ 
lift up thy thoughts, and be not troubled by thff 
^ransii^nt perpl^itie3 of a short lif^^ which passeth 
{^way like a shadow. O giye th{^nks unto ti^e i^ord^ 
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for te is gracious, and his mercy endureth for 
ever. Who can express the noble acts of the 
Lord, or shew forth all his praise ? Blessed, says 
the Psalmist, are they that always keep judgment, 
and do righteousness. Alas \ where can the hu- 
man being be. found who does this? How greatly 
do / fall short of this perfection ! But thanks be 
to the infinite mercy of the Father of Heaven j 
Thanks be to the love of the Son of God! This 
has hem done for me — what human nature could 
oot do, the Redeemer has done — he has fulfilled 
all. righteousness-— to him then let me fly. Ado- 
rable Jesus, divine Saviour, grant me, I beseech 
thee, an interest in the redemption purchased 
with thy most precious blood. Rememlier me, O 
Lord, according to the promise thou bast made 
unto thy servants. O visit me with thy salvation, 
that I may feel whib on earth the felicity of thy 
chosen, that peace which thou didst bequeath to 
them, that I may rejoice ia thy gladness, and give 
thanks with thine inheritance ! ^ 

I h9.ve sinned as well as my forefathers ; they 
provoked thee to anger many a time, yet when 
thou sawest their adversity, thou hadst compassion 
on them, and didst hear their complaint. Thou 
thoughtefet of thy covenant, and didst pity them, 
according to the multitude of thy mercies^ Deli^ 
ver me, O Lord, I beseech thee, from my spiritual 
enemies, that I may give thanks to thy holy i^ame^ 
f I; is a joyful and a pleasant; thing to be tla^nlifql, 



August 2f2. I have tieglected m^ journal^ atitJ 
can scarcely tell how the week has passed. But 
let me acknowledge' to my God and Father all the? 
sins I catn recollect, and implore his pardon for my 
dear Redeemer's sake. Alas ! O Lord God, even 
the remembrance of these sins is fled from me* 
I was conscious of them at the time, and felt cotii^ 
punction for them immediately. May I hope that 
thou faa»f m mercy blotted them from thy book \ 

if there are any unrepented of, recall them to 
my mind, that I may express my contrition fof 
them \ Lord, I would not willingly offend tbee^ 
My earnest' de&ire is to do thy will in all things J 
but such, is the frailty of my natare^ that I cannot 
fiiwaysr, even for a day or an hour, I cannot stand 
tipright* Grant to me strength and protections 
fi[gainst all my spiritual enemies. Keep my mind 
from corrosive cares. Lord, thou knowest that I 
bunger and thirst after righteousness. Satisfy 
ine with the plenteousness of thy goodness and 
truth. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so longeth my soul after thee, my God and Saviour.^ 
Vouchsafe to accept my humble labours for the 
propagation of thy holy religion* Adorable Sa- 
viour, when I read of the glorious visions which 
some of thy servants have had, how do I wish 
that I could see the heavens open, and behold tbee 
at the right hand of God, But these transporting 
sights are not for common mortals like me. I 
can, however, behold thy glory in the scriptures. 

1 can, with tho eye of faitb, behold the Saviour of 
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the world, the Son of God, healing the sick, Cutin<f 
the leper, giving sight to the bhnd, hearing to the 
d^af, raising the dead, and, above all, bringing 
salvation to a lost world* O merciful Redeemer t 
I believe most firmly in thee* Not a word that 
is recorded as proceeding from thy gracious lips,^ 
do I doubt the truth of. I believe thee to be all 
that the prophets foretold of the Messiah, and 
give entire credit to all that the apostles asserted 
of the crucified Jesus. O continue tb dwell in my 
heart by faith ; feave me not to myself; teach 
me to trust more firmly in my heavenly Father } 
to cast my cafe upon him, relying on his good Pro-* 
Tidence. Thanks to the goodness of Divine Pro- 
vidence, I have abundance of blessings, but in the 
midst of them, I sometimes fancy myself sinking 
and am ready to cry out, Lord, save me, or t 
p€7usk. ' I am afraid to tread on the waves of this 
world, O stretch forth thy hand to sustain me. 

Sept. 12. I am now upon a plan of restrain* 
ing myself in respect to contemplation and self- 
examination; but I am not thoroughly satisfied 
with it. O Lord, thou knowest that I have no 
arrogant thoughts, I have no proud looks. I 
would willingly humble myself in the dust before 
thee. I would pour forth the tears of contrition 
for every separate ofFence. But I will rely on the 
merits of my Redeemer, and rejoice in the strength 
of my salvation. I will reflect on thy goodness- 
rather than oa my owfi unworthiness* I will che- 
rish the consolations of the Holy Spirit. 
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Sept 19. I bave this week kept pretty closely 
to my pen. At intervals I have been reading 
Williams's Lectures upon Education, and am 
grieved and shocked to see good abilities perverted 
to the impious purpose of propagating infidelity, 
under the pretence of reforming the corrupted morals 
of youth. I find my zeal increased for endeavour- 
ing to promote the religious instruction of the 
rising generation. May my knowledge increase 
in proportion ! 

Sept. 20. To-morrow is the anniversary of that 
day which gave me one of the best of husbands. 
I hope I have fulfilled my matrimonial vow. I 
did not enter the holy state unadvisedly, but I hope 
reverently, discreetly, advisedly, and soberly, and 
in the fear of God. I hope my dear husband and 
I were united together as God's word allows. He 
has done his part faithfully I really believe. I 
think I have not been guilty of any breach of my 
vow, and I hope I shall obey him, love and honour 
him, till death do us part. The Lord has graci<» 
ously blessed us as he blessed Isaac and Rebecca. 
He has preserved and kept us ; he has given us the 
means of maintaining a numerous family, and filled 
us with spiritual benediction ; and I trust my dear 
husband and I shall pass an eternity together.— 
When I hear the wedding psalm occasionally read 
or sung at church, my heart glows with delightful 
sensations. I hope it is not presumptuous to apply 
ihe ble&tping to ourselves^ 



t^ Loi'd, I have feared thee^ and endsatoured IS 
l¥aik in thy way ; and so I trust has my dear hu jk 
band^ Thou hast bestowed on us the protniseil 
ireivardi We have eat of the labours of our bands; 
Ti]ou hast blessed our honest industry with success* 
We are in a prosperous state^ and happy as the 
fot of mortality will admit- I have been like at 
fruitful vine ; and my childrert are like the olive 
branches round about our table. What Unspeak- 
able blessings are these children to tis I What 
tewards hath the Lord provided for them that fear 
him ! O if it be thy good pleasure^ may we sec 
Dar childrens' children^ and peace in our Israel ! 

Lord) be merciful unto us, and bleds us^ and 
&bew QS the light c^ thy countenance, and be mer-^ 
cifui utito us. May thy way be i^no wn upon earth 
thy saving health unto all nations. Let the people 
{>raise thee, O Gftd^ yea, let all the people praise 
thee* 1*11611 shall the earth bring forth her increase,,- 
land God, even our own Crod, shall give us his 
blessing. God shall bless us^ and all the ends oi- 
the earth shall fear him^ 

O Lordj I look forward with delighfc to th^f age^ 
tof eternity, in which I may indulge to the utmost 
the desire which I already feel to occupy myself 
with the contemplation of thine infinite perfeclions; 
when I may hold communion with thee withoui 
being hindered by the infirmities of the flesh ; wheri 

1 may see my adorable Saviour, and join with the 
blessed Spirits that surround thy throne in singing 



the praises of the Lamb I O that I could cast but 
of my heart every thing that is offensive to my 
God ! Lord, thou knowest how ardently my soul 
pants after perfection. O that t could fulfil every 
duty, that I could do the will of my Father, as it 
is done in heaven* Lord, thou knowest that I love 
thee : conscious that I do, I lay hold oh thy pro-" 
mises : I trust in thy goodness. 

Oct. 3. I am grieved to see by the Reviews^ 
that Unitarian books multiply continually. I am 
afraid that poison spreads itself: O that t could 
&rnish an antidote to it Lord Jesus, Convinced 
as I am of thy Divinity, I am zealous to maintain 
it* Thou hast no need of such weak instruments 
as I am, yet I beseech thee to accept my humble 
services. O Lord, strengthen me to do the work 
in which, above all things, I delight. 

Oct. B. I have made cotisiderable progress in 
my Comment on ttie Epistles^ and a delightful task 
it is. 

I experience, as I am studying the Word of 
God, that kind of pleasure which I conceive the 
two Disciples felt when their hearts burnt within 
them, while our blessed Lord, on their Way to Em* 
maus, opened to them the Scriptures. I am as 
fully convinced of the divine original of these sa-* 
cred truths, as if I had heard them immediately 
from heaven J or frpm our Saviour^s mouth. 

O- Lord, I beseech thee to have compassion 
ypon my dear fatberin-law, now sinking under 
the infirmities of age. Lord, make his latter 

vou I. R 
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days comfortable, and spare him to us as long as^ 
he can enjoy life. O send him the consolation^ 
of the Holy Spirit! 

Dec. 6\ As usual, tvhen troubles afflict me, I 
rty to my God : and to whom, O Lord, should I 
go, thou art my strong hold, wbereunta I will aI-» 
ways resort. It is now some days since I took up 
my pen for this purpose ; and, thanks to Almighty 
goodness^ they have been days of serenity and 
comfort. 

My dear father-in-law declines daily. O may 
it be my endeavour to cherish him as far as b in 
my power. I owe him large returns of love and 
gratitude, for the kindness he has ever shown me» 
Let me never be deficient in my duty towards 
him. 

Dec. 7. I trust my confidence in God is much 
greater than it used to be ; but I fear it will not 
be what it ought, before death closes the scene 
upon me. I hope I shall then, even with all my 
infirmities, be reckoned among the faithful ser- 
vants of my blessed Redeemer. Though I have 
enlisted myself under his banner, though I have 
been signed with the sign of the cross, I have not 
fought ii>anfully. I have often fallen, but the 
Captain of my salvation, who knoweth that I would 
die rather than desert, has raised we up. O that 
I may stand, and withstand brtter for the time ta 
come ! 

Lord, look with tender compassion upon my 
dear father in-law, now in appearance drawing. 
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towards that awful period, when time ceases and 
eternity begins. Vouchsafe to keep him frona 
agonies, and give him an easy passage. O Lord^ 
sf^nd thy Holy Spirit to purify his soul from the de- 
filement of sin, and reward his piety w^ith a crowtl 
of glory, for his dear Redeemer's sake. O may 
those, whom he leaves behind, follow the exam* 
pie of his patience, resignation, benevolence, and 
kindness. 

Dec.^ 19. O merciful Lord, feccive, I most 
humbly beseech thee, my thanksgivings for thy 
preservation of me and my dear husband and chiU 
dren, from all the perils of the night past Con- 
tinue to us, O merciful God, thy favour and pro- 
tection. Blessed Jesus, whom my soul honours 
with the highest veneration; accept the willing 
homage of a heart sincerely devoted to thee* 
Lord, 1 am jealous for the honour of thy name. 
May it be magnified upon earth, and may it be 
my blessed, my honourable office, to teach some 
of the young, both rich and poor, to honour thee^ 
even as we honour the Father. 

Lord, if I know this heart of mine, I would lay 
down my life rather than deny thee to be the Son 
of God. OLord, dwell in my soul according to 
thy promise to thy faithful servants. Purge me 
as a branch belonging to thee, the true vine ; but 
let me not be cut off, and cast into the fire. I am 
this day going to thy Father's house. I am going 
to feed thy lambs. Be with me, O gracious Sa- 
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Tioury on both occasions, and keep me from waa- 
dering tlioiigbts. 

Dec. 25, Cliristmas^day. I have been,, upon 
tl]e whole, very comfortable since I wrote last, ex- 
cepting that I have bad some alarm upon my dear 
John's account ; but it has pleased God to bless 
the means I have made use of for his recovery^ 
^nd I trust be will soon be well again. 

On Thursday morning, about four o'clock, w'C 
had the most tremendous storm I ever remember,, 
accompanied with thunder and lightening and hail ; 
in the beginning of it, there was a most uncommon 
gust of wind, such as I have read of when there 
has been an earthquake. I never was so terrified 
by a tempest in my life, and very awful it certainly 
was. Thanks to Almighty goodness, we were all 
preserved from its fatal effects, and I hear of no 
material mischief in this neighbourhood. O what 
an idea does such a scene give of the power of 
God ; and how thankful ought we to be that he^ 
shows his power most chiefly in acts of mercy and 
compassion to us sinful mortals, whom he could 
strike dead with the blast of his lightning in an 
instant. 

This morning is very wet, and I think I shall 
not be able to go to the School ; indeed I hope the 
poor children will not be there; but I will at all 
events go to Church, that I may receive the Sa- 
crament on the anniversary of my blessed Re- 
deemer's nativity. 1 have been reading Nelson 
on this Festival, and, with some exceptions, I am 
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pleased with his reflections upon it. I am this day 
going to commemorate, with my fellow-CbristianSt 
the infinite love of my heavenly Father, in sending 
his only-begotten Son into the world to take our 
nature upon him, that he might save us from our 
sias — a mystery too great for the oompreheitision 
of the human mind ! but I most firmly believe iXy 
and will to my latest breath, God's grace assi^ng 
me, acknowledge Jesus to be the Son of the most 
high God. Lord Jesus, I receive with gratitude 
and joy inexpressible, the glad tidings of the hea* 
venly messenger, which in the Gospel have come 
^own even to me. Peace on earth; good-wiU 
toward men! A Saviour born into the world, 
who is Christ the Lord : and with the celestial 
spirits, T say glory to God in the highest Lord^ 
though thou wast bom in a stable, I confess thee 
to he &e King of Glory, the Son of the Highest ; 
I have devoted myself to thy service. It is my 
pride to be esteemed thy faithful disciple. I had 
rather be the humblest of Christians, than the 
greatest potentate upon earth without the know- 
ledge of thee. I am jealous for thine honour, O 
divine Redeemer. I am more hurt at hearing 
thee and thy blessed doctrine derided, than by any 
personal reproaches and in«sults I could receive. 
O cleanse from all infirmities the heart that is de- 
voted to thee. Make it the constant abode of thy 
Spirit Leave me not to follow the toolish die* 
tates of my own weak mind. O Lord, thou know- 
^st my heart better than I do myself j help me to 
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search its inward recesses, and to cast out M^bat^ 
ever is offensive to my heavenly Father. 



Ml. ,l,'r..i. .M'.MI 



Though the lady to whom the following letters 
were addressed, and Mrs. Trimmer had never the 
pleasure of any personal intercourse, a sympathy 
of sentiments attached them to each other, and the 
mutual plans of benevolence in which they were 
frequently engaged cemented the friendship. Mrs. 
Trimmer always felt for this lady the greatest es- 
teem and regard, and she on her part, treated her 
venerable friend with an attention and affection 
almost filial. In a letter to a daughter of Mrs, 
Trimmer's, soon after the death of her much re- 
gretted coiTespondent, she thus expresses herself: 
*'* Yes, my dear Madam, I had heard of the event 
which I must deplore while I live, I feel myself 
bereft of a guide, the most able and judicious, a 
fi'iend, the most tender a«d sympathizing ! What 
^he has been to me I cannot think of, without the 
most poignant regret and fervent gratitude. What 
a powerful motive was her approbation to my half 
formed purposes of benevolence ! I endeavoured 
to follow her precepts, to conduct myself by her 
rules ; I earnestly pray this influence may still di- 
rect me. Being dead, may she still speak to me ; 
and though denied personal access to her here, 
may we be united in regions where all tears shall 
be wiped froni our eyes/' 
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TO MISS H- 



Brentford^ June 5, 17$S« 

Dear Madam, 

It is impossible to express the exquisite de- 
light which I felt on the first perusal of your charm- 
ing letter. I regard it as the picture of a mind 
replete with Christian graces, as a present of the 
highest value. You have, by your, friendly detail, 
repaid me for many hours of toil ; you have ani- 
mated me to pursue my labours with increased 
assiduity; and given me cause to rejoica (with tba 
profoundest gratitude to Heaven) in being the 
humble instrument for conveying important in- 
etruction to those, who devote their best days to 
the service of their Creator and Redeemer ! 

I am sincerely glad to hear, that your pious dis* 
charge of filial and fraternal duties, meets with sp 
happy a return ; and 1 hope every future exertion 
you make, for the improvement pf the dear ob- 
jects of your tender solicitude, will be amply re- 
warded. There is no fear but that this wiU he 
the ca3e : eoery thing may be expected from such 
amiable dispositions, since you have so properly 
chosen piety for the foundation of your plan. 

In answer to your obli^ng enquiries after my 
pre3ent pursuits, I shall take the liberty of inform* 
ing you, Madam, that I have been projecting a 
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plan, for conveying a knowledge of the principles 
of religion, to tiie young and the ignorant, in a 
more comprehensive manner than has been hitherto 
attennpted. A specimen of this scheme will soon 
be published, under the title of the Sunday School 
Catechist. When I have a little more leisure, I 
mean to make an experiment of the same kind, 
for the higher classes of children, in hopes of in-:- 
ducing governesaes of schools to pay more atten- 
tion than the generality of them now do to the om 
thing needful. 

You gratify me exceedingly, my dear Madam, 
by desiring my acquaintance. Nothing could be 
more pleasing to me than a personal interview 
with a young lady, whose virtues I so highly es-r 
teem, excepting the accomplishment of your bene- 
volent and pious wish, respecting futurity^ which 
is the most grateful compliment I ever received. 
Perhaps you come to town sometimes : if you dp, 
J must entreat the honour of a visit, I shall have 
a great delight in introducing you to a set of young 
women, whom I flatter myself you would not think 
unworthy of your friendship: and who, though it 
has pleased the Almighty to spare th^ir mother to 
them, have for several years performed a task iq 
some measure similar to your*s. In order to re-r 
lieve me of fatigue, and give me leisure for writing, 
my elder daughten^ have chiefly educated the 
younger children. My family is very numerous. 
Though two branches have been cut offy my olive 
tr^ still affords t^^ which surround my table 



249 

every day. Five of my children are sons, the other 
five, daughters ; and I have the happiness to say, 
that they are all at present blessings a,nd comforts 
to their parents. 

I am charmed, my dear Madam, with the spirit 
of humility which is displayed in your letter. 
While you have that diffidence of yourself, there 
is no fear of your acting wrong ; and as you hav6 
formed so just an estimate of the comparative value 
of sublumry w[id eternal pys, there is little danger 
of your preferring the former. It is a great ad- 
vantage for you, however, to have an early know- 
ledge of the temptations peculiar to your station* 
Jjjfe is a warfare undoubtedly, and no one can 
remain in perfect security, who is not always upon 
his guard against the enemy, and constantly seek- 
ing th^ protection of God, When I received the 
favour of your letter, I was enjoying the company 
of Miss Hannah More, with whose writings I make 
no doubt you are well acquainted. I could not 
forbear showing it to her, as she was witness to 
the delight it afforded me. It would appear like 
flattery to repeat all she said of it ; but I must not 
omit to present her compliments to you, which she 
enjoined me to do. She is a very sensible and 
amiable woman. I suppose you have seen a little 
book, entitled " Thoughts on the Influence of the 
Manners of the Great y' but perhaps you do not 
}cnow that she is the author of it. Your approba- 
tion of the *^ Ladies CaUingy\ encourages me to 
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recommend this abo: not as advice which you 
stand in need of, but as a work you will approve. 
It is universally read in polite circles^ God grant 
it may have its proper effect ! 

I ought to have begun with an apology for not 
returning an earUer answer : I really had it not 
in my power to write before. I hope my want of 
punctuality will not deprive me of the pleasure of 
your correspondence : perhaps you will allow me 
to employ a deputy sometimes to answer for me. 
My daughters beg leave to join in respects to yoii^ 
and I am. 

Dear Madam, 

Your obliged and obedient, 

S. Teimmer. 

P. S. Pray present my kindest compliments to 
the young ladies who do so much honour to my 
works. f 

TO THE SAME. 

My dear Miss H y 

I can with sincerity assure you, that it has 
given me no small degree of concern to appear ^q 
neglectful of you; but 1 have excuses to offer, 
which, I trust, will acquit me in your opinidn of 
:any intended slight. For some time after I re- 
ceived your last favour, I was very much engaged 
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getting my literary matters forward, that I might 
allow myself the time to attend two invalid daugh- 
ters, in an excursion which was thought necessary 
for them to make, for the benefitof change of air; 
and during that excursion^ my attention to them, 
and a number of friends whom I had not visited for 
twenty-six years, left me no leisure for any corres- 
pondencies, excepting with the anxious family I 
left at home. I bad a very pleasant tour in Suf- 
folk and Norfolk, and one of my dear girls is much 
better ; the other, I fear, is not so ; though I was 
induced to leave them behind by an appearance 
of amendment in both. I returned home about 
five weeks ago, but can scarcely give you an idea 
of the continual hurry I have been in ever since ; 
not occasioned merely by my writings, and family 
business; but by correspondencies relating to 
schools, &c. ; and I have had company staying at 
my liouse besides, who have just left me. I will 
say n^ more by way of apology, but put an end to 
my long and tedious detail 

I think myself highly honoured by the confi- 
denoe yoa repose in me, and am very glad you 
have been enabled to act with such propriety in 
circuttistances so trying. You seem to me to 
have adopted the resolution of holy Job, ^' my 
Jitart shall not reproach me so long as I Iwe," 
God grant you may be able to keep it to the end 
of your life ! There is a little work sold by Mar- 
fihdkWf in Aldermary Church-jard, called " Dra^ 
rmtic Pmes^'' calculated to e.xempLijy the tmcle of 
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tonduct which will render young ladies amiable and 
happy^ when their school education is completed. 
Give me leave to recommend this to your perusal. 
I have an idea, that it will please you. There is 
a good Jemima^ who is exactly what, in her situa- 
tion, my dear Miss H would be. Those Dra- 
matic Pieces were w^ritten by an unfortunate lady, 
of M'hom you may perhaps have heard, Mrs. ■ 
They passed through my hands to the press. 

I greatly admire your diffidence of yourself; it 
is, my dear Madam, the greatest security for recti- 
tude of conduct, because it will naturally lead you 
to seek the aid of the Holy Spirit, without which, 
the wisest of mortals are liable to continual errors; 
and with whichi the meanest will act with pro* 
priety* 

I am very glad you are blest with such excellent 
friends ; their precepts and examples will be addi- 
tional advantages to you. I shall be very happy 
|o be known to your good aunt, when opportunity 
oiFers, or to correspond with her, when her incli- 
nation leads her to honour me with her letters ; in 
the mean while, she has my best wishes for suc- 
cess in all her laudable undertakings. 

Your opinion of Mrs. Chapone's Letters per- 
fectly agrees with my own : they contain admira- 
ble advice. 

In respect to Natural History, it is a most de- 
lightful study, which, as you live in the country, 
and have so much^ leisure, I would by all means 
advise you to cultivate ; but I cannot very well 
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assist you in the plan ; for thougji I was always && 
observer of the works of nature, I never pursued 
the study scientifically. The books I recollect to 
have derived ray little knowledge from, were^ 
" Nature Displayed^' '* The Religious Philoso* 
pher^^ and ' * Denkams Astro and Physico Theo- 
logy /' but there are many valuable modern workS' 
on this subject, which I never saw. I purchased 
BufFon's Natural History for my family some time 
ago, but found so many improper descriptions in 
it, that I could not put it into their hands. Whe- 
ther the same objection holds gpod in respect to 
Pennants JVorks^ I cannot tell. 

Is there any chance of our havuig th^^pleasure 
of seeing you this winter? I hope you will not 
come to London without giving us the favour of 
your company. We have a bed at your service,^ 
and [ shall be very happy in introducing you to 
my young people, who already reckon you among 
the number of their friends. Pray present my 
respectful compliments to your aunt, and believe 
mti your sincere and obliged friend, 



S. T 



TO THE SAME. 



Nw, 25, 1T88. 

Dear Madam, 

I am exceedingly glad to hear that ypur mind 
Is relieved from the distressing apprehensions yoa 
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must naturally have felt for 50 affectionate and 
amiable a sister. 1 hope by this time you are 
happy in her perfect recovery. I arn sincerely 
delighted at hearing she is to live with you again : 
it would be a pity to part you, 

I have lately been, and still am, under great 
anxiety, on account of one of my daughters, who 
has for some time been vei-y ill, and is now under 
the care of Dr. Turton, whom I look upon to be 
one of the first physicians in the kingdom. Ano- 
ther of my daughters is rather an invalid ; but in 
so large a family, the tenderness of a mother is al- 
most always in alarm for one or other. Great 
blessings cannot be enjoyed in life without 
alloy ! 

I hope you will long enjoy health to follcrw your 
vefy laudable pursuits. Depend upon it, you will, 
find more real pleasure in comforting the afflicted, 
and relieving misery, than can be found in scenes 
o€ dissipalioin. Il gives me particular pleasure to 
find, timt you . are a patroness of a Sunday School. 
You do me but justice in supposing, that myes-' 
teem for good people is not confined to those of 
the Established Church. I live not only in 
friendships but intimacy with the Dissenting Mi- 
nister's family in tWs pkee; \a% daughters are 
excellent visitors in the school I go to of a Sunday 
evening, conforming to the rules of our School^ 
and even teaching the Church Catechism. The 
iHssenters are largp contributors to the institu- 
tiea. fi 
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I thought to have written you a longer letter, 
my dear Madam; but to own the truth, I am 
quite weary. This is the thirteenth letter I have, 
written to-day : some of them long ones. I am 
sorry to send such an incoherent scrawl ; but I 
fear I shall not get another opportunity of writing 
for some time, as I am likely to be much occu- 
pied. 

I remain, 
Your affectionate, humble Servant, 

S. T . 



TO THE SAME. 

Brentfordy June 4, 1794. 

My dear Miss H ^ 

When I think of your great indulgence to me^ 
1 am quite ashamed of my apparent neglect of 
your correspondence, and am particularly hurt 
that you should so long have been kept in expec- 
tation of an answer to a cast of conscience^ which 
you paid me the compliment of submitting to my 
consideration, on a point which (as I am led to 
suppose from circumstances impressed upon my 
memory) nearly concerns your (nvn happiness i 
for I conclude, my dear young friend, that the 
union of beans between you and the young Qer* 
gyman, whose chtiracter you formerly represented 



to me in so amiable a light, still £lubaistefi and tbati 
all scruples have given way, eixeepting that which 
your last letter mentions. 

. I am afraid, that I am not able to give an iV»- 
partial judgment^ for I certainly am most zea- 
lously attached to the Church of England; yef 
believe me, I am not such a bigot as to entertaici 
illiberal prejudices against those who dissent fTon» 
its peculiar tenets : on the contrary, I frequently 
read with pleasure atid edification, the works of 
good Dr. JVattSf Doddridge^ and oth^ noncon-' 
forming divines; and have long lived in habits of 
friendship with persons of the Presbyterian per-^ 
simsiony who, both by faith and practice^ do ho-* 
nour to the Christian Religion. At the same time^ 
give me leave to say, 1 am so fdlly persuaded of 
the superior excellence of our mode of public wor- 
ship, that I cannot help wishing there were no 
dissentions among us : consequently I cannot s&p^ 
pose any one will risque either their own salvation 
or that of their children, by such an acquiescence 
as the lady in question is requested to make, nor 
would this lady, I should suppose, possessed as 
she is of good sense and candour, and marrying a 
clergyman, persist in desiring to educate any part 
pf her family as dissent crs^ if she would attentively 
examine the Church Service, and weigh the sgrgu- 
xnents in favour of the Church Establishment 
But stupposing even that the tenets of Nonconform'^ 
Uts were preferable in themselves, tbe cause of 
Christianity must unavoidably ;&uifer, where one 
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pai^t of a family is €!dueated to confomij add tfcrd 
other to iiissentf nor do I see how a Minister of 
either persuasion could pfoperly consent to havsei 
any one of his children educated in principles id 
isome respects inimical to those^ which he has so- 
lemnly engaged to inculcate on all within his in« 
fluence ; nor should I think it consistent with the 
mdrfiage vow, for the wife of a Clergyman or Mu 
nistcr to exalt herself above her acknowledged 
bead, by training their joint offspring in teligious 
opinions different from those her husband ba9 
bound himself to teach. 

That there have been iolembty happy marri- 
ages, in which the parties were of different persu^-^ 
sions, and educated their children according to ai 
previous agreement, some to the Church/ and 
some to the Meeting, 1 will not deny; but L will 
take upon me to say, that the family fiafWiny 
would have been more complete^ had the par^ts 
united in communicating the same principles and 
sentiments to every one of their offspring.' In- 
deed I, who have perhaps experienced as mu<Jh 
domestic harmony as any one, cannot foi'in an 
idea of its subsisting where Ofie regular plan i$tuit 
pursued; and my advice would be, that the yOtlttg' 
rlady V am writing about, should not only consents 
to have all her children brought up to tUe' Churdi, 
^JP^g-fowrf, but that she should also tomformher- 
'seff^. For ^bat has she to give up ?- Not ^aiNCi-^ 
BLES essential to her salvation, but opinions only^ 
relating chiefly to e.vter/ials. Were she required 

VOJL. !• § 



t6 festgn her faith in the Trimty^ in the Dhhuty 
nf Christ i the atonement of a cntcified Redeemer, 
fihe necessity of the sanctification of the holy Spi* 
^rit, of the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's 
^Suppery &c. &c. it would be highly criminal to 
.hesitate a ndioment; but there certainly can be no 
•danger in a woman's giving up those points which 
.separate Presbyterian Dissenters from the mem- 
bers of the Church of England, a Church which 
; Dissenters themselves have called ^' a glorious 
isanctuary of the Most High; a true temple of 
the Lord of Hosts; where God's Israel do wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth him that sitteth between 
Jhe Cherubims*.'' And let me add, where due 
fhonour is paid to the Redeemer and the Sane- 
tifier, 

; As the gentleman whose cause I aim pleading is 
y.'^L good divine^ \i would be impertinent in me to 
.enlarge upon this topic: I will only say, that I 
i^nk the lady may very safely listen to his argu-^ 
j»ients ; and tiiat I hope he will be able to^ prevail 
iWL her to be^ not only ^most^ but altogether sucli 
as he isy in respect to religious opinions ; and that 
ttbey may for many years enjoy the blessings and 
t^eomforts which ai^ise fronv the mutual discharge of 
r domestic duties, where a union of souls subsists, f 
!ftnd religion is constantly in view. 
. Befoi^e I proceed, to the remaining contents oi 

your obliging favour, allow me, dear Madan^ tf> 

• . . . , 

^ Preface to the translation of the Common Prayer, ko^ 
tf it^e Canton of Zurich, m Switzerland. 



0#ei' liiy excuses for the long deky of liiy slnswer, 
which has really been occasioned by indisposition. 
t deferred writing from day to day merely from a 
sense of inability to perform the task you required 
a( me, ahd I fear I have not now done it to your 
satisfaction. However, you will receive with kind* 
ness what I now offer, as it is written with ^ince* 
rity^ though not with that judgment your partiality 
expected. - 

I rejoiced to hdar, that in the long interval : ef 
our correspondence, you had experienced so highly 
the only valuable kind of blessings in life ; and 
that your dear sister affords you so much comfort. 
I understand Mis? Harriet still goes to a school 
near London, and that she passes Breritford at the 
vacation. It would make me very happy to see 
her at any time, and the friends who accompany 
her, particularly my dear Miss H- ^ ^l^o I *Mp^ 
pose sometimes goes to town« 

In answer to your kind 6n<|uiries after my fa^ 
mily^ I have the happiness to say, they are all at 
present in health. I have been very indiffer^at 
myself, and have not been able to write so mqeh 
is this letter contains, for several weeks, on any 
subject that required exertion of mind. You wiU 
on this account pardon all defects and inaccura-* 
ci6s« My family desiie to join In respectful re^ 
membranees to yourself and amiable sister^ and 
I am, &c« 
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. TO TKE SAME. 

Aly dear Mhs H7— j^ 

It really hurts me to begm ertff letter to yod 

with an apology for neglect; but believe me, I 

•bave been £k> gteatly occi^ied: with p^eparrattons 

for my dear son's marriage, added to my usual 

avocations, (dome of which you know to /be urgent) 

that I could dot tind.leisi»e'tO write toyoiu t»e&r^. 

^Let me tell you, as I can with the greatest since- 

^ty, ihut I was charmed with the excellent senti- 

" ^tdenfs you €3^ressed, and cannot but highly ap- 

*|)rov6 the noble and prudent nesolutiofis you have 

' Htakeft, to begtrid^ % duty rather than inclinatioa. 

'A time may yet come when you may with p«?- 

T^ri^ty give y6or hjinU to the man yoar heart so 

vbighly approves ; at leaist you will be fully recoa- 

^iled to the disappointoieiit, and I may venture to 

^lay recompensed by some blessing or other, -which 

'^providence has iti stoi^ for you* Marriage® with- 

4mt thev consent of good parents, seldom prove 

-happy ones; iiviriuKrt, the" consciousness of such a 

-blameable act is sufficient of itself to imbitter-^'lHRl^^'' 

«nd to damp the «weefr hope <)f Tocei^ing <xucf(iA 

from the dutiful behaviour of children* I hope 

yon-wtH -not think I have been guilty of a breach 

#f 9QDfidence, in reading your letter to my two 



«61 

daughters, wlio are at home with me, concealing 
the gentleman's name ; for indeed it shows your 
character in so exalted and exemplary a light, 
that I could not restrain the impulse I felt to com* 
municate to them, what was so highly pleasing to 
myself: the natural effect was, an increased desire 
to know the amiable writer, and to possess her 
auctions. 

I have been writing ktters these four hours, and 
at present find myself so much fatigued, that I 
must beg your excuse for an abrupt conclusion. 
My daughters unite in kind regards, aad I am, 
very afiectiodately your^,^ 
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Jan. S. It was my intentipn to begin a new 
year, by taking a retrospective view of my Journal 
for the last year, but the prodigious anxiety of 
my heart on account of my dear John*s alarming 
illness, rendered me entirely incapable of it. So 
greatly is my bodily frame shaken by the agitation 
of the qnqqifst inhabitant of it, that I can niake 
|io exertiqn. However, I humbly trust, be who 
knows my formation, will in his Infinite goodness 
^akp a|lowapee for those iqfirmities. 

As spon as I am ab}e, I will r^d over my last 
year's Jpurfial, aqd I trust, I shall find that I have 
made soipe progress Iq Christian virtues. I think 
that upon the whole, my trust in divine Providence 
is greater thaq it used to be; I dp pot mind little 
(things so i^uch as I did? but I am still unable to 
encounter whaf; are real trials with that patienqe 
^nd resignation which become a child of Go(|, ^ 
^isciple of that SayipUi^^ who set an eieample of tb? 



most perfect resignation to the divine Will, atid"- 
commanded his followers to possess their minds' 
ill patience, and to follow his steps. How unwil- 
lingly do I take up the cross, how bitterly do t 
groan. under it! To thee, O Lord, my frail heart- 
is laid open, nor do I desire to dissemble, or cloak 
my sins before thee my Almighty Father. Thy- 
pity to me, exceeds, infinitely exceeds, even that 
which I feel for the dear object of my present soli- 
citude, and thou art more ready tp pardon my^ 
offences, than I to forgive those of my beloved 
children. Lord, in full confidence, or at least with 
the best confidence I could assume, I have cried 
day and night unto thee, and I trust, thou hast in* 
dined thine ears to my hum)>le petition, O I/>rd, 
with the returning morn I r^ne w them, and most 
earnestly beseech thee to behold with thy favourable 
kindness the distress of my heart, and the suffer- 
ings of my dear child. If it be thy blessed will^ 
restore him to perfect health ; if not, enable 
me, my dear husband and other children to sub- 
mit as we ought to do. But, O Lord, I hope thou 
wik spare us from t^is heavy affliction ; O if it is 
meant as a chastisement to me, enable me to 
understand my error s« that I may confess and 
amend them. Blessed Jesus, adorable and 4:oqi« 
passionate Saviour, have mercy upon me. Lord, 
if thou wilt, thou canst heal my child, cast me 
not away in displeasure when I cry unto thbe. 
With gratitude, and humble thanksgiving, I aa* 
icoowjedge that thou didst be^r me when I be^ 
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fought thee ia behalf of others of my dear &m$ly; 
ij3 whose health I have now cause to rejoice ; may 
the same mercy be extended towards me at this 
time* that I pould serve thee ^vitb a quiet 
jnind. 

Jan. 14. I have not been able to conttaue th# 
agister of my heart for some days* { dp not 
j^ink that I have been greatly disposed to do it^ 
gnd nqw that l- sit down to recollect my p^t sins^ 
I find suiph ^ faint trace of them upon my memory, 
tiiat I caonot ackiiowledg^ them as I ought. 
, I received the Sacrament on Cbnstma$ Day, 
but i^Qt ^ith that ferveqcy of devotion which X 
))oped to feel* The next day I received it witi) 
p, sick person, and since that at chnrcb again ; and 
both times with tolerable satisfaction to mysel£ 
I shpuld like tp partake of it every week, for it is 
to me a feast of good things, I regard it as an i&f 
valuable treasury, ^nd humbly trust, I am pot an 
ynwelcome guest to |py divinp jS^edeemer, though 
iny soul|i9 npt attired in ^ery grace which sh6ul4 
adorn it when it gqes to the J^rd's tablet 

My dear son is, I hope, advancing in hb re« 
coyery, though he i^ends but slowly ; I desire to 
return humble apd hearty thanks to my h^yenly 
Father, ^nd my compassionate Saviour, for their 
great goodness tpwards bin). 

I'eb. 5* Since last I wrote my Journal, I have 
attended the death pf my d^ar father-in-law, whose 
loss I sincerely regret. Nothing could be more 
edifying th^n the pattern which hp $ft of piety, 



patience^ and restgnafion. O may T atid all who 
are near and dear to me, end our lives as hap* 
pily ! I have never yet met with in any rank of 
life, a character so exactly conformable to the 
Gospel as his appeared to me: such true un* 
affected humility, such universal benevolence, such 
lurdent piety, such tender affection* O how he 
loved me ! and happy am I in the recollection 
that my endeavours to shew ipy gratitude and 
aflfection for him, were pleasing and satisfactory to 

death, how dreadful art thou ! How does 
pature shrink back at the thought of thee. Mer* 
ciful God, how often have I imagined I could 
meet the grim tymnt with serenity ! how little did 
I know myself ! disarm him, I beseech thee, of 
his sting, O merciful Saviour, before he is suffered 
to approach me. Vouchsafe me the constant aid 
of thy holy Spirit to keep trie in the path of duty, 
that I may at the last awful hour have no sin un« 
repented of. Lord, I am desirous to do my Fa^ 
ther's will ; O that I could do it as it is done in 
Heaven ; that I could imitate thy ble^ed example ! 
Lord thou knowest the sincerity of my deslreijfi 
thou knowest also the frailty Qf my natur^, Vouch- 
safe to help my infirmities, Father of all mercies^ 
pardon me for my dear Redeemer's nak^ ! 

1 have now lost the last on earthy whom I could 
call a parent May I be to those who regard me 
in that tender rplation^ all that I ought to ^ 

6 
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Tbanks a thousand and a thousand times repeated 
are due, O Lord, to thee for the help of thy 
grace, by which I have been enabled to train them 
«p in the way they should go. O what extacy of 
joy does, it afford me to reflect that they are, as I 
trust, every one members of thy kingdom on 
earth, and heirs to everlasting glory. May they 
keep on steadily to the end of their course, never 
losing sight of the high prize of their calling. 

Margate, May'8. Some weeks have elapsed since 
I wrote any account of my time, and I am now un* 
able through defect of memory to tell bow it 
passed ; not quite unprofitabty, as I humbly trustj 
and not very unhappily I am sure, or I shoiild, as 
is my custom in affliction, have poured out my sor- 
rows in complaints and supplications, as I am now 
preparing to do. I have left that home where all 
my happiness is centered. I have left my dear 
husband and the greatest part of my dear children, 
to seek in this place health for the redt, and re« 
newed strength to myself. May it please the Au- 
thor of all goodness to bless the undertaking ; may 
the Saviour of mankind exert his healing power iq 
our behalf. Never, O Lord, was I more sensible 
of my]own weakness and unworthincss than at this 
time. O accept humility instead of righteousness 
for myxfear Redeemer's sake. I feel, as I tinist, . 
more resigned to the divine Will than I have lately 
been, at least I feel a desire to submit my will to 
that ofiny heavenly Father in all things, but I can-* 
not repress a mother's wishes, 4. mother's sorro^y 
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fwr the danger of a beloved child. O that it may 
be the will of my heavenly Father to restore him ! 
that my Saviour may vouchsafe to heal him. O 
Lord^ since the commencement of this afflictioa 
how often have I cried unto thee, and thou hast 
ieot a gracious ear to my humble petitions : O 
hear me now, I most humbly beseech thee ; vouch* 
9afe to remove this sorrow^from me, or enable me 
and those who will partake of my grief to submit 
as becomes the - followers of the patient Jesus. 
O Lord, enable me to search my heart, that I 
9iay call all my secret sins to remembrance, and 
^$ press my contrition for them. I am a frail weak 
creature, O God, but I would not commit pre- 
sumptuous sins ; O that I could i^erve thee always 
with a perfect heart ! my desire is to go this day to 
thy bouse, and join with my fellow Christians in 
thy holy Worship ; may I be able to do it with a 
quiet mind. Grant me, O Lord, I most humbij 
beseech thee that peace which the world cannot 
give. 

June 10. There has been a long chasm in my 
Journal* I went in the beginning of May to Mar- 
gate, in a state of weakness myself, and taking 
with me three dear children in a bad state of 
biealth. In a short time I found great benefit 
from bathiQg; the health of my two daughters 
improved, and my son appeared to be recovering 
yery fast, excepting that he had a short illness for 
l^wp «Qr Ibee days which awakened $dl my appre- 
^nsion^. The latter eqd of May I had a hasty 
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»ummons to go home my poof sister-in-law being 
supposed to be at the point of death ; before I ar* 
rived she^was out of danger, and being anxious to 
be with the dear children I had left behind, and 
desirous of receiving the further benefit of sea 
bathing, I went back within a week of my leaving; 
Margate, The very day of my return, my dear 
husband was seized with a most dangerous illness 
which obliged him to stay in London a week. I 
was kept in ignorance of the very great dang#*r he 
was in, and led to expect that he would come to 
me at Margate, which prevented my return, but 
I suffered a great deal from the apprehension that 
fae was worse than was represented to me. I 
prayed to the Lord with my whole heart, and he 
graciously lent an ear to my humble petition ; on 
my dear husband's relapsing, I was sent for home ; 
but happily found him much better on my arrival^ 
and thanks to Almighty goodness he is now well. 
I hear from Margate that my poor son has had ano- 
ther attack of illness, which I fear has weakened 
him very much; under these circumstances I 
have endured the most painful conflicts : I may 
say agonies of mind. When I found my dear 
husband better, instead of rejoicing with thankful* 
Bess I felt a dejection of spirits, proceeding from 
tl)e thoughts of the grief I should have experienced 
if I had lost him. When I heard that my dear boy 
was again ill I was in danger of falling into des*' 
pondepcy. But I prayed with fervency, and I 
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•trust withrsome degree of resigtiaboii; lEQid recessed 

I am this day gomg to receive the Sacrameiit. 
May I take it with composure, with a heart filled 
with love and gratitude, aod truly Christian chll- 
rity! O that the retrospect of the last three 
.months was more satisfactory to myself! O that 
I could recall the hours that I have passed un« 
profitably in sinful sorrow and apprehension ; let 
me be more circumspect for the time to come. 
I have an important lesson to learn ; after years 
of mercies I have to learn to be thankful ; my 
if^ry thanksgivings are accompanied with sensa- 
tions of sorrow ; I do not know how to rejoice in 
the Lord as I ought to do ; but I will search the 
Scriptures in order to instruct myself more fully 
in the duty of thanksgiving, and I will pray for 
the help of the holy Spirit to enable me to practice 
it. • 

. June 31. Since I wrote last, I have had abundant 
caufe of thanksgiving; my dear husband and fa- 
Bttly«at'home are well, and I trust my dear son at 
iMaiigateis.oa the recovery, though from such a 
:«tate of eictreme weakness, a rapid return to health 
jpannot be expected. I have been very busy in 
preparing clothing, Sec. for the poor children be- 
longing CO the school. I made a resolution to ap^ 
.ply my mind to the perf<)nnance of my duty, as a 
/aithfol stewai-d to my divine Lord and Master, by 
tprbviding for the wants of those dear children 
wljom his ProvidencQ has placed under my direg-* 
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tfoi), I JK^Iv^d to cast my care upon the AU 
nrighty, in respect to my poor sick child ; and I 
prayed most fervently to my blessed Saviour that 
he would exert his Almighty povirer in healing 
Itimi if it was the divine will that his life upon 
earth should be extended ; or that he would en* 
able me to submit with resignation in all things* 
I fled to my Saviour as a sure and constant friend, 
on whom I could fafely rely at all times ; nor w;as 
my confidence in vain, he hearkened to the voice 
of my humble petition, he granted me the inward 
consolation of the holy Spirit^ and I have hopes 
firom the amendment of my dear child, that he wiii 
restore him to perfect health. Under the prospect 
of this I ought to have maintaineid a constant 
cheerfulness of mind ; but I have not done scl 
Desponding fears have sometimes obtained power 
over me^ and I have thus lost some quiet repose^ 
which if I had improved divine mercy aright I 
might have enjoyed. 

Oct. 9* Since I wrote last, what sorrows have I 

endured ! what mercies have been granted to me! 

I went back to Margate the 18th of July, in 

' order to take care of my dear boy ; but the &st 
sight of him filled n>e with apprehensions that all 

. my care would t)e ineffectual, he appeared the 
marked victim of death. For three weeks I en- 
sured at times the most agonizing perturbation of 
mind, but I constantly had recoursie to prayer,-and 
as often as I sought help from above it was gra« 
fciously granted tne. I fled to my Saviour, and 
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jnost humbly and earnesUy inaplored him to re- 
store my dear child, if it was the divine Will titsA 
his life should be granted to my prayers, or to 
mitigate his sufferings, and enable me and my dear 
iiusband and cliildren to submit as became us to 
the dispensations of Providence- My first peti- 
tion was rejected ; my dear dear child was taken 
from me on the 28th of August. But praised and 
adored be the God of all mercies for his unspeak- 
able goodness to me and my fellow mourners. 
He graciously poured the balm of consolation 
most abundantly into all our hearts. O may I 
never forget what 1 so often experiepced, when 
with a heart full of grief and apprehension, I fell 
down before him ! how kindly did he speak peace 
to my afflicted soul, by the secret whispers of his 
holy^Spirit, which suggested every sentiment and 
thought proper for a Christian under those circum^ 
stances ; recalling to my mind particular pron^ises 
recorded in the Scriptures to induce a trust ia 
God ; assuring me of the favour of God ; raising 
hopes that my dear child would be received to a lifi? 
of endless happiness. In short, reconciling me to 
the stroke that was prepared to fall upon me, and 
teaching me to regard it as given in merci/, not ia 
anger. O Lord, bow can I describe thy loving 
kindness ! 1 am in my nature a poor weak crea^- 
ture, my reasoning powers are too apt to giv« 
ground at every alarm, the shadow of misfortune 
fills me with apprehension ; my spirits are all ia 
a tumult with th^ merest trifles ; yet I beheld with 
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composure A most tenderly and deservedly belotred 
child on his death- bed ; I saw him, with calnnness 
and composure I saw him, shrinking away from 
mortality, reduced to a mere skele'^on, and ready 
to expire, I was enabled, in this trying hour, to 
say, (and I hope from the bottom of my heart) 
not my will; but thine, O Lord, be done. Blessed 
Saviour, I love thee better than I love even my own 
dear child ; rather than depart from my duty as a 
christian, I yield him up — ^I resign him. O re- 
ceive him to thyself ! 

When my beloved child had breathed his last, 
I was enabled still to submit with composure. A 
thousand comfortable thoughts arose^ as it were, 
spontaneously in my mind. I felt as if a tender 
sympathizing friend was speaking words of comfort 
to me. Merciful Saviour, receive my humble, my 
inost grateful thanksgivmg for thy unspeakable 
kindness. Not to the superiority of my own un- 
derstanding, but to thy loving kindness, I ascribe 
the resignation which I trust was acceptable to my 
heavenly Father. Praised and adored be thy glo- 
rious name for thy tender mercy to the dear de- 
parted- Apparently his sufferings were not great; 
they were mitigated, I doubt not, by thy all pow- 
erful hand. I trust thou hast received his soul to^ 
thyself. O blessed and adorable God, to thee he 
was devoted in baptism. I endeavoured, and I 
hope with success, to impress the truths of chiis- 
tianity on his mind betimes. It would have b^en 
the pride and joy of my heart to have seen him & 
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idiithM zeaioud minister of the GotSp^l ; but that 
joy was, for ^ise feasotis, I doubt not, defiied me; 

that I bad procured him the completion of bis 
v/iih to i^ceire the sacrament Why did I re* 
strain mydelf from proposing his tecefiving it at 
homCj from si weak appteliension that the men-* 
tion of it would sink his spirits by stv^akeniiig the 
fear of approaching death ? Might I not safely have 
trusted to the aid of tlie Holy Spirit iii Such a case 
as this ? I have suffered my dear child to leave the 
w6rld without enjoying one of the highest pleasures 
it affords* Pardon thy servant, O blessed Lord« 
Adorable Saviour, patdon thy servant in this 
thing. O Lord, 1 trust that the desire in him was 
as acedptable to thee as the act would have been 3 
the omissiod was mine^ not bis. O Lord, continue^ 

1 beseech theel, thy goodness to me j support me 
by thy Holy Spirit, and grant me thy peace. 

Dec. SL I am no\^ come to the elose of one 
of the most sorrowful years I ever past. May it 
please the Almighty to fender the next a happier 
ope, and may I be enabled to make a greater pro- 
gress in Christian virtues thad I have done for 
many of the last months of my life } but I have 
lately felt the loss of my dear dhild morel severely 
than at first, and have grieved beyond measure. 
My dear husband has twice been most alarmingly 
llh Ode of my sons has also had an illness of % 
dangerbus tendency, and I have felt, on these ac- 
iiounts^ accumulated apprehensions. O ^h«it 
^ vol. I. T 
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tiDcKHis days and nigiits have I passed ! Never da 
I recirflect, m the whole course of my life, bek^ 
so iimpatient under the cbaslenmg band of God* 
But I have seen my error, and moat heartily re* 
pented of it ; and 1 hope my penitence has been 
accepted for my dear Redeemer's^ sake. Yet i 
cannot call it to mind without shame and e^iifusioD 
efface, without sorrow and remorse. 

O Almighty Father, shaU 1, who ana umrorthy 
of the least of all thy mercies, shall I presuoie ta 
repine under thy chastening hand ! Adorable Sa« 
viour, to whom all hearts are epeif, all dewres 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid, thoi^ 
knowest the imperfections of snine; slay it be 
cleansed by the inspiration ^ the Holy Spirit. 
Thou knowest, that notwithstanding my Jate de>^ 
fection^ I love thee ; that my greatest desire is to 
prove myself thy faithful disciple, ekfid to do the 
will of my heavenly Father, O vouchsafe to in- 
tercede for me* Forgive my transgressions agaiirst 
thee, my Lord and Master. 

Though I have had many a^xkfties, { recollect 
wiUi gratitude I have had but few misfortcmes this 
^ear» If I say one cidy, I believe I shall b^ 
right. The death of our good parent, my dear 
father-in-law, must not be deemed such^ fer he 
jdied full of years, and in a stale of preparatioa 
-for n better world ;^ but the death of mry dear 
'wiafaild, cut off id the bloom of youths to the disapr 
pointnnent of the hop^ I had formed from hia 
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amiaUe tempeiv appears to me ' a nrisfortoiiei'' aa 
far as it respects myself; but to hitn it caooot 
baTe been so, since be, I trust, has rachanged 
this life for one iufinitely better. O that I could 
think upon this subject as I did for the first 
month. 

Thanks to the Almighty, I find myself much 
more reconciled within this week than I was bo» 
fore. My dear husband has been so ill that X 
thought I should lose him, and that thought was 
accompanied nvith a thousand dreadful apprehen* 
sions. Praised and adored be the God of all mer* 
cies, he is so much better, that I may hope to s^ 
him quite weU^ and enjoyiqg years of health and 
comfort ag^in. My sou's iUness added to rojr 
apprehensions, and I folt as if my greatest earthly 
comforts were going (9 be cut off : he too is better, 
and I hope wiU be spared tp be the comfort ofmf 
old a^ if my lifo is extended to that period. Q 
weiik and ungrateful creature, to forget all the 
u^ercifol kindness of God, and give way to distrust 
and despondency ! 

Gieat blessings have been o)ixed with the troor 
bles of the year. 

Pardon, I beseech thee, for my dear Hedeemer's 
sake, all the transipressions by which I have offead*' 
ed thee, and give me grace to serve thoe better ftf 
the time to come. 

T 8 
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r I'raisfed dfod adored be thy holy name for hll ^y 
l^odness to me, uid my dear husMnd and childr^« 
O continue to us thy loving kindness^ Lift up th0 
light of thy countenance upon us, and give us thy 
peace, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's sake \ 
Amen ! Amen 1 



TO MRS. M . 

March 10, 1791. 



Since I wrote to you last, I have attended the 
death- bed of one of the best men that ever lived, 
Mr. Trimmer^s father* His life was extended to 
the great age of S8, and he preserved his good 
Kumour to the last hour. I never met with such 
ari even temper in my life ; and he was remarkable 
for the truest humility apd Christian charity. His 
partience was tried, nay, J hope, perfected by many 
trials ; but he bore them without a murmur. He 
was as affectionate and as dear to me as if he had 
been my own father; but it would be wrong to 
wish him back in this "troublesome world, as he 
had takerl so much pains to prepare himself for a 
better ; and so ardently, though not impatientlyv 
longed for the change. 
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TO THE SAME. 

September^ 179L • 

My dear Madam, 

It was my fuli intention to write to you, and 
flesire your acceptanee of the specimen of my new 
publication, which I now do myself the pleasure 
to send. But, alas! my mind has long been agi- 
tated with the most painful anKieties, which have 
at last been followed by tiie inexpressible grief 6i, 
losing a dear child ; a most promising youth, be- 
tween sixteen and seventeen years of age, whdki I 
once fondly hoped I should live to see a faithful 
minister of that hojy religion, which it is my ear* 
nest wish and endeavour to promote by every means: 
in my ppwer. 

. I went to Margate with him and two of my 
daughters at the time proposed, and had for some 
time the comfort of seeing him apparently gathering 
strength, spirits, and appetite, by sea air and 
bathing ; but about three weeks after my arrival, 
I was suddenly fetched home to attend a sister-in- 
law, who was supposed to be dying, and who had 
expressed a desire to see me. She, however, got 
better, and in a few days I went back to my dear- 
boy. On the very day of my return, Mn Trim* 
mer was seized in London with a most dangerous 
disorder^ and was obliged to remain tber^ soma 



87* 

days. Of this I was not apprised till b6 was hap* 
pily relieved; but a few days afterwards he re- 
lj^>sed, and then I was again fetched home, but 
bad tba unspeakable comfort of finding bin^ free 
from alarming symptoms, and be soon recovered 
bis strength. About four or five days after my 
second departure from Margate^ my poor dear 
boy was taken* as be had been repeat^iy in the 
iQOurse of the last year, with a violent complaint in 
|be bowels, which reduced him to the brink of tb^ 
grave; but he recovered a little, and bis sisters, 
^d the friends who were so kind as to attend to 
bim in my absence, flattered themselves and rm 
that he was in a state of con valescence^ |f owever, 
on my third arrival at Margate, the shocking alte^ 
ration in bis looks, and the extreme weakness I 
observed, convinced me that there was no mor^ 
foom for hope, aqd I passed a miserable three* 
weeks iq expectation of the melancholy event 
which then took place. However^ I thank God, 
not only myself, but Mr* Trimmer, and every one 
of my surviving children, have been wonderfully 
supported under this great affliction, and are much 
better th^n could be expected, considering the me^ 
rjts pf the dpar deceased, and our great love for 
him, which h^d been heightened by his su^erings, 
and th^ patience with which he bore a lingering ^ 
illness. \ tb^nk Go(], it was not a painful one, 
and h|s death was as easy as possible. I have 
said enoiigh to plead excuse for my apparent neg« 
)|;p|pf ^oU| my dear Madaipi an^ I will not pain 
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SfWL by adklidons to the melanclioly detaiL I shall 
at all times be happy to hear from you, and of 

Mrs. y to whom I beg you wilt present my 

kind regard and best wishes^ 

lam, 

Yoiir £aithful humble servant, 

S. Trimmer. 



TO MISS S. T- 



Bretdford^ September^ l*Jdl* 

I. 

My dear S 

If I had not understood that C was 

writing to you, I should have begun in time, that 
I might have sent you a longer letter. I have the 
pleasure to tell you, that we arrived safe at home 
on Tuesday evening, and found your dear father 
and the rest of the family much better than I ex-> 
pected. It has graciously pleased the Aln^ighty to 
^support us nnder the trial he has seen fit to call ua 
tOi and his comforts have been proportionable to 
mtr sorrow. Little did I suppose it possible for 
me to bear the loss of a dear child as I have done ! 
But my mind is full of the thought that he has passed 
the gate which leads to everlasting life and happi- 
ness, and I am perfectly resigned to the will of my 
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heavaily Father, and resolved, h\& gr^c^ asslsfing 
jge tp rejoice in the blessings he has left me, whil^^ 
jbe se^es ^t to icoutinue them ; or tp submit with- 
out murmuring when he is plca^d tQ wjthdra^ 
tbem > I hope I am ah-eady the better for thi« 
affliction. My dear child ia doubtless happy be- 
yond conception, or enjoying that rest, which is 
perhaps, the prelude to immortal bliss. After a 
few shprt years, I trust, we sh^U meet ag^in pcyer 
more to part ! 

I delight myself with the hope of seeing you 
at the time ypij mention; dp not distress your- 
self my love, with the apprehension pf g. sor- 
royyful meeting; whei> we have mingled a few 
tears we shall I trust, be ^11 cheerful and happy 

Jogelher. 

I will mention one circunjstance from which I 

have derived unspeajk^ble comfort. Sopn ^fter I 
,went ^o Margate, (Jear John q.sked mp if I Ijad n^t 
writtep something upon the Sacrament, jind said jt 
was his intention tp receive it as loon as )ie w^as 
able tp go tp Church. I read to him that part pf 
the explanation of the (Catechism^ which relates 
to the I^ord's Supper, ^yitb whiph he was extremely 
satisfied. I wish J had proposed to haye a clergy- 
man tp hirp, jbutl was afraid of alarming him, ap0 
did not thinly hiip sp near his end* I concludfi 
from the dmre to feceiye it, that bis mip.d was )q 
the best ^tate, and dopbt not jthp will was ac- 
l^epted for the deed by an all-me}xlful Re^pejp^f 
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Adieu ipy dpar child, e^cqs^ baste, we unite in. 

Hoy?, 

J aw, 

Your affectionate Mother, 



TO MRS. TRIMMEjR, 



Cotpdip Grfieup Nov,^ 1 1, l*79U 



pear Madam, 



I am almost ashamed to acknowledge the re<« 
^eipt of yout kind letter dieted -^-rr^ I will not 
remind you how long ago. What aggravates my 
i^ffence is, ^t I also received a most valuable 
-present of ypur excellent, judicious and pious 
works. The true excuse is th^ only one I shall 
^tempt to offer, that pf almost coastj&pl; indispo- 
Hitiont I liave had ^. severe cough fpr somf? 
]ponth$ with Uttle intermission, with acute painis 
ip my head, which makes^ reading and writing ia- 
/:onveoient tP me, apd I have delayed writing from 
IPKeek to wieek in hopes I v^iglit be abkl to do it 
more at large. But the recent sight of a v.ery in- 
festing ^lid aflTecting letter of year's to Dr. S ^ 

impres3es mie with so puch real conciern, that I can 
510 longer delay expressing n^y sincere ^nd hearty 
sympathy for ith.e a^icting scenes you have gone 
.through* I <^o |ndee4 cpnc^ivp wbiit you and MVt 



Trimmer must have enddredin l!ie \ois of * so 
amiable, so promising, so desirable a son; bu^ 
my dear Madam, with • my ^condolence let me 
mix my unfeigned congratulations on the manner 
in which it has pleased divine Providence to cn- 
'at>iB*you to sustain such a loss. It seems as if 
our heavenly Father had resolved, that after you 
had so long, and so successfully instructed others 
by your writings, you should be called upon to set 
your seal to the truth of all you had taught by 
your 'submissive resignation to his Divine Will on 
this trying occasion. I hope while you are spend- 
ing your time and talents for the great purpose 
of bringing others into the paths of hdiness^ 
ymi will continue to find comfort in your own 

heart 

' Youf book on the Common Prayer is a labori- 
ous, jiidicious, and valuable performance, and your 
-little Tr^attises oii Baptism, the Catechism, &c. &c. 
^ell cj^iciiiated to answer the great ends of instrue- 
tibn* I can hardly conceive how you- are abte, 
in the midst of your active practical avocations, 
to writ^ to much, and so well. I feel it a sort of 
tacit reproach to myself, and I must have as great 
an esteetn for you^ as I really have, to prevent my 
re^rd being a littles tainted with envy. 

As to myself, whom I ought never to name after 
YOU, I go on tolerably well. But my villages life 
so far aparti that my whole time (with my great 
interruptions 6f iUnesJs) hardly suffices to them. 
My district tikes m twenty miles diaaaeter, and 
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i^ontains tikie or ten }iari9liM wlfick co«M ke/ie* 
gulated with much lefis.tilae and trouble, had I not 
8o much grpund to go ovfer lo get «t tfaein: hiit 
we muftt take things a$ we fiod tbem». and be cbai- 
tented to do a little gpod wl^n we caxiaot do a gr^d 
deal. 

I beg to be most kindly remembered to Mr. 
Trimmer, and your daughters. With my sincere 
wishes fi>r your comfort, healthy and happinesi^ 

I remain, 

My dear Madam, 

Your obliged and faithful, 

H. More* 



TO MBS. 



Brentfordy Dec. 30, 1791. 



Dear Madam, 



I fear you have thought me very neglectful, 
but to account for my omission, I need only say, 
that a succession of painful duties have disturbed 
my mind, and engrossed my time ever since I re« 
ceived the 6rst of your obliging letters. Mr, Trim* 
mer has been twice so alarmingly ill, that I have 
been under the dreadful apprehension of losing 
hira, one of my sons has had a cough, that threa* 
tened him with a consumption, and my daughters 
have mo3t of tbem beep indisposed. 
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I r^titik yon thanks for yow consolatory letter, 
and am abk to say, that my grief is greatly mo* 
derated, though it will be loi^, veryloog, I fear, 
l)ef6re I shall cease to regret the- loss of so ainia«» 
ble, so valuable, and so promising a child 1 
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YEAR 1792. 



Jan. L I am now by the infinite mercy and 
goodness of God, brought to the beginning of 
another year. May his grace enable me tO' 
improve the time he may think fit to allot me in 
this world to his glory, the salvation of my soul, 
and the good of my fellow creatures. I have 
passed the day with more than usual serenity of 
mind ; may this blest tranquillity remain with me, 
I wiir strive to preserve it. I begin this year with 
heartfelt gratitude to the Giver of all goodness, and 
praise the name of God with jny whole heart, for 
all the benefits that he has bestowed upon me apd 
xiiine. 

Jan. 7* I have enjoyed more peace of mind the« 
last week than I have known for some time, I 
have kept from grieving for my dear deceased 
child, but the tertderness for him is so deeply 
rooted in my heart, (bat I cannot help feeling 
1 
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tmoy a pang. However, it certainly was the wiR 
of the Almightf to take him from tne, or he would 
liave granted my prayers for his recovery, and 
blessed the means made use of. I have had a 
most edifying example thfe wedc in poor Mrs. 
B ', who has lost a good husband, and bears 
the loss as becomes a Christian* God only knows 
how I should have borne the like misfortune, for 
with s^ame and sorrow I confiiss, that under the 
prospect of it I was very impatient ; bat I trust 
the Almighty, who knows my contrition, and the 
heart-felt remorse with which I call my sin to 
remembrance has pardbned it for my dear Sa- 
viour'ssak^. 

Jan. 17. This is the anniversary of my birth 
^y. I am now entered into the 52d year oi my 
agie, perhaps }t may be the last of my life. God 
only knows. In the midst of life we are in death, 
and therefore ought to live in constant prepara- 
tion for k^ 

Jan. 22. To the best of my recollection I have 
had a comfortable vveek, and I do not know that 
I have a6y particular sin or folly to ehar^ myself 
with ; but perhaps I have forgotten many that 
ought to be acknowledged, for my nmopxy is very 
imperfect, and I cannot find leisure to record my: 
faults froni day to dny. J recollect with satisfac* 
t|on, that I have endeavoured spccessfully t9 keep 
itiy mind in a state of resignation to the Pivine 
Will, and trust in God- I have not given way to 
fruitless lamentatipn for the Joss of my deiff child, . 
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thou^Istili feel the most teaderTemembraoce of 
bim« I have applied myself to my darling , em^ 

- ploymeot of writing,, aod found myself equal 
to it. 

O merciful Father, the Searcher of all hearts^ 
who koowest all my imperfections infinitely better 
thap I do myself; vouchsafe ta pardon for my 
dear Redeemer's sake, whatsoever thou hast seen 
amiss in me ; and if I have committed any parti^ 
cular offence which I ought to acknowledge and 
deplore enable me to recollect it, and I wiU con* 
^s it with sorrow and contiUion. O Lord, if % 
luM>w my own heart, I would not willingly offen4 
|hee ; on the contrary, I would spend my whol^ 
^fe in thy service, never am I so happy as when I 
^ studying thy word, or acting as the instrjumqnt (^ 
tby Providence in doing good to my fellow creaturea. 
But alas ! through the wiealpess of my nature | 
fannot always, or long togi^th^, §tand upright; 
^rpugh my manifold sins ai>d wickedness, I aqsi 
Hotf let and hindfned in running the race that is 
9^( j^ott me; trnt I humbly trust I shall yet 
^e^ifk the goal, and obtcou tt)ro^gb the iperiu c^ 
jfgf blessed $e4^emer, t^ h^b pri^^e of j^y calling 
a crown of glory eternal in the heavens. Adora- 
ble Saifipjjr ttu^u kqpwest that I love thee. Lprd, 
I«viJeidous for the honor of thy naoxe. . I an^ 

- truly grieved when I hear thee spoken of in dq- 
jpi^diqg terms i my. Lord, and my God !*~0 (hat X 

^ could pej^pade all I know, and all who read my 
books to think as 1 do. O that my practice were 

6 



lit all points such as thou requifest in fh^ %txiitsxkiB 
and disciples. O that I could more perfectly follow 
thy blessed example, that I may be enabled to do 
better than I have hitherto done, I most humbly 
beseech thee ta grant me the cfontini^al siM of thy 
Holy Spirit. Leave me not to myself; forsake vat 
not, O God, of toy salvationf. I yield myself t6 
thy guidance. I depend not upon my own natural 
powers, though I resolve to exert them to my best 
abilities. 

G Lord, I hear, with apptehetisfon fot myself 
of myffiends and acquaintance, taken off by sud-* 
den death. O if it be thy blessed will,, save me 
from a like fate ; I am not yet so well prepared 
as I hope to be ; I have much ta do for myself and 
others, before I can give up my accounts with joy 
as a faithful steward. Spare me a little, that I may 
recover my strength, and show forth thy glory Xa 
the young and igtiorant Sut if it should be the 
will of the Almighty to order it otherwise, may 
my soul be washed in thy most precious blood, 
may my-sihfol nature be covered with the robe of 
thy righteousness, or bow shall I be fit to appear 
in the presence of a holy God, and join the society 
of pure spirits ? - 

Lord, I bes^cech thee, send thy heavenly benedic- 
tion' on my dear husband and <;hildren, bless and 
prosper the journey my husband is going upon, 
and enable us to peiform ouf rt^spective duties in 
an acceptable manner. - *' 



r Vouchsafe, O Lord, to grant ud this night rfe* 
freshing sleep, and diefend us from all perils and 
dangers. Praised be the adorable Trinity, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, world without end. 
Amen! Amen! 

On reading oyer my Meditations oii New Year's 
Day, I find that I forgot to pray for my dear 

S -, and E-- . How could tliat be, for I 

am sure they have an equal share in my afFections, 
•with the rest of my beloved children, and greater 
lore than I feel for them all no children can de- 
gire from a |)arent ; they wind about my heart till 
Iny very life seems to depend upon their happiness. 
; O how much have I suffered from the loss of three 
whom it has pleased the Almighty to take from 
me. But I will not recall the grief which has for 
the present at least subsided. I will '^- «— '^.u! 
to retain the serenity- -'^-^ ^"J heayenly Father 
has gracioii^'j granted me. 

I hope I shall never forgot the kindness of my 
dear deceased father-in-law. What a character 
was his ! O that I could imitate his patience, re- 
signatien, and truly Christian charity. 

My grief for my dear deceased child is greatly 
moderated- I often recollect the last melancholy 
scene, which ended m his death ; but not with so 
.much distress as at the time of my dear hus- 
band's illness. I am fully resigned to the Divine 
Will. I do not torment myself with unavailing 
regrets as I did a little while ago. I have num- 

YOL. I, U 
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beiiess blesi&ii^s at this tiixie m possession, among 
which is the impraved health of iny dear husband 
And children. 

I will speak of merev and jiidgment unto thee, 

Lord, will I speak. I will endeavour to behave 
myself wisely, in a perfect way, Iby grace assisting 
me. O when wilt tliou come unto mei 1 will 
walk wkhin my house wkh a \yerfect heact, a heart 
perfectly devoted to tbee my God and Saviow. 

1 will set no wicked thing before mine eyes ; 1 
hate the work of them that turn aside ; it shall 
not cleave unto me ; I will not make a chosen 
companion of a wicked person^ Mine eyes shatl 
be upon the faithful in the land, among them will 
I choose my associates* 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is with- ' 

^^^^^'^^'^'^''^-^^i^^y ^^an^e. Bless the Lord, O 
mysoul andS^nK*«,^4as benefits, wbo for- 
giveth all tbme iniquities, wrhobqatett. ,11 thy dis- 
eases ; who redeemeth tby life froi» destruction, 
and crowueth thee with tender mercies and loving 
kindness. The Lord, is merciful and graciou^ 
slow to anger, and plenteous in tnercy. He will 
not always chide, neither keepeth he bis anger for 
ever. He hath not dealt with me after my sins, 
nor rewarded roe according to my iniquities. For 
as the Heaven is high above the earth, so great is 
his mercy toward them that fear him. O'Lord, 
thou knowest that the fear of thee is ingrafted in 
jny heart J may it never be rooted out. Lord, I 
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iiave experienced froni thee the pity of a father. 
O aiay I be thankful and dutiful for thy compas* 
siooate kindness. But how imperfect are my very 
best services ; yet thou wilt accept them I Immbly 
trust! thou kn^west the weakness of my frame, 
thou remeinberest that I am but dust. My days 
are as grass ; I am now in life and health, but in 
a short time, thou alone knowest how soon, I shall 
go hence and he no more seen. But thy mercy, 

Lord, is from everlasting, thy truth reacheth 
unto the cloudy thou will not forsake me even in 
the grave* I will keep thy covenant, and remeni- 
ber thy commandEnent3, then shall I rise to a life 
>of glory, then shall I be admitted to approach thy 
throne. Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel 
in strength, ye that do his commandments hearken- 
ing unto the voice of his word. Bless ye the 
Lord, all ye his hosts, ye ministers of his that do 
his pleasure. Bless the Lord, all ye his works in 
all places of his dominion. Bless the Lord, O my 
soul. 

To the protection of thy good Providence, and 
tlie guidance of thy Holy Spirit, O rherciful God, 

1 humbly commend myself, my dear husband, and 
children, and all my friends and relations. Pre- 
serve us from the perils and dangers of this night, 
and if it be thy good pleasure to grant us a further 
contmuance here, raise us up to-morrow with 
hearts disposed to love and serve thee, and to pro- 
mote the happiness of our fellow creatures : root 
aut of our minds every thing that is displeasing to 

V SI 
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thee, and implant and nourish in them every vir* 
tue. May I ever keep in mind the exaoaple of ipy 
blessed Redeemer, and strive ta follow it in all 
things. Adorable and divine Saviour, thou 
knov*'est that I love and honour thee ! O vouch- 
safe to strengthen me to perform the works I de- 
light in, and accept my imperfect services. 
May 1 be among that blessed number, whom al 
the last day, thou wilt own as good and faithful 
servants. 

Feb. 16. O Lord, my heart is open before thee, 

'thou knowest all its cares and anxieties, vouchsafe I 
most humbly beseech thee to relieve me from them^ 
and enable me by thy Holy Spirit to trust in thy 
power and goodness, and to submit to thy will. 
O blessed Lord, light indeed is thy yoke in com- 
parison with that which those who travail and toil 
to effect their worldly purposes take upon them- 
selves. Lord, receive my humblest, my most 
grateful thanksgivings for thy great goodness in re- 
lieving my mind from the weight of sorrow 
which lately oppressed it, on account of the loss of 
my dear child ; may I never more give way to it^ 
f : for what will it avail him? And why should I 

grieve for him, who I trust, is at rest from all the 

■ pains and sorrows of this toilsome life. 

I am conscious of a neglect of duty in omitting 
to instruct my servants as I used to do ; I will 
endeavour to fulfil it better for the time Jo come. 
O Lord, I rever epce thy Sabbaths ; I adore and 
honour thy holy name. Blessed Jesus, adorable 
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SaX^it>l!r, divine Friend of htirhah kihtl, vouciisafe 
to continue to me thy loving kindness, ^vhlch is 
clearer to me than life itself. Forsake me not, 
take not thy Holy Spirit from me, leave me not to 
myself, I feel my weakness, I fear to trust to my- 
self, I lean upon thee my Saviour and Redeemer, 
my Lord, and my God. 

Feb. Q6. I have had upon the whole a comfort- 
able week. I feel my mind calm and tranquil. 
I fear it will not continue so long, if I contemplate 
too much on my own imperfections. I am not 
averse to humiliation I hope. I have not a 
thought that exalts itself against my God and Sa- 
viour, neither have I a high opinioii of .myself; 
the more I look Into myself, the more J. feel my 
own insignificance and insufficiency. How can* 
any mortal indulge pride and self conceit ? 

I was very low spirited this morning at the 
thought of leaving off mourning for my dear dear' 
John ; a thousand painful recollections came into 
my mind ; it was the same with my dear husband,' 
and I fancy with the rest of the family, for they* 
have not thrown it aside. .> 

But duty forbids the indulgence of unavailing 
sorrow ; yet I cannot part with the remembrance 
of him. O how tenderly did I love him !' how 
anxiously did I watch over him. But thy will, O' 
Xord, be done! I trust we shall meet in a better 
world never more to part. 

Merciful Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, I be- 
seech thee for his sake to pardon all my past sins, 
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and grant me grace to serve thee better for th# 
time to come. O Lord, the longer I live, the 
more sensible I am of my own imperfections. I 
know that I am not worthy of the least of all thy 
mercies; my whole dependance is on the merits 
of my blessed Redeemer. Lord, if not encouraged 
by thy gracious promises, I could not dare to pe- 
tition thee for any favour or blessing, nor does tliy 
holy word teach me to expect that all I ask shg.U 
be granted, for I may ask many things amiss ; 
inany things contrary to my internal welfare ; but 
as I trust my life is of consequence to many of my 
fdllow creati^res, I presume to entreat that thou 
w'ouldst be gj-aciously pleased to spare me for ^ 
time. O take me not ^way in the midst of my 
age till I have used my utmost endeavours to teach 
thy waj's to the rising generation, to assert the 
honour of niy Siaviour, and to instruct the young 
and ignorant to know* him as he is, nevertheless 
not my will, but thine be dune; if thou art 
pleased to cut me off, take me, I beseech thee, 
to thyself. O give me an inheritance in thy king- 
dom ! O Lord, I further presume to implore thee 
10 grant me, not only lifj3, but health ; have com- 
passion upon my dear husband, and if it be thy 
good pleasure prolong his life also, and may both 
he and I improve continually in the knowledge and 
practice of they holy will. 

Bless all our dear children, may it b3 thy goo4 
pleasure to spare thom to us to be the comfort of oujr 
latter years. Bestow thy blessing upon her, who ^ 
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about to enter into the boJy estate of matrimony,; 
and give her grace to fulfil the duties of it Ac- 
cept most merciful God, Saviour and Sanctifier, 
adorable Trinky, my humblest thanksgivings for the 
innumerable mendes^ vouchsafed me and mine, 
and give us hearts to aijoy thy goodness^ and to 
communicate happiness to others, to the utmost of 
oar power. Vouchsafe to. take us this night under 
thy protection, and never, O never leave us to our- 
selves or to our spiritual enemies. 

March 1 8. Part of the last week has been spent 
in writing Instructions for the Poor, and of course 
has passed pleasantly; but I form extensive pl^s 
which I sometimes fear I shall not live to execute-** 
God s will be done 1^1 do not find in myself at pre* 
sentthe desire to pray, but I will read to my ser- 
vantSj after wldsh I hope I shall be in a more de« 
¥Out db{H)£atioa of mind ; and can I lay aside my 
pen, and close theVeekly account without so much 
as a thanks^ ving, forbid k gratitude ! 

O merciful Father, can I for a single moment 
ferget the numberless undeserved blessings, which 
i daily receive (mm thy hands ; can I who pretend 
to teacb others to jkao w and serve thee act so incon* 
^teot a part ? 

O Lord, thou knowest my very great infirtmties, 
tK^ of body and mind ; be graciously pleased to 
pardon what? thoii hast seen amiss in mCj lor my 
dear Redeemer's saHe» O Lord, I am a poop 
weak erring mortal ; O s^^ me for my Siaviour'5 
^ake. At this^moment^ blessed Lord, bast thou 
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given me fresh cause for thankfulness by making 
me the humble instrument of good to a distressed 
fellow creature. May thy blessing follow her tq 
the situation to which thy Providence has directed 
her. O Lord, praised and adored be thy holy 
name. Jjovd Jesus, be pleased to accept the hum-* 
ble homage of a heart, most afFeqtionately devoted 
to thee. Lord, thou knowest that I love thee. 
O enable me >vhile I . continue upon earth to feed 
thy lambs, it is ray delight to do it 

April L A.great^part of. this week also hasi 
been spent in writing, and I trust, profitably to 
myself at least. I hope in the event it may prove . 
so to others, though as. yet I have not satisfied my^ 
self; my earnest desire is to compose a course of 
teaching for Charity Schools, by which the child- 
ren may learn in reality, and not by rote the 
principles of the Christian Ri^ligiph, as taught in 
the Scriptures. 

O Lord, I beseech thee, to have compassion ^ 
itpon my dear husband, restore him if it be thy holy 
M?ill to perfect health ; and whether he continue 
in heal|;h or sickness, enable trie to jperform. my 
duty towards him in#^meekness and .patience;' 
vouchsafe to bless us in the house and in^thefieldi 
defend us from all our enemies, iand if it be the 
V^ill of our heavenly Father,* to give us prosperity^ 
may we never forget the bquntiful hand that 
bestows it ; and may we as far aS' our influence 
extends/ dispense blesipngs to others : O may wfi 
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%e foajid worthy^ to be the instrunients of good to 
our fellow creatures. 

And now, O merciful Father, let me offer up 
my praise and thanksgiving for thine infinite mercy 
and loving kindness. I acknowledge that I am an 
unprofitable servant, unwprtby of tbe least of all 
thy mercies, yet do I hope thou wilt accept my 
humbl|3 endeavours to do thy will, for my dear 
Redeemer's sake. Vouchsafe, O liord, for hi^ 
sake to pardon whatsoever I have done anxiss. 
O blessed Jesus, intercede for me thy faithful,^ 
though weak servant ! Lord, thou knowest that I 
love thee, thou knowest the zeal of my soul for 
tiiine honour ! O how it grieves me to hear thy 
God'head denied, thy atonement contemned^ 
Lord, . for my own part I adore, I venerate thee 
as my God and Saviour ; I believe most fervently 
that thy death had the value in^ the sight of G^od 
the Father, to purchase Salvation for a lost face ; 
and I rely on thy merits for that pardon and justi- 
fication, which lam sure I eoiild never obtain for 
myself O blessed^ Lord, keep me thine ever- 
more, unite me to thyself, vouchsafe to dwell in me 
by thy Holy Spirit I yield myself to thy divine 
guidance. O cast out of my mind every thing that 
is offensive to thy purity. Enh'^tipn . niy Un- 
derstanding, strengthen my weak faculties, en- 
able me to help forward the good work I am 
called M> a^si^t in; O suggeet. wh^t I should 
write, what I sboUld^dg, w^t I should say ; drive 
^way all desire of the prajse of men, let me go 
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with no sefttiments io my heart, but those ef true 
piety and charity. O eternal God, Father, Son, 
afnd Holy Ghost, vouchsafe to bless my dear hus- 
band and cbiWren, and reckon us among thy 
chosen pepple. Give thy grace to e?ery indivi- 
dual of this household, that all may perform their 
respective duties in an acceptable manner* Anea ! 
Amen! 

May 9* Fiom want of leisure I have omitted to 
record till now some events wiiach have given me 
real heartfelt pleasure. I went to the Mary-le- 
bone Schools, which afford a happy prospect of 
rescuing many poor children firom vice and pro- 
fligacy. I wa& happy to fmd that the manajjement 
of the schools is in such good hands; I am happy 
also, in so good an> opportunity of making an ex- 
periment of my system of education. 

The week after I was at the Mary4e-bone Schools, 
I went to (See my good friend Mrs. Denward, at 

Hampstead, and there I met Mrs. C , who 

told me thai her sister had bequeathed me a legacy 
of twenty guineas to be laid out in charity, as I 
should think proper, thi0 is a very acceptable be- 
quest, and I will endeavour to relieve the real 
wants of my poop neighbours with it. 

I am very anxious for the abolition of the slave 
trade, because I am confident that the continu- 
ance of it is totally repugnant to Christianity, and 
I am persuaded that a blessing would &11 upon 
the nation for preferin§f>iety and justice, to worldly 

policy. 

6 
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O merdful Fathetr, I bless ahd praise thy glorious 
name io€ thine abundant and undeserved goodness 
to me. O Lord, what hooour dost thou put upon me 
thy poor, thy unworthy servant. How kindly dost 
thou indulge the best desires of my heart! bow 
often dost thou make me the instrument of thy 
good Providence. Lord, not unto me, not unto 
me be the praise, to thee I ascribe it O Lord, J[ 
am truly sensible of my own deficiencies and infir-- 
mities ; I have nothing to glory in but thy goodness 
to me. Blessed Jesus, adorable divine Saviour, 
accept I most humbly beseech thee, the adoration 
of a heart sincerely and earnestly devoted to thee ; 
on thy merits is all my dependanc^ for the pardon 
of my manifold offences; vouchsafe to give me 
the aid of thy Holy Spirit. I know, and feel con- 
tinually, that without divine assistance I am un* 
able to do any thing as I ought to do. O divine 
Spirit descend upon me ! cleanse me from the poU 
lution of my sins, encrease in me every inclination 
to goodness, purify me, sanctify me ! leave me not 
to myself, merciful Jesus ; forsake me not, O God 
of my Salvation ; take not thy Holy Spirit from me; 
hold up my goings in thy paths that my footsteps 
slip not ; grant me thy peace, that best of bles« 



sinirs ! 



May 13. This week I have attended the death 
bed of a poor man, who has had a lingering illness^ 
and to whom I have endeavoured to give what as- 
distance was in my power ;.tit gave me great plea** 
gure to see him meeting death with so much forti- 
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tilde and resignation : surely be must have been 
supported by the inward comforts of the Holy 
Ghosty or he could not have left his wife and chil- 
dren with so much composure. I fek great plea- 
sure when he prayed the Almighty to bless me ; 
surely such prayers will find acceptance. 

O Lord God, I most earnestly beseech thee to 
pardon all my past sins for my Redeemer s sake. 
Take my dear husband and children this night 
under the protection of thy good Providence ; ac 
cept my imperfect services, my weak endeavours 
to promote thy honour upon earth* — -^ — ^ 
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May 22, This day the silent tomb is ctosed 
upon the remains of my dear departed husband. 
On the 15th I was waked from a comfortable 
sleep by the sound of his dying agony. 1 found 
him in a strong fit. In a very short time he ex* 
pired. I am now a deep and sincere mourner for 
his loss. Oh he has been to me the tenderest of 
husbands, and long shall I lament the fatal sepa- 
ration. My thoughts have been successively calm 
and tumultuous.' I have received much inward 
consolation. I trust that though his death was 
sudden, he was not unprq)ared for it I think he 
had been in expectation of a speedy dissolution 
for some time past ; and his life had been a series 
of good and benevolent actions, such as the Gos- 
pel recommends. I am persuaded he performed 
them with singleness of heart, and that he had a 
real zeal for the interests of true religion. I think 
he was merciful and a peace*maker in an eminent 
degree. He was also of a most forgiving temper. 
O he had many virtues ! 

I have the comfort of knowing that I performed 
my duty as a wife to his entire satisfaction. 

I purpose, with divine grace, to pass the re- 
mainder of my life in the practice of piety. I will 
seek to my Saviour, and follow the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Surely then the blessing of God will 
remain with me ! 

• O merciful Father ! who by an awful stroke of 
thy providence hast seen fit to deprive :me of an 



Imdhind^ iiod my dtei* cbildi^ of a pareirt^ etieoA 
thy pky BDd coinpaismn to U8 ; leave us not desti* 
tute, but be lo us a strnng tow«er of defence agsmst 
Ibe vainous evils of thk mortal life ; and ikially, 
receive us into thy heafvaily kingdom^ whither, I 
ti^a^, my ^ear departed iiasband is gone before. 

Lord JesuS) have GompAfision tipoM us. Grant 
us the aid of thy Hdy Spirit* O support us ; 
leave us not conafortless* 

June 3. It is wjoaderfiil to thiak how* I and 
my family have been supported by Divioe good* 
ness under the heavy eaiamity that has befallen us. 
I leel in general calm aiid composed. Sometimes 
I have a paroxysia of grief; but methinks I would 
not bsLve k otherwise. The Almighty surely will 
fiOt take offence at the tribute which nature and 
gratitude demand to the memory of the best and 
tenderest of husbands. O how dearly did lie love 
me ! How often did be impiorig ti^ blessing of 
God upon me ! With wha* }>art}ality did he view 
my actions and my works ! I hope I bcive hot acted 
with ingi*atitude towards him. My mind was 
weaker than his; my bodily infirmities many. I 
endeavoured to accommodate my behavietu' to feis 
wishes. He expressed the utmost satisfaction in 
my conduct Bat, alas ! were be now alive, I 
tibtnk 1 could deserve his love better than for- 
merly. Dear departed spirit, if thou knowest any 
thing of the concerns of this mortal life, thou 
knowest that thy afflicted widow now feels every 
sentiment af tender estieem and gratitude for thy 
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drar memory ; that eht resolves to cherish tliese 
sentiments to the last moneni of her life ; that she 
looks forwat'd with hope l^ond the grave to an 
eternity, in which she may in thy society enjoy 
pleasure and bappin^s withmt end, and tiaat 
she resolve to supply, to the bint of her power^ 
i\\e loss of thee to her dear Ciildreo, by fol- 
lowing thy example, jio preferring their imprest 
to her own. If thou art ignorant of tt^ese resolv^y 
they are, however, known to the Searcher of ah 
hearts, and may he give me strength to fulfil 
them ! 

I have not only lost a dear and trader compa- 
nion, but a judicious and faithful adviser. lean 
DO more refer to him to guide my CQiaduct I must 
be tl>e more circumspect I will endeavour to 
reflect how he would have wished me to act. I 
will fly to my God for divine help. My dear bus- 
4i*nd was superior to me in many reiipects. I will 
emulate hi« example in future. J'-^ver knew any 
one perfom) benevolent actionS^with more alacrity, 
I never knew a more^brgiving temper* He was^ 
also liberal t<yjii€ utmost that his circumstances 
afforded, and professed a firmr trust in the pfovi- 
dence of God. He had a great degree of patience 
on trying occasions, and encountered all the evils^ 
of life with manly and Christian fwtitude. Surely 
such a character must have been an object of dl* 
vine favour. Surely such an one must have ob- 
tained the gracious intercession i)f a benevolent 
Saviouf) in whose aame he was baptized, whoso 
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death he had repeatedly commemorated in UiiT 
Holy Sacrament of the ^rd's Supper. My soul 
is full of this hope. A will indulge it. I wiU 
think that my dear c^^panion is removed from a 
scene of sorrow an/ trouble to a state of rest and 
peace, an^that b^ will finally be adffiitted into the 
regions' of imm^tal bliss, where, I trust, my dear 
dep9**ted children, who died jn their years of inno^ 
cadce, and jncorrupted youth, will ^Iso fiqd ad- 
mittance ; And where I, and thoge who are novy 
my joy and comfort upon earth, will be finailly rer 

ceived. 

O merciful, sind gracjioua Father, mth a heart 
overfloviiig with gratitude, .love, and veneratioii, 
I acknowledge thy unmerited goodness to me, thy 
poor creature, . ia supporting my mind under my 
most afflicting loss. O Lord, I have aburnjantly 
experienced the tryjth of thy divine promise* re- 
corded in Scripture, I hayie called upon thee ia 
the day of*trpuble, and Jboiii heardest lae, I havtj 
knocked, a^d itbou hast opened. I have asked, 
and have received. I have sought, ar^d I have 
founds 1 have besought thee to gra.nt.me the aid 
of thy Holy Spirit, and thou hast graciously 
hearkened to my, humble petitions. .0 Lord,, what 
divine consolation hast thoa poured into my trou- 
bled bosom ! How- bast thou quieted it$ /.painful 
perturbations ! What :s w;Wt refreshiijig repose hast 
tliou given me I Howigood and graciou3 hast thou 
jtteQ^been ^to my de^r children^ Merciful Lord, I 
praipe andibkss tby.gloriaus.nsme for all tl^^good* 

4 



y "n 



liess ! Whit return shall I make ? O God, what 
can a poor weak creature like me do in return for 
unspeakable mercies ! Divine Saviour, to thee do 
I fly. Friend of my soul, assist my weak endea- 
vours. Grant me an interest in thine infinite 
merits. O reckon me as thy member, as a branch 
pruned and purged to bear fruit Lord, thou 
knowest that 1 love thee. Lord, with renewed 
affection and veneration I devote myself to thee. 
I desire to devote myself to thy service ; to endea- 
vour to propagate thy holy religion. Accept, I 
beseech thee, my purposes, and strengthen me to 
fulfil them. O may thy Holy Spirit ever remain 
with me. May I be one with Christ unto my life's 
end. May I be a faithful steward, an approved 
servant. Help me, merciful Saviour, to do the 
will of my Father which is in heaven* Keep me 
stedfast in the right >\'ay. Hold up my goings in 
thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. Let mei 
take up my cross, and follow thee. Let nothing 
in this world induce me to fix my affections too 
powerfully on any thing below. Let me ever press 
forward towards the high prize of my callings which 
is laid up in heaven for me. 

June 7. To-morrow I purpose, if it ptease 
God to spare my life, to go to church. That I 
may go with a composed and prepared mind, and 
receive the holy sacrament to my comfort, I will 
now examine my past conduct to the best of nay 
power, and see what is the present state of m^ 
soufl. 

VOL. I. X 
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O Lord, I earnestly desire to acknowledge and 
confess n)v manifold sins and wickedness, and to 
humble myself before thee. May thy Spirit as^t 
me in calling my offences to renoembrance. 



merciful Fatliery these my sins, with number* 
less others which I am not able to call to mind, 
are ail in thy sight. I am truly grieved to look 
back, and see what errors and miscarriages 1 have 
been guHty of. But I repent, O God, I hope I 
sincerely repent. I am heartily sorry for these 
my misdoings, and turn unto thee with full pur* 
pose and resolution of amendment for the time to 
come. 

1 most humbly beseech thee, O Lord, jvIk) art 
gracious and merciful, long suffering, and of great 
goodness, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
(who died for sinners) to pardon and forgive all 
my sins, whether wilful, or of ^norance, by whicl> 
I have in any way scandalized my Christian prc^ 
jiession. 

O Lord, Holy Father, who alone canst order the 
unruly wills and affections of sinful men, who 
gavest thy Son to die for us, and redeem us from 
all iniquity, pardon and rectify the errors of my 
heart and life, and every sinful practice, that I 
Hiay hereafter serve thee by living a 3ober, godly^ 
and religious life. 

And since I am itot able to do tbiB^ of myself, 
strengthen me, I beseech thee, witlv thy Holy Spi- 
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tit, atld daily increase in me every Christian grac^, 
that I may have victory and triumph against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and finally obtaid 
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, thy Son our 
Lord. Amen. 

To these my prayers be addeQ my humblest 
thanksgiving for thine abundant mercies, particu- 
larly, O Lord, I desire to thank thee for thy great 
goodness in comforting me under the heavy afilic^ 
tion thou hast seen fit to bring upon me, and for 
the many blessings thou hast been; pleased to con- 
tinue to mc. O Lord, praised be thy name for the 
eomfort of good children. O gracious Lord, 
shower down thy choicest blessings upon them. 
Above all, continue to guide them by thy Holy 
Spirit Truly may I say thou art a husband to the 
-widow, and a father to the fatlierless. Thou hast 
soothed my mind, thou hast comforted me beyond 
what any human being could have done. When 
my dear husband strove to calm my mind after 
the loss of my dear Son, his tenderness was but 
the instrument of thine abundant kindness. I 
bavenow no dear partner of my joys and sorrows, 
yet my mind has been calmed, my grief has been 
mitigated. I have found sweet repose, upon mjT 
widowed pillow. I have sensibly experienced the 
comforts of the Holy Qhost. O bow shall I thank 
thee for this 'surprising, this unmerited love, to 
me, thy poor creattire? I will receive the cup of 
Mlyation, and call upon my blessed Rede«m6r^ 
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It hose all-sufficient merits atoned for the sins of 
the whole world. 

I will endeavour to conduct myself in an ex- 
emplary manner in the new state to which thoa 
hast been pleased to call me, that I may be among 
the number of those whom the Scriptures stile 
rvidows indeed. I am desolate, bat I will trust in 
thee; I will cpntinue in supplication and prayer 
night and day ; I will bid adieu to all pleasure 
but that which arises from the practice of virtue 
and piety ; I will be zealous of good works ; I 
will, to the utmost of my power, relieve the afflicted* 
() Lord, I beseech thee, strengthen me to keep 
these resolutions. 

June 13. I went to church, as I purposed,^ on 
Sunday. On entering the church, I felt my spi- 
rits affected by peinfol recollections; but upon 
the whole, my thoughts were collected, so that I 
joined with more fervency than I sometimes do. 
I was much affected when I knelt down at the altar^ 
but received the sacrament with great comfojrt, and 
prayed with fervour- I have since had recourse 
repeatedly to private devotion, and have experi- 
enced great benefit from it. My mind has ever 
siucc Sunday been free from painful and torment- 
ing reflections. Every circumstance of grief seems 
to have a comfort annexed to it. If I think what 
an excellent, what a valuable husband I have lost, 
it instantly occurs to me, that the better he dis- 
enlarged the relative duties, the greater will be \M 
reward^ and the greater tbe:^ blessing for \ji$ saki^ 
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npon his family. If I think how greatly I shall 
miss his counsel and advice, I recollect that I may 
have the guidance of the Holy Spirit if I pray for 
it, and strive to do my duty. If I think of his 
being taken from a family that he doted on, I 
think that he may possibly be enjoying the blessings 
of eternity with othei^ of my dear children, who 
in their life-time were equally dear to him. — • — ^ 
I enjoy every night calm and refreshing sleep. I 
find my health mended. At present, my good re- 
solutions seem strengthened, and I am, on the 
whole, in a surprisingly comfortable state. I hope 
my calmness does not proceed from insensibility, 
from blunted feelings. Were this the case, I 
should not think of the dear deceased with sueh 
tenderness as I do. I am certam that it is not 
owing to the strength of my reasoning powers : for 
alas ! they are very weak indeed. I tbinklhe in- 
ward consolations I experience are the fruits of 
the Holy Spirit; and as such I rejoice in them. 
I feel inexpressible gratitude and love to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, for these inestimable 
blessings. O may the sense of these mercies re- 
main indelibly impressed upon my heart ! And 
may I shew it by a life of obedience to the will of 
God, Nor are spiritual blessings the only ones 
that are granted me ; though one, and that a most 
Important one, is removed from me ; though my 
principal earthly support is goi^e, I have number^ 
^Q jparthly blessings left 
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Every one of my children contributes a share 
towards my comfort, and no circumstance of their 
ponduct gives me $uch beartrfelt satisfdction, a$ 
$heir pious resignation to the Divine will. O may 
they ever persist, and be upheld by heaven in 
every good purpose ! 

June 18. The greatest part of last w.eek I was 

very comfortable i^nd calm, but yesterday my urn? 

(easiness retui jied with great force, and continued 

its powef over my mjad all day, though 1 went 

twice to church. I ^m grieved to rpcoUect that I 

was very absent from the service; my thoughts 

were employed on my dear deceased husband, 

(Bven in jthe house of God. I was attentive, indeed, 

fo the afternoon sermon, but the circumstance which 

fixed my attention was its being on the subject of 

peace-making** I apprehend Mr. P — — selected 

it for my comfort, and it was well calculated to 

jinswer the end. It did answer the end while I 

was hearing it, but afterwards my thoughts fell 

into the same melancholy train. I sat dqwn in thf 

evening with all my children around me, all iq 

deep niourning for that dear fj9.ther, who used tp 

^ee them with unspeakable delight, whp love4 

them with the highest affection. I could not enjoy 

^he sight of (therp, because I h^d pot him to pafr 

* Mr. Trimmer was particularly remarkable for this yixr 
tue ; eyep the last evening of his life was marked \>y the per« 
JTormance of it ; ^ he was engaged, till he retired to rest, iif 
^ri^ing letters to compose some diffe|fence8 between partiesi 
who were at variance. 
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take of it. O how often have oar hearts felt mu- 
tual exultation at seeing the olive branches round 
about our table ! But I must not give way to sad 
reflections* If the pai'ent plant is cut down, it i^, 
I trust, but to renew its verdure; it will spring 
again, I humbly hope, to never-ending life, to per- 
petual verdure in the paradise of God 1 

I do not feel myself in so comfortable a state of 
mind as during the last week. My spirits are very 
iow. Why art thou so heavy, O my soul, and 
why art thou so disquieted within me ? O put thy 
trust in God, for he will give thee strength ; he 
will deliver thee out of all thy trouble. Consider 
that no evil has yet befallen thee, but what is com- 
mon to tlie human race ; that these light afflictions, 
which certainly are but for a moment, will contri- 
bute, if it be not thine own fault, through the me- 
rits of thy Redeemer, to procure thee an exceeding 
great reward — no less than an eternity of happi- 
ness. Cease then, cease, O my soul, thy pas^ 
aionate complainings, thy useless lamentations, and 
fiubn^it with patient resignation to the dispensa- 
jtions of God. O merciful Lord, it is my earnest 
desire to do so. The spirit, I hope, is willing, but 
the flesh is weak. Blessed Jesus, compassionate 
Saviour, to thee I fly. O Lord, hear me ; cast me 
not off*; hearken to my humble petition. O come 
to my aid, and with great might succour me. Save 
me froni my spiritual enemies. Send thy Holy 
Spirit to strengthen and sustain me. O I^rd, 
hear i^e^ and let my cry come unto thee. Send 

3 
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me help from thy holy place, and evermore mightily 
defend me. I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, 
I have offended against my heavenly Father, 
May thy all-powerful intercession reconcile me to 
my offended God. O liOrd, when I do my best, 
I must depend for salvation on thy merits, on thy 
atoninc; sacrifice. Oceans of tears would not wash 
away my slightest offence, I can perform no real 
service to deserve reward. On thee I rdy. 1 
jesolve to strive to bear my affliction better than I 
have done these two last days ; but what are my 
resolves without divine aid ? Alas ! nothing ; a 
vapour which vanisheth like smoke. O Lord, thou 
knowest what my bodily and mental infirmities are 
at the present moment. I would not deceive my- 
self, but surely I may plead them as some extenu- 
ation. I will not plead any thing. I cast myself 
pn the mercy of God, confessing myself an unprofit- 
able sinner, and imploring pardon and pity for the 
^akc of JiBsus Christ ajone ; that djyine Saviour, 
whom I wish to honour with all the powers of my 
soul, and to follow in the ways of holy living to 
the end of my life. O bles§ed Saviour, comfort 
the soul of thy servant. Help me to do the will 
of my Father, which is in heaven. 

June 21. The help I sought was graciously 
granted me. Whoever criied unto the Lord, and 
was disappointed, when he prayed in conformity 
to the Divine will ? When did th^ Ahiiighty fail tp 
fulfil his gracious promises ? O my soul, make thy 
humble acknowledgements for his goodness to fhef , 
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Bear thy willing, thy joyful, thy thankful testimony, 
that God is true and faithful. To such a degree 
have I enjoyed peace and tranquillity the last two 
days and nights, that 1 have at times been tempted 
tQ impute them to want of feeling ; but I hope and 
trust I am not presumptuous in attributing them 
to the power and goodness of God. Whenever I 
give way to thinking of my dear husband, without 
first imploring the support of the Almighty, I find 
my mind exquisitely susceptible of painful emo- 
tions. Whenever I find myself in an agitation of 
spirits, ready to repine at my loss, if I pray for the 
aid of the Holy Spirit, a sweet serenity takes pos- 
session of my soul, and every grief subsides. 
When I think of my unworthiness, I am astonished 
at these happy fruits of earnest supplication ; but 
when I think of the infinite mercy of God, my 
wonder ceases. Yet let me remember that not 
foF any merit of my own are these divine aids 
afforded me: they are the gift of God for Jesus 
Christ's sake. To him be glory for ever and ever, 

Amen. 

June 23. I have experienced much peace an4 
serenity since last I recorded the mercies of my 
jGod ; and I trust I am fully resigned to his dispen- 
sations in the afHiction he has seen fit to bring upon 
me, a9 far as my own interest is concerned ; but 
when I think how sudden the summons was to my 
jdear husband, I have a multitude of painful 
|;houghts on his account I cannot help thinking, 
Jh^t h§Ld a longer time been granted him, he might 
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bavc prepared himself better for bis eternal state^ 
than in the multiplicity of busine&s he had the op^ 
portunity of doing. That / am the better as yet 
for the affliction which has fallen upon me, I am 
fully sensible. It has certainly drawn me nearer 
to my God and Saviour; ithaselevated my thoughts 
above sublunary things, and fixed them upon the 
world to come ; but I cannot help wishing tlfat the 
dear partner of all my joys and sorrows had had 
more" time allowed hitn on earth. Yet why should 
I wish so? Will not the Judge of all the universe 
do right by all his creatures ? — • — — — . 



O let me think, that my dear husband was 
taken away to save him from pain and sorrow, and 
give him the reward of righteousness ; and to spare 
me, and my dear family, the affliction of seeing 
him endure tormenting pains, which we could not 
relieve. Surely a life of virtues like his must have 
been acceptable. He abhorred all manner of 
wickedness; he was true and just in all his deal-* 
ings ; he loved liis neighbour as himself; he prac- 
tised universal benevolence ; he was a friend to the 
fatherless and widow ; he turned not his ear fronj 
the poor and destitute ; he was a peace-maker ; he 
was merciful ; he forgave his greatest enemies, and 
returned good for evil ; he feared and worshipped 
God; he believed in our Lord Jesus Christ; he kept 
himself unspotted from the world; he was chaste and 
sober to a remarkable degree. Surely then he mus{ 



have found acceptance ; and were I to thmk other* 
wise, I should dishonour the Redeemer by not de- 
pending sufficiently on his merits and all-powerful in- 
tercession. Dear and adorable Saviour, O pardoa 
thy servant in this thing. Pardon the widmv of ^ 
most affectionate husband, a fault arising from ten- 
der regard for the happiness of a soul, so tenderly 
attadied to her. O Lord, I do not grieve, 1 think 
I do not, for my own loss ; the suddenness of the 
stroke was, I am convinced, a mercy to me. I 
should. have suffered more had I seen my dear 
husband linger in painful agonies ; a tender part** 
ing, such as our's would have been, had he been 
sensible of approaching death, would have made 
impressions never to be eradicated* Since all was 
merciful to me, ought I not think it so to himf 
O gracious God, pardon my weakrfess, and 
strengthen ray mind. When I have prayed thee 
to give me inward consolation, it has hitherto 
been granted : continue it to me, I most humbly 
beseech thee. I will endeavour to prepare myself 
for my lx)rd's coming, that I may meet him wi^th 
joy. O that I may find my dear laisband and da- 
parted children among the number of the bl^essed ! 



X will trust in the Lord, and do good, verily 
Jjelieving that he will order all events for the good 
pi xne and mine. Who ^an harm us, if we be fol- 
lowers of that which is good ? I will delight in the 
J^ord, and he will give me my heart's dcisire. It 
|ha||[ bt^ m^ endeavour to bring all my desires inta 
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obedience to his most holy will. I will commit 
my ways unto the Lord, and he will bring to pass 
that which is best for me. I will rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for him. 

If I follow the steps of good men, the Lord will 
order my goings ; he will be pleased with my 
ways ; though I fall, I shall not utterly be cast 
down, for the Lord will uphold me with his hand, 
I trust he will not forsake the seed of my dear 
husband, who was ever merciful, and ready lo give 
and lend. I trust my dear husband, myself, and 
children, are among the redeemed and sanctified, 
the members of Christ, the children of God, whon^ 
he will never forsake, but will preserve for ever^- 
more. As for me, the law of my God I will en- 
graft on my heart, then my footsteps will not 
slide. — — — — — — — I will 

wait on the Lord, and keep his ways ; the Lord 
is my salvation ; he is my strength in time of trou* 
ble ; he will help and deliver me and mine, be* 
cause we trust in him. ^ — ,-^ ,-^ «— ,_ 

June 24. The tranquillity which I so earnestly 
solicited yesterday ha$ been most graciously 
afforded me. As I walked in the garden after** 
wards, I imagiped to myself hpw it would be with 
my dear husband at the resurrection of the dead ; 
what testimony would be borne to his conduct upon 
earth, should the heavenly Judge call those to wit- 
ness with whom he had transactions in this stat§ 
of probatign. Should his parents be called upoq^ 
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they would doubtless say he had been a dutiful and 
affectionate son; his brother and sisters could 
speak of his affection towards them ; and what 
would l)e my testimony as a wife ? such as would 
proclaim him the best of husbands. Twelve be- 
loved children would stand forth to acknowledge 
his constant attention to parental duties ; his ser- 
vants and M'orkmen would bear witness to him as 
a just, indulgent, and compassionate master ; the 
poor would appear in a great number, to tfestify 
that he had fed the hungry, clothed the naked, 
taken in the stranger, visited the sick, compas- 
sionated the prisoner ; as a member of society, he 
discharged every public and private office with 
diligence and attention, to the interests of each 
respective individual ; he was a very loyal sub- 
ject ; he honoured the clergy ; he set a striking 
example of decency, sobriety, and temperance; 
he was a zealous and faithful friend to many ; he 
had a zeal for the advancement of true religion ; 
he never countenanced those who derided it.— 
If such was his conduct, and such I am persuaded 
it was, not with a view to gain the applause and 
esteem of men, but from a wish to discharge his 
duty as a christian, have I not reason to hope 
and believe, that he will be among the number of 
those to whom our blessed Lord, when he comes 
to judge the world, will say — " Come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world-" Sins of 
infirmity, to which all mankind are unhappily 
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subject^ be comHiitted without doubt. He could 
not be perfect, so as to stand in no need of a Re* 
deemer ; he wanted the atcmement and the inter- 
cession of a Mediator ; and these, I trust, he has 
found. The blessed, the all-merciful Jesus, would 
not reject one who wrought so many of. the works 
which he promised to reward. Let me then hence- 
forth contemplate my dear departed husband as a 
happy spirit, released from a state of trouble and 
anxiety, and rejoicing among the redeemed of the 
Lord ; and let -my care be directed to the security 
df my own salvation, and promoting that of others 
to the utmost of my power. 

I hope and trust I shall not be under the neces* 
sity of leaving my present habitation. Every place 
ought to be the same to me in respect to myself. 
This earth is not my abiding place. I seek one in 
the heavenly mansions ; but I wish to contribute, 
as long as my life and faculties last, to the instruc- 
tion of the poor children of this town. I wish to 
promote the worship of God among the poor inha- 
bitants. I wish to disperse such bounties as are 
entrusted to me in this neighbourhood. Here I 
have passed my happiest days ; here I have lived 
twenty-nine years with a kind husband ; here I 
have brought up a family of good children ; here 
I have been blessed with prosperity ; here I have 
found much respect and kindness from many peo- 
ple ; here I have had good religious instruction ; 
in short, I have had so many blessings here, thai 
I tm attached to the spot; and I humbly trust that 
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the Almighty will maiatain my lot, and that he 
will not suffer my foot to be moved. 

June 30. In the course of the present week I 
have been variously affected ; notwithstanding my 
former resolutions, I have sometimes been very 
desponding ; at other times I have enjoyed much 
peace and serenity : at this moment I feel great 
dejection of spirits. I feel most sensibly the loss 
of my dear companion ; and if I have not abso- 
lutely repined, I have been at the point of doing 
so. O it is a most sad loss ! I think I can never 
cease to deplore it; and yet how much worse it 
would have been, if it had happened earlier in life, 
when I had a young helpless family. Some of my 
dear children are, I trust, safe on the heavenly 
shores ; the waves and tempests of this trouble* 
some world can never reach them : those that are 
left behind, I humbly trust, are fortified to en* 
counter the difficulties of humanity; they have, it 
is true^ lost the best of their earthly parents, but 
they have a heavenly Father, \f ho will ever protect 
and succour them by his Almighty power, while 
they continue in the paths of duty. 

July 16. It is so long since I could find leisure 
to write my Journal, that I am sure I cannot recol- 
lect much of what I wish to recprd. In respect 
to my affliction for the loss of my dear husband^ 
I think it upon the whole abated ; but sometimes 
it returns upon my mind with full force. Last 
Sunday, in the evening, I was particularly agitated 
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I felt the want of his judgment in a momentoQS 
concern. — — — — — — • — — 

1 have sent my Charity School Spelling-book to 
the Mary-le-bone school. How happy will it make 
me, can I but bring about oi* contribute to the 
amendment of the mode of education in charity- 
schools ! I will use my best endeavours, and then 
without anxiety leave the event to God. I cannot 
help wishing to live to finish the plans I have in 
hand for the instruction of the young and ignorant. 
But who is it that does not find some pretence for 
desiring life to be prolonged? As for the world 
itself, I can truly say, I have no pleasure in it but 
what arises from that delight and admiration which 
I feel in viewing the works of God, conversing with 
my family and friends, and in doing the little good 
in my power. The pleasure of contemplating the 
beauties and wonders of the creation, w^ill doubt- 
less be encreased in a future state. In heaven I 
hope to enjoy the society not only of my dear hus- 
band and children, who are gone before me, and 
at length of those whom I may leave behind, but 
of angels also, and to be admitted to the presence 
of my God and Saviour. In our best enjoyments 
here, even in the practice of piety and charity,, 
there is now much difiiculty and vexation. One's 
own heart is so beset with infirmities, that^ur very 
prayers and praises are very imperfect, and bene- 
volence meets with so many checks from the ingra- 
titwde of some, and tlje blindness of others to tbeij? 
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best interests, that its pleasures are greatly abated. 
As for the things which in the world go under the 
denomination of pleasures, I can truly say they 
have no charms for me ; they have long been in- 
different, but since I lost my dear constant faith- 
ful companion I feel an aversion to them. 

In the present world the dearest of all objects 
are my beloved children, and them I shall con- 
tinue to love as long as I live ; nay, I think as 
long as I have any being ; for my affection for 
tliem seems to be a part of my nature. ^My soul 
would not be itself, I think without it : yet I trust, 
I can leave them behind me without repining if 
it should be the will of the Almighty to summon 
me away. I trust, I can submit to part with them 
if it should be his wiH to take them from me. Of 
this I am confident that God will order all things 
for the best ; should I die shortly, as I sometimes 
think I shall, I have the happiness to know I leave a 
family of Christians behind me ; they will, 1 doubt 
not, continue steadfast in the practice of piety ; and 
who can harm them, if they be followers of that 
which is good ! Should any of them be snatched 
away, I trust it would only be to place them in a 
happier state. Three times have I been graciously 
supported under the affliction of losing a child ; and 
the same Almighty power would again sustain me ; 
can I fear any evil when I am thus enabled to bear 
the loss of a most kind and valuable husband ? 

I find my constitution very weak, however I apa 
not anxious concerning the event; only whether I 

VOL. 1. Y 
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lire or die, may I cpntinue wder the favour of tte 
X^ord ; and that, bis grac^ s^isting me, shall be 
n)y earnest endeavour. 

Merciful and everlaatiog God, I most humbly 
beseech tbee to keep me and mine Ibis day, and tQ 
f])e end of our Jives, under the protection of thy 
good Providence, and theguidanceof thy holy Spirit 
Loni Jesus, vouchsafe to be with me and mine ; 
Jcave us not to ourselves. O Lord, I know and 
fcel my own weakness more and naore every day of 
my life. I desire to cleanse my heart of all ito 
corrufM; affections, and to fix it sleadily upon hea- 
venly things ; in heaven ^r^ my b^t treasures. 

Praises a thousand times repeated n^ould noti be^ 
sugicient for the mercies of the last few days. O 
Lord, thou seest my infirmity ; I ca» no longer 
continue at this tinie my prayers and meditations ; 
weariness overcomes my spirits ; O may thy all- 
powerful intercession plead in my^ behalf; may 
thine infinite merits supply niy defitcbncies ; I will) 
go forth in^iby {btrength, wd: do my duty if tliou 
will vouchsafe me aid ; lyKboutJiiat I can do no- 
thing. O Lprd, I beseech thee to guide me by 
tiiy spirit in my household, in. my transactions of. 
business and charity^ in my temponal and spiritual, 
^qnqerns. Lord Jesus, bear me^ turn nob asvay. 
thine ear from my bumble petkions; help ti)ine> 
handmaid, thy devoted servant^ thy willix^ disci*^ 
pie. Amen ! Amen ! 

JulySiSr It is a long while. siaefi> I b»vetaka& 
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leeoaiif of mv time, and of the m^^es b^towdd 
upon me; I am subject to many interruptions, 
and have much to occapy^e. 1 now sit down to 
idduige a few tender thou^ts of my dear departed 
husband. O how powerfully does the recollection 
ef hb kindness piiesent itself to me ! how sensibly 
do I feel the value of tibe treasure I lost in him f 
I hope I may without ofibnce to Heaven pay th6i 
poor tribute of a few sighs and tears to the me- 
iHory of one who patiently indured innumerable 
eares, anxious solicitudes) and various fatigues' fott 



Eor my dear hu^i>and I caii do no more ; my 
iltmost tenderness can novr avail hitn nothing. 
Bbt he has left behind him those dectt' pledges o^ 
his love^ wha were evef dearir t6 him than himself y 
tb them let- me suppose my debt transferred'; lef 
Hae pay to them what I am conscious I o\ve to theii' 
deal* father ; let me> if posinble, redouble my Icihd'' 
ifess to them^ 

O Lord, thou knowest that my heart at this in* 
stant is fully sensible of thy great goodness iil allots 
iktig me such a husbatid as I had* Praised and 
afdored' be thy great name, O Lord; for the long 
ei^oyiDent of this blessing. O Lord, to the end 
off my life, I wish to be sensible of it, and as' 
ftou hasft seen fit to dcfprive me of my dear com-* 
panton, I wishto be resigned to thy wilL 

Lord, I beseech thee to guide and direct me in 
the management of the- schools ; suggest t6 vAti X" 

T « 
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beg, what I ought to do in my difficult shuatioa 
and keep me back from those measures whereby 
I may injure them. O incline my heart in this 
matter to act from the best motives ; let no resent- 
ful thought influence me ; I earnestly desire to do 
what is right, and am content to sustain the loss 
that threatens me, if thou seest fit it should be so. 
No difficulties within the compass of my abilities 
shall dishearten me. 

Lord, thou hast put a great hcmour upon me 
in suffisring me to be an instrument to a good 
work, which is now carried on, and which 
promises benefit to thousands : O may I be able 
to execute the task I have undertaken, so as to 
promote the honour and glory of my Saviour and 
Redeemer upon earth. O Lord, spare me a little 
that I may recover my strength before I go hence, 
and be no more seen ! O take me not away in the 
midst of my age ; forsake me not when my strength 
feileth me, until I have shewed thy power unto 
this generation, and thy goodness to that which is 
yet for to come ! 

Aug. 3. — — — — _ — _ — • 
— — I am in very great perplexity still 
about the schools. We have already sustained a 
very great loss by them, and I fear there is a dan- 
ger of losing still more. However, trusting in the. 
goodness of God, that my own family will not be 
injured by it, I will cheerfully venture, all that I, 
am able, I will do for the benefit of these poor child- 
ren, who are very dear to me. Under the Provi- 
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dfence of God I will not fear to encounter dif- 
ficulties. 

Merciful and gracious Father, vouchsafe to 
bless my humble endeavours to keep up this in- 
stitution, which we have laboured to establish ! 
Blessed and adorable Saviour, vouchsafe to as- 
sist me in keeping together this' little flock, which 
it is my delight for tliy sake as well as their's to 
feed with spiritual food ; to train in the way of 
truth and righteousness. I earnestly desire to act 
with propriety, to consider the welfare of the chil- 
dren only. O Lord, set a watch before my lips, 
and keep the door of my mouth ; hold up my 
goings in thy paths that my footsteps slip not. 

O Lord, how manifold are thy mercies to me 
thy unworthy servant ! How numberless are the 
blessings which at this time I possess. With a 
thankful heart I desire to offer thee my praises 
for thine abundant, thine unmerited goodness. 
Gracious Father, how wonderfully hast thou sup- 
ported me and my dear children under one of the ' 
greatest afflictions, that could possibly befal us ! 
What peace dost thou accord ta us in this time of 
affliction ! Lord, from whence, but from thy mercy 
could we derive consolation for the loss of a hus- 
band so kind; a parent so tender? Most truly 
hast thou proved thyself to us, the husband of the 
widow, the father of the fatherless. O may we by 
our lives and actions prove ourselves sensible of 
these thy favours. O Lord^ assisted as I hope to 
l>e by tby Spirit, I will endeavour henceforth to 
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to thy service ; I desire above all things to he fa^ 
struipental in propagating the religion of my 
blessed and beloved Redeemer ; and in asserting 
bis honour, in this adulterous and sinful genera-^ 
tion. Lord Jesus, when I hear thy divinity dis-* 
puted, I feel more dbpleasure than I should do 
frotn the greatest reproaches that could be cast 
upon me ; I think I do, but I am not put to the 
trial. Yet thou kaowest the sentiments of my 
heart, and I trust in these matters they are ac- 
ceptable to thee. O Lord, I am truly sensible of 
my own unworthiness, and of the dignity of thy 
character ; on thine infinite merits alone I depend 
for salvation, and through those mqrits I trust my 
dear departed husband has fpiind ^cceptanc^ viith 
the Father of mercies. 

O Lord, I cannot at this time meditate or pray 
as I tvish to do ; my mind is filled with thoughts 
on various subjects. I cannot fix it to the point I 
wish, I must borrow the words of holy David to 
express my praises ; I extol thee, O God, my hea- 
venly Father, my Redeemer, my Sanctifier ; I will 
hless thy name for ever and ever. Great art 
thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised ; and thy 
greatness is unsearchable; one generation shall 
praise thy works unto another ; and shall declare 
thy mighty acts ; I will speak of the glorious ho<* 
pour of thy Majesty, of thy Salvation, of thy ten- 
(der mercy, and of all thy wondrous works ; graci<« 
OUg art thou, O Lord, wd foU of comp«gsjpa f 
3 
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dow to anger and of great mercy ; daou art goodi 
to all, and thy mercy is over all thy works ; all ihy 
works shall praise thee, O Lord ; and thy re- 
deemed shall bless thee. They shall speak of the 
glory of thine eternal kingdom, and tell of thy 
power and goodness. Thy kingdom is an evei^* 
lasting kingdom, and thy dominion enduretit 
tiiroughout all ages. O Lord, thou upholdest ail 
that fall, thou hast vouchsafed to uphold me, thine 
unworthy servant ; thou bast raised me up when 
sorrow bowed down my soul to the very dust. 
The eyes of all wait upon thee, O Lord, and thou 
givest them their meat in due season ; on thee 
we all depend for every thing w« possess, even for 
life itself. Thou openest thine hand, and satisfiest 
the wants of every creature. O Lord, thou art 
righteous in all thy ways, and holy in all thy vi orks. 
Thoa art nigh unto all them that call upon thee. 
O Lord, T have called upon thee in the time of 
trouble ; and thou hast graciously fulfilled the de- 
sire of my heart : thou hast heard my cry ; and 
hast saved me from the bitterness of sorrow.' 
Continue, I beseech thee, to preserve me ; for I 
love thee, O Lord, my God. My mouth shall 
speak the praise of the Lord ; and let all flesh bless 
bis holy name for ever and ever! 
- Aug. 19. On Sunday last I received the Sa* 
crament of the Lord's Supper, which always re- 
freshes and invigorates my mind. I have, during 
the whole week, been greatly occupied with the 
$choolS| and my thoughts have been very much 
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employed upon tVie^ approaching marriage of my 
dear daughter. This event, which took place yes- 
terday morning, was earnestly desired by my dear 
departed husband: he looked forward to it with 
particular delight- Ah little did he or I think that 
his days would come to a period before it was ac- 
complished ! In concluding this business, I felt 
the loss of my companion, my guide, the head of 
the family, who knew so well how to.direct all its 
niotions. I liave suffered agonies of mind inex- 
pressible on this trying occasion. I hope and trust 
the Almighty has not been offended by them. I 
wish to rejoice in his goodness, but how can 1 re- 
joice without my dear husband ? I feel inclined 
to bid a final adieu to all that bears the name of 
earthly joys ; but I will rejoice in the Lord and be 
thankful. 

O merciful Lord, vouchsafe to send thy hea- 
venly benediction on my dear child and her hus- 
band. May the state of wedlock prove a state of 
felicity to them. May. they live together many 
years, serving thee ; and, if it be thy good plea- 
sure, raising a family to serve thee here, and enjoy 
heaven hereafter. O Lord, the first desires of my 
heart are to serve thee faithfully myself, and to see 
my family do the same. In the weakness and in- 
firmity of my nature, I grieve for lost blessings. 
It appears to me like a duty to grieve for the loss 
of a most kind and tender husband. O merciful 
God, if I offend thee by so doing, vouchsafe to 
p.ardon roe, for Jesus Christ's sake. O diviae Sa- 
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▼lour, have compassion upon me. Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee. I trust and hope that 
divine love prevails over every earthly afFectio?. 
I think I would foreake all and give up all, rather 
than be separated from thee, my blessed^ mj 
adored, my beloved Saviour. 

O Lord, raise my mind to heavenly things. O 
let it not dwell on the trifles of this vain world. 
I think my heart is weaned from its delusive va- 
nities ; the beauties of creation 1 view with ia« 
creased admiration. I feel a delight in exsimining 
the works of nature ; the pomps of life have do 
charms with me in comparison with thee. O.Lord, 
have mercy upon me ; unite me to thyself: may 
I be a branch of thee : may I bear the fruits of 

true faith and good works. Forsake me not, O 
divine Saviour. 

Aug. 26. I have had a very comfortable week, 
a remission of grief, a cheerfulness which I did 
not think possible for me to feel so soon after my 
most afflicting loss. My time has been filled up— 
I hope, upon the whole, usefully filled up. 

•^■M^ m ^-^F^m am^mmm imbb^ ■bvbm. M^saa mhim^ •■Mai^ a^^t^t 

This day twelvemonth I was w^eeping over a 
dying child. I was suffering one of the greatest 
sorrows that humanity is subject to. O may I 
©ever more experience such bitterness ojf heart ! 
Yet God's will, not mine, be done ! He sustained 
my mind at that time with holy consolations. He 
has supported me under a still greater calamity. 
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I sumve and am ti'anquU under the loss of one 
of the best of husbands ! Let me not then fear 
any evil that may hereafter beial me. O Lord, 
in gratitude to thee for the blessing of good chiU 
dren, I will labour to instruct the children of the 
poor. May thy grace attend my endeavours, and 
give efficacy to them- 

^ug. 28. Six in the morning. This is the first 
anniversary of that day on which my dear son 
John was taken from this world. At this hour of 
the S8th of August last year, as near as I can re* 
collect, I was told by my friend, Mrs. B« ■ , that 
'^ alt txias overJ"^ O what a stroke was tliis to an 
affectionate parent ! Yet praised and adored be 
the God of all consolation, it was mitigated by his 
mercy. I was able to say before my child ex- 
pired, and afterwards, thy will, O God, be done 1 
Most largely did be shed his heavenly consolations 
upotn me. I suffered inexpressibly, to be sure, but 
my sufferings were not those of a poor mortal 
driven to the depths of woe, immerged in the ut- 
most bitterness of giief, for the Lord sustained me 
and vouchsafed me an inward sense of bis fatherly 
lov€, while under his chastening hand. I was en* 
duf d with patience, and enabled to rejoice in the 
goodness of the Lord, and to be thankful in the 
midst of my sorrow. The being at a distance 
fram my dear husband, and the greater part of my 
children, was a distressing circumstance. I dread* 
ed to. meet the afflicted father : the interview was 
less mournful than I expected : I found him re* 
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sigiied ; we mingled our xedn together ; but the]r 
v^ere the tears of resignation. In his dear bosom^. 
and from the expressions of his tenderness and 
love, I found the best consolation next to that of 
the Holy Spirit Then I felt with renewed force 
conjugal affection in my own heart I felt the 
utmost tenderness for the dear partner of my grief. 
Little did I think he would so soon be parted 
from me. 

My heart yearns after my late dear companion, 
Mv soul still claims alliance with his. We were 
not bound together by the bands of sensuality z 
our^s was a pure and virtuous affection ; an unioD 
of hearts : and though in heaven there is no marry* 
ing, or giving in marriage, surely those who were 
so united upon eartl), will enjoy a tender inter* 
course in a future state, if they endeavour to gain 
a place in the mansions of bliss. I hope and trust 
that my dear husband, having lived a life of exem* 
plary piety and virtue, will find acceptance through 
the intercession of a divine Redeemer. I think 
there can be no doubt, but that my three dear 
children, who are removed from this world, will 
be received by their Saviour. Those who are 
now upon earth, I persuade nyself, are under 
the gracious protection of the Almighty, who, 
whether they live or die, will provide for them 
among his children ; and, as for myself, though 
through my manifold infirmities, my services 
«re very imperfect, I trust I have n true lave for 
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my Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. An earn- 
est desire to be the instrument of bis Providence, 
]Q doing good to my fellow-creatures in every way 
in my power, particularly in spreading tbe know- 
ledge of the Gospel of Salvation among the young 
and ignorant. 

O merciful Father, thou hast seen fit to call me 
to endure great trials, I will not call them severe 
ones, for thou hast so tempered chastisement with 
mercy as to make me sensible of thy love, while I 
fdt thy power. Lord, I am sensible that what- 
ever is done by thee, is right and good. I humbly 
resign myself to all thy dispensations ; those which 
are past and those which are to come. The 
Judge of all the earth will certainly do right : a 
God of infinite goodness will not afflict his crea- 
tures, but for their good. It must be their own 
fault, if they are not the better for every evil h« 
suffers to befall them. Those to which thou hast 
exposed me, have contributed to wean my affec- 
tions from this vain world. Its joys I willingly 
relinquish. I look for happiness in a better state* 
While I am suffered to live here, give me grace 
and opportunity to do good, that I may obtain the 
reward of faithful service ! When my Loi'd comes, 
may I be found ready to attend him with my loius 
girded, and my lamp lighted : then shall I rejoice 
to hear the Bridegroom's voice. Amen! Amen! 
, I intended to devote this day entirely to acts of ^ 
humiliation, but I do not think it necessary to do 
so at this time. My mind is very humble : my 
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body is weak ; I have powerful calls to active d^ 
ties : the Schools require particular and vigilant 
attention. I shall serve God more acceptably by 
attending to such things, than in reviving tiiose 
sorrows which he has graciously moderated; io 
opening those wounds, which his hand has nearly 
closed. If I am reconciled to the loss of my dear 
son, why should I call back my grief, because the 
anniversary of his death is returned. Let me ra^ 
ther consider it as his birth*day to a better state 
of existence, and rejoice that he is delivered from 
a weak mortal body^ and become an heir to im- 
mortality and endless felicity. Lord, I thank thee 
most heartily for having made me instrumental to 
the happiness, which I trust my three dear chil- 
dren will enjoy with thee for ever. I was theif 
mother; I was their instructor! 

Sept 12. Since I last took a retrospect of my 
heart and actions, I have enjoyed much peace and 
•erenity of mind, I may even say cheerfulness* I 
have been fully, and I trust, upon the whole, use- 
fully employed. I feel no desire to mix farther in 
the world than I have occasion to do in my own 
family, or in visiting the poor, the schools, and a 
few very particular friends. 

This day my cheerfulness has forsaken me; I 
felt myself low-spirited in the morning, and have 
made myself worse by opening a parcel composed 
of letters, written by my father, mother, brother^ 
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and husband. They caUed* to nty panembraoctf 
tiie blessings I have lost^ particulady that of a most 
dcftr and tender husband, the £aither of my beloved 
children. Now the locig.evenifigs come on, I miss 
kim sadly ; I know not how to bear the parloiMr.; 
Wheal go into ity ia»t;ead' of meeting liis dear ey es^ 
which usuially beamed tenderness and love, I sea 
his vacant chair. The place seems a solitude, axA 
I a forlorn creature. I no longer hear his- che^^ 
kig voice animating me to pursue my labours by 
his praises and commendaticns; I no longer see 
him embracing his children. Alas ! what etqoy^ 
ments am* I deprived of. Bu^ Q my heart, had 
I these enjoyments without alloy: — Ah^ no i ma&yy 
a care did we share together; many an anxiBty did 
I suffer for him^: I will not torment myseif wst& 
unavailing regrets. Lord, tO' thy blessed spirit 
will I humbly resign my soul. O pity its* weak* 
nesses!' pardon its ofifences; Grant mer fresh 
supplies of thy Holy Spirit: enable* mei to bean 
with patience all the calamities of life. Teach ma 
to rejpice in thy goodness^; tb^be thankful ibrthd 
honour thou dost confer upon mc, in niakingme 
the. instrument of thy Provideilce ;: in giving mtf 
an opportunity of performing' those actions, which^ 
my Redeemer has promised to. reward. O* vouch^ 
safe to accept my humUe services, and bless them 
with success* 

Oct 11. I do not recollect &at I have had Iti-^ 
sure to sit down to write my mental memorial^ 
since the last dateof it On Sunday my time ha» 



SS5 

heen fully' occupied from jnomii^ to nigfit iv>itb al-^ 
tending the Schools^ going twice to Church, and 
instructing my servants ia the evening. On other 
days, I have been so employed ^th my writings, 
and necessary avocations, that I have scarcely 
bad a leisure hour. I am> not at this instant coQf^ 
scious of having waated any time : I think I bave^ 
not ; but God knows ; and may be vouchsafe t^ 
pardon my omissions and my forgetfulness. Hav- 
ing had so much to do, I have enjoyed great peace 
and tranquillity : not that I cease to think oi my^ 
dear husband, or to grieve for him. Hia dear 
ihiage presents itself to my mmd at every intervals 
a& soon as I quit my pen, a train of recollections^ 
follow each other : I feel my loss^ and I cannot but 
deplore it. 

My health is^ upott the whole, tolerably good ; 
but I have rather fatigued myself witii close appli^ 
cation to my pen. I must not write too much 
now, lest it should weary me, and render me unfit 
for the labours of the ensuing day, which, if it 
please God to spare^ my life, and give me the abi* 
lity, I purpose to pursue with ardour. I have an 
important cause in hand. O- may the Almighty 
lend his aid ! Gracbus God^ Flitiier of all* mer i 
cies, God of all consolation, youchsafe to; pardon 
my manifold offences, for my dear BedeemerV 
sake ! Accept my humblest and most thankful 
acknowledgments of thine abundant mercies ; taket 
me and my dearfiamily under the protection of 
thy Providence, and grant us tiie aid of thy graces 
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Iblr Jei^us Christ's sake. Bies$ed Saviour; may tby 
powerful intercession prevail in my behalf. O 
grant us thy peace. Amen ! 

Oct. 3. A perpetual hurry of business of one 
kind or other, has occupied my time and thoughts 
since I wrote last, and I have not been quite 
well. 

O Lord, I wish to do right, but alas ! through 
tiie infirmity of ray nature, I frequently fall into 
sin. O that I could do the will of my Father, as 
it is done in Heaven. O that I could be perfect ! 
but alas ! how far do I fall short of that degree of 
perfection which is attainable in this state of trial 
and probation. O Lord, I beseech thee have 
compassion upon me. Keep me back from evil. 
Let me follow the precepts of thy holy religion. 
Endue my soul with patience and meekness. 

To-morrow is the Sabbath of the Lord : to- 
morrow I shall approach thy holy table, adorable 
Saviour. O may I be fit to appear there. It is 
the great joy of my life to commemorate thy dying 
love : to profess uiylallegiance to thee, my Lord 
and my God. I will not presume to offend tbee» 
by going with an unprepared mind. I will strive 
to cast out every thing that may render me an 
unworthy partaker of these holy mysteries. I will 
put on the wedding garment before I go to thy 
fjpast 
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Not 6n my own feeble endeavours do t rely fcrf 
ihe fulfilment of these good resolutions : without 
ihy grace, I know I can do nothing. O touchsetfe 
to grant it to me, merciful Saviour ! 

Oct. 22. — — — — — — -^ — 

- — — — ^ — I most humbly and earnestly 
beseech thee, O Lord^ to cleanse the thou^ts of" 
my heart by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit t 
to root Out of it every corrupt aflfection : every 
seed that may produce bad fruit ! --a. j-* — 

— — — ' — — Whatever thou seest fit 
to allot as my portion of Earthly goods, I will be 
thankful for, and contented with^ according to 
the means thou seest fit to' grant me, I will endea-* 
vour to do good. My soul disdains to quarrel for 
the trifies of this ve&n world ; a world that is full 
of sorrow, and passeth away like a shadow. O 
that I could obtain peace and serenity; that t 
might contemplate on heavenly joys, on eternal 
possessions i piid what so likely to direct my 
thoughts to them, as the troubles I now meet with. 
O what a happiness there is m the reflection, thafr 
after a fi^w short years at the utmost, I shall change 
th^s frail, this uncertain existence, for an eternity 
of bliss; that my soul, released from this earthly 
body, will soar to the realms above, to the f egioos 
of uninterrupted felicity. -*-—* — — — 

— — _ -^ -^ I know and feel, that the 
Judge of all the e&rth, in taking my dear husband 
from a troublesome \^^rld, has acted mercifully and 
kmdly by him. I wUl not grieye, if lom t*elp it j 
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but I have now no kind, tender husband, to cheer 
my droophig spirits; to wipe away the falling 
tear. Merciful Father, look with compassion upon 
me. O be to me instead of a husband. Support 
my spirits, and enable me, to bear all the train of 
afflictions attendant on a state of widowhood. 
Whilst I am conscious of integrity of heart, of a 
sincere and ardent desire to do thy holy will, I 
cannot fear that thou wilt utterly forsake me. O 
what great troubles and adversities hast thou lately 
showed me, yet didst thou turn and refresh me t 
Why then should I despond. 1 will not do so. 
1 will trust in thy mercy : I will rely on thy pro- 
mises : I will submit to thy dispensations. Thoa, 
O Lord, knbwest what is best ; thy will, O God, 
not mine, be done ! Blessed Jesus, who invitest 
those that mourn, to come unto thee. Vouchsafe 
to comfort me. O hearken to my humble suppli- 
cations : O strengthen me by thy spirit. Let me 
take up my cross with a patient and resigned mind, 
J and follow thee. Let me look to the joy that is 
set before me : let me never lose sight of the high 
prize of my calling : a crown of glory eternal in 
the heavens. Lord, I think that my heart is dis- 
posed to righteousness. I think I abhor all kinds 
of wickedness ; but perhaps I^deceive myself. O 
if I do so, vouchsafe tp make me see my errors, 
and help me to correct them ! O that 1 could pu- 
rify myself, even as thou art pure ! This is im- 
possible : I have defiled myself with many sins : I 
cannot wash out the stain of one of them. O wash 
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me in thy blood ! sanctify me with thy Spirit: then 
fihall I be holy and acceptable. Not for myself 
only/O blessed and adorable Redeemer^ not for 
myself only, do I pray, but for all my dear chil- 
dren : may they ever continue to live according to 
the precepts of thy holy religion. — • — — • 

Oct. 28. Merciful Father, I most humbly be- 
seech thee to pardon all my sins, for my Saviour's 
sake. Endue my mind with patience, resignation, 
and fortitude. Blessed and adorable Saviour, have 
pity upon me. O send thy Holy Spirit to strengthen 
and comfort me. I will fear no evil, for thou, O 
Lord, will sustain me. O direct my thoughts to 
that blessed world, where all tears will be wiped 
from all eyes : where pain and sorrow can find no 
entrance. There I trust my dear husband has 
found a refuge* Dear husband, never, never shall 
I forget thy tenderness atid love. The hopes of 
meeting thee again, will make death more wel- 
come. 

Nov. 4. O merciful God, who hast seen fit to 
take from me a tender husband ; from my chil- 
dren, the kindest of earthly parents. Vouchsafe 
to supply the loss by thine own mercy and good* 
ness. O heal my afflicted heart : relieve my sor- 
rows. I know and feel, O gracious Lord, most 
sensibly do I feel that I am unworthy of thy fa- 
vour. I confess, with contrition of soul, that my 
offences are numberless; butO, good X<ord, thou 
knowest that I love thee ; I hope I may say with 
a perfect hearts I never feel a consciousness of 

2 2 
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tratriW^ displeased tfeee ; ^t 1 "fefel ifitt t^ saftite 
time the stecerest sditow : lat thfe kftten% t feel ftL 
O have compassion upoA me; phy my wea4ci«B$9es- 
tod pardofi toy transgressions, for my dear Re- 
deemer's sake* lord, I t^seech thee, tialm my 
IrouWed mind : teach me resignation : let tne nio* 
forget how I and my family ha^e lately been «up- 
p6rtetd uifder one of the heavies* trials. ILel m^ 
not by my own imprudente open a wound wbicte 
tbbii, by thy goodness, had^t nearly closed. Lord^ 
J hnmbly dfesire to yifeld my mind to the gQidander 
6f the Holy Spirit. Arvine Spirit, cleanse and 
purify this sinful heart. Make it a fit temple for 
thee. Inspire me with those sentiments -which 1 
ought to ehtertahi. Strengthen me to do my duty ^ 
that is the first desire of 'my heart. I hope, at 
least, it is. O gracious Father,^ never would I 
willingly offend thee. Cast me not off: take not 
thy Holy Spirit from nie. May thy Providence 
direet all things for the ultimate good of us, thy 
poor creatures, who cannot know what is 'best for 
us. Lord, hear me, and let my cry come unta 
thee. Amen ! Amen ! for Jesus Christ's sake. 

Blessed and adorable Saviour, I am tlHS: day 
going *to thy tatble: O Lord, vouchsafe^ Wcept 
tlie humble adoration which I there hope fd offer. 
O Lord, I love thee with my whole heart. Tte 
words of thy mouth are sweeter to me than honey,- 
and the honey-comb. I have more delight in run- 
ning the way of thy commandmei^ts, than in all 
Inanner 6f ricttes. O Lord> enable me to* fellow 

' 4 ' 
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thy blessed example ofpatienps and resignation, 
4^Bd 9f every other Pbristian virtue. Voiichsafe, 
I be$eech thee, to h^ with me this day and for 
^ver ! 

Dec. 9. My indispositioo is not yet gone off, 
though, I thank God, I am much be):ter ; but I ^xtL 
pot yet capable of thpse exertion^, in which coiiw 
€ist the greatest pleasure and satisfaction of ipy 
life* Pay ^fter day passes away witlioi^t any em* 
ployonent by which J can proii^ote ^he know)odg§ 
of Cbristiapity, a$ I earnestly desire to do. Thi$ 
is a great inortification to iqe; but I will ^pdea? 
viour to submit to it as becoiTies a ich|Id of God, gi 
discipje of Christ. I haye laboured uQder ^ most 
dnejadful depression pf spirits in the last week , 
t{)e fear of ^uddi^p death assail^ed me in a yiolen); 
f^nd irresistible mani^erp I cannpt thjnk why | 
^bou^ be in si^h dread pf that stjrolce, which wilj 
relpase n^ frotx^ a ^ti^te of anxiety and trouble, 
0.Qd bring mp, as I trust, into a better st^te of ex-r 
istence. >!ror dp I dread it, I think, pn ipy jpwij 
ftccount Praised l)e the Cod pf all ipercies ! 
j^dored be the I^eemer pf mankif^<|, I can loo^ 
))eyoi3d tt}(S graye wi);h comfprt and bppe, ]3u|; 
^e thoughts c^ what my dear children will suffer 
for thpir oply pareni;, the thoughts of the loss thg 
poor will sgstaii) of a truly affec^ion^tp md com- 
pasisioi^ate frieqd, thp thpuglits th^ the j^chopl 
will fall to npthing, distress oie beyond measure ; 
i)ut why should these reflections disqqiet my minc| 
$9 igypb ^ degree f Qod has many ipptrutr^en^ ()§? 
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sides such a poor, weak mortal as I am, to employ 
in those works, which he approves. When my 
Master sees fit to call me away, let me not mur- 
mur. But I have formed an extensive plan for 
the improvement of the rising generation, and I 
wish to live to complete it. Surely this wish can- 
not be displeasing to the Almighty ; surely my di- 
vine Lord will not condemn his servant for a desire 
which proceeds from zeal for his honour ; perhaps 
?ny life may yet be spared ; at least I will endea- 
vour to divestmyself of these apprehensions, which 
are more likely to accelerate my decay, than to 
avert it. I will cast my care upon God ; I will 
M ait patiently for the Lord i I will not fear death| 
since Christ has taken away his sting. 

My mind has been agitated with maternal cares 

also : my dear H is not well, and he is at a 

distance from me ; but I will exercise patience on 
this account also. I am this day going to the 
table of the Lord ; O may I be found an accepta- 
ble guest ! 

Dec. 13. I have been better in health this 
week, and my mental faculties stronger; but I 
have not been withoqt alarming symptoms. I 
have had at times an odd sensation of numbness in 
my hand. But I trust the Almighty will not de- 
prive me of the use of that member, which I have 
so often employed, and am still so anxious to em- 
ploy in his service. My right hand has never 
offended me ; I am not required to cut it off, an4 
Qmt it from me ; for I dp not recollect that it h^fk 
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•ever been the instrument of wickedness, and whilst 
I live, I tbinky I shall desire to stretch it out for the 
comfort and relief of my fellow creatures. My 
right hand is dear to me, because with that I 
w^rite to promote, as far as my abilities admit, the 
cause of true Christianity, O merciful Lord, be 
graciously pleased to ispare to me the use of it, to 
thee I devote it 

Dec. !().— — — — — — _ 

O merciful Father, draw me to thyself, I most 
humbly beseech thee : since thou hast seen fit to 
take my dear husband from me,. enable me to bear 
the loss with patience. O continue to support 
me, as thou hast hitherto done. O gracious God, 
above all things I desire to obtain thy favour. I 
wish most earnestly to do thy holy will. O Lord, 
if I know my own heart, I love thee above all 
things. O Lord, I beseech tliee, have compas- 
sion upon my Veakness. O strengthen me by thy 
Holy Spirit : leave me not, forsake me not, O God 
of my salvation. 

Lord, I will endeavour to please thee by the 
exercise of every Christian virtue. What a mor- 
tification do I now daily suffer from the incapacity 
of pursuing th^ employment I delight in ; but I 
trust thou wilt yet strengthen me to serve thee 
more in this world before I go hence, and be no 
more seen. I implore thy blessing, O Lord, on 
the works J am now going to send into the world. 
Xq the purposes of piety, and charity, I devot;e 



them. O mat ^^y prote an accepjtabie ofer^ 
»ng. 

Lord, I Ijeseech tijee to l>less Jhe endeavours 
t>{ those vi^ho have Assbctatied tpt the purposes of 
checking the progress of seditibti arid rebellion. 
p spare this nation for the sake of thy Jioly reli- 
gion, which subsists here ib greater parity than 
in any other nation. O spare it for the s^ke of 
thy faithVul servants : spare it tor the sake p( tbbse 
institutidns which are Bst^bHshe^ for the benefit of 
the rising generation J 

Adorable Saviour, I ^tn jeajows for jkhitte ho- 
nour? Vith my whplfe heart do I love Atid ifeve- 
)fence theev I feel Ihfe sincerest gratittfde foi- the 
ihlimte benel^s thou ha^ proctiFod for mankindf^ 
of which I trust thoA wilt suffer ttii^ to ^iirtake; 
^rd, i aip willing to £ors^e all^ ai:fd follow ^ee. 
P J^rd, grant me peace. 

To the protection 6f the adorable Trfaity I h^m* 
|)ly recommend myspl^ and my dear children. 6 
ittay divine Providence watqh oyer us '^iiring the 
hours of darkness. ' May we enjoy lindiisturbed 
repose j arid, if another day be atdded to our If^resi 
njay we spend \t to the glory of CJod. — ^ — 

O toni, I pr^sunie to address thecj nn behalf of 
a friend 8u:0ering at this time frotn 1>odily Weak- 
pess aqd perturbation of mind, O Lord, support 
her under the he^vy trial thou hast seen fit to call 
lier to, and in thy good time deliver her. 

Dec. 23. I have in the course of this itecif 
repec^tedjy hM symptomii ivhich I thought lihreat^ 
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eoed me with iSuddai dissolution; but within these 
thiise d^ys.I have been relieved from tlmm: an4 
though I am not yet restored to tny fuM strength, 
either of inijad or body, I am €(»i3iderably better 
^n both respectb^ and pLtn pnce more animated with 
the hop^, that I shall be again enabled to pursue 
my labours for the glory of God and the good of 
piy fellow-creature^* What a happiness even ii) 
expectation i What mortification have I endured 
under the iieicieslBity of submitting to idleness. 
My doul hath truly a longing desire to be conti^ 
i^ally occu(>ied in the works of the Lord ;-^and 
am I not so when exercising patience ? 

P gr^ious and mercifui Father, I would not 
f^ntertaii^ a thought pr a wnsh that is displeasing to 
thee. Vouchsafe to send thy Holy Spirit to 
cleanse itnd purify my soul ; quench in it every 
a0ection which it ought not to entertain. O if X 
still feel too much love for my departed husband 
indderate it, or however reluctant I may be to part 
ivith it, obliterate it, change it into what it should 
ie. Lord God Aimiglity, I am thine ; I was tie* 
voted to thee^ by the be^ of fathers, as scfon al- 
most as I was bom into the world ; how often 
have I devoted myself to the service of thy dear 
Son, my adcx-able, my beloved Saviour, at his holy 
table ; O what pleasure ! what happiness ! whai^ 
comfort! what refreshment of saul have I ex? 
perienced at this holy table ; cast me not away, 
O God of my Salvation, (tear and adorable Sa* 
viour! merctftil Jledeemeri blessed J^sus, friend 
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of my soul thou knowest that I love thee ! O 
Lord, in comparison of the delight I take in serving 
thee, how poor, how trifling, how insignificant d^ 
those things appear which the worldly-minded 
dignify with the name of pleasure ! may it be my 
blessed task to assist in propagating thy holy re- 
ligion, to assert thine honour, to teach the young 
and the poor to own thy divinity ! adorable Sa- 
viour, be graciously pleased to strengthen and in- 
form my mind, to do the work I have prescribed 
for myself. Lord, if I am but able I will pursue 
it with alacrity ; O that I may recover my strength 
before I go hance, and be no more seen ! not 
for the trifling purposes of life do I wish to con- 
tinue longer in this stage of existence; I have 
nobler ends in view ; O how my heart expands 
with ardent desires to do good ; may I be enabled 
to fulfil some of them at least, through the merits 
and mediation of Jesus Christ ; then shall I be 
prepared to meet my beloved Lord ; then shall I 
soar to heavenly regions ; then shall I join the 
glorious company of Heaven. Transporting 
thoughts ! how insignificant do the pomps and var 
nities of this world appear in my mind's eye ! O 
that I could continue in this frame of mind for the 
remaining part of my existence upon earth ; but it 
cannot be, I have a body ever ready to press 
down the immortal soul. No matter, this will not 
long be the case, I shall shake it off with all its 
infirmities : thei^e is an earthly body, and tber^ is 
a spiritual body. O with what peace shall I 
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close my eyes in death, if I have but the power of 
reflection at that awful moment, at least I hope 
that wiU be the case, and that it may be so, I re- 
solve henceforth to lead a holy, and as far as I 
am able, a useful, life. To the protection of the 
Divine Providence, I now humbly recommend 
myself, and my dear children ! 

Dec^SO. I am now arrived at the end of one of 
the most sorrowful years I ever knew. O what 
tribulation ! what anguish ! what distress ! what 
heart rending pangs have I been called to indure 
within the last twelve months. At the beginning 
of this year I had a dear and tender husband ; my 
children had a kind and most affectionate father, 
these relations have ceased to both of us, but my 
heart is far from being disengaged from the love 
which it was so lately my duty to feel, though I 
^an no longer delight him with the expressions of 
it ; however, my comfort is, that he is removed to a 
state where I hope, and trust, he will to eternity 
enjoy more exalted pleasures than any that this 
vain world affords. I hope I am not sinful in 
cherishing this affection for a dear deceased husr 
band ; the love I feel for him is pure as that 
which angels feel, it is the love of a soul weaned 
from earthly joys, aspiring after heavenly ones ; 
earnestly desiring, to partake tliose joys with him.. 
I do not, I cannot wish my dear husband to return 
to this world of care and sorrow ; I only wish 
^h^t when I depart from it I may be again li^nit^d 
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«4th l^itn 9S the blessed in Heaven are with each 
ottier. 



It has pleased the Almighty to visit me with ^ 
siost heavy affliction, but with what abundant 
kindness l^as he tempered it ! did I ever more seq* 
sibly feel his fathisrly love, than when I was suf^ 
fering his chastisements; no, surely never J O 
how tenderly did he incline his ear to my humble 
petitions ! how sweetly did he soothe my sorrows ! 
how greatly did he calm the perturbations of my 
heart A husband to the widow have I most truly 
found him, and praised be his name for his uq-t 
merited goodness to me his poor sinfiil creature. 

Accept my prayers, Alnjighty Father, for all my 
dear children^ O that they may all so live upoa 
earth that through the merits of a crucified Sa^ 
viour, they way 6f^j bereq^ved bto thy eternal 
kingdom. 

Accept my prayers for myself also, O vouchsafe 
t$ grant me fresh supplies of thy gra4:e, that I may 
^rve thee more steadily, and more constantly 
than I have hitherto done. I/)rd, I beseech the« 
to strengthen me |d pursue my labours^ aad blesa 
them with success. O that my ii£^ may be spiyred 
to complete what I have begun i ^ut abme aU 
things, let me desire to resign myself to the will of 
God. O blessed Jesus, help me. to do so ; with* 
<mt thee I am nothing. I^rd, from weakness of 
body and mind, I must now fofego th^ holy ^^^er^ 



tise t am at thi^ ihsfeLiit engaged in. I find hoik 
mind and body fiitigued. Ta tlie ewr blessed 
Trinity, 1 humbly recommend myself a»d all my 
dear cMldren ; ray relations mti friends, and to^ 
the Hx)ly Trinity, Father^ Son, and Holy Ghost, 
be ascribed all honour and glofy, firorld t^rifflioirt 
end^ Amen! Amen! 



t%e wfitef of tie following letter, Ifae Rev. Mr. 
Sturgess, was for many years the Vicar of Ealing, 
dtiring the time that Mrs. Triimn^ was rfesidiefft 
in that parish ; and seldom does it fall to tlie lot 
of any place to enjoy the Wessftig of a more con- 
Bcientious Ministcrr, or more ftflbctionate Pastor. 
In etei^ part of hm duty he was indefatigable ; 
admonishing ** in season and out of season," per- 
suading, exhorting hae fiock to walk in the path of 
duty, or to Tetum tO' it if they bad unhappily 
irtrayed^ The sick were vi^ed, the ^norant in- 
structed, the distressed i«elieved, aid all watched 
#yer with a regsSrd almost paternal. 

Nor did he rest with the mere dischefge of hisf 
t<mn duty^ he was ecfually amtious that the curate^, 
who were under his direction shoidd performtheir 
]>att also, and was earful to engage ediflxnpkiiy. 
clergymen, who would in all r^pecfei co-operate wi& 



him, aild steadfastly adhere to the doctrines and 
discipUne of that church to which he belonged. 

It may easily be supposed that a man. of such a 
diaracter would be upou the most. friendly terms 
with a parishioner, who had like himself the ia-^ 
terest of the poor so warmly at heart Such in- 
deed, was the case ; the worthy vicar was delighted 
to have such an assistant, and Mrs. Trimmer was 
equally happy that " he to whom it was her duty 
to look up (as the Minister of God's word) with 
duty and respect, was such a one that she could 
do it with a willing mind." 

In every office of benevolence they were unani-* 
mous, Mr, Sturgess advising and consulting with 
]VIrs. Trimmer, and affording her upon every oc- 
casion his countenance and support. 

In order to give her the greater weight with 
her poor neighbours, he entrusted to her manage- 
ment many of the parish gifts, at least of such 
as were designed for the poor of Brentford. 
By means of the distribution of these gifts, Mrs. 
Trimmer obtained considerable influence over 
many of the people who received them, and in the 
-dispensing of them, always had regard to the spi- 
ritual, as well as temporal interests of the poor. 
Such as were constant id their attendance upon 
public worship, and regular in their moral conduct, 
were sure to be distinguished, and on the contrary, 
the dbsolute and profane were slighted and passed 

by. , 
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Amongst other objects of his pastoral care, Suii- 
day Schools engrossed much of the attention of 
this excellent Parish Priest. No sooner did he 
hear of the plan suggested by Mr. Raikes, of 
Glocester, for collecting the children of the poor 
on the Sabbath Day, than he was desirous of hav- 
ing schools of that description in the parish of 
Ealing. He communicated his wishes to Mrs. 
Trimmer, and found in her a most ready assistant 
By their united efforts schools were established, 
and though the faithful Pastor of his flock, who 
first projected thems and his zealous and active 
coadjutor are now no ihore, the schools continue 
to exist, and to be productive of essential benefit 
lamongst the rising generation. 



TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Vicaragey St. Mary*s Readings 
May 17, 1792. 

My dear Madam, 

I\have this day received the first intelligence 
of a melancholy event, which affects me much, and 
which I sincerely feel with you and for you. It 
may be unseasonable to intrude at all upon your 
grief, which, in the best of Christians, will and 
ought to have its time ; and to suggest any of the 
common motives of consolation to you would be 
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impertinent, wha are mudi better qtiafified to give 
than to receive advice, upon every Chnrtian sub^ 
ject of this kind. But there is one which suggests' 
itself to my rnind^ and which your hundible sind mo- 
dest opinion of yourself will probably conceal from 
ypar'sy which is that, as God has been plei^sed 
•minently to distinguish you by the best Christian' 
Iiottrt and tmnper I alnxMEt ever knew, ^o he may 
be pleased by jdiese repeated trials andafflietions* 
to furoish you with opportttnities to* perfect that 
bi|^ and in^rtant character, and to give you 
^raoe not only to shbe as most actively osefiil in' 
the grand cause of Religion, but likewise as a wiosi 
striking example of Christian patience in submit- 
ting to his most awful decrees; May that gracious 
God continue* his biessttig 1S6 yoti^ and to every in* 
dividQalofyonr family in all things, both temporal 
and spirftuat, (nresent ^qd.eterqal. 

I feel the loss of a worthy parishioner, a good 
husband, a good father, and a good Chr&tian. 
I purpose to be at Ealing on Wednesday, and 
hope that you may find yourself well enough 
to give me leave to wait on you before I leave 
ity whi<>h must be on the Monday, or Tuesday. 

We Mnite in every good wish, and reJll jC9i}cei;n. 
in which you an4 your (axfdly are interested. I 
shall be happy always to prove the jijje^r^ reg^d< 
.X entertain for ypjj, and the hi^yalua I set upon' 
jour character iaiiid friendship, by desirii^g you to, 
command at all times, any little servicer t^at I c^' 
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render to yon and your's; btlieve loe to re« 

Your affectionate friend 

And servant, 

C. StURG£S9. 

P. S. If I night venture to toggnt any tlai^ 
fiirtber u|KHi the sul^cct let me rtcommend 
to you, my good Madam, tiie immediate perusal 
of the aifeclaoMte letter oi the pious Mrs. Dod* 
dridge to her childreOy putiUshed in the Gentle* 
Qiajn*^ Mag^isiae/. 



TO MHS. M. 

Idy dear Madam, 

Your friendly apprehensions were too well 
founded, U was the death of my dear husband 
whieh you read of in the Newspapers. The 
jstroke was as sudden as it was fatal. I was in a 
comfortable sleep, when I was awakened by bis 
making a ncHse in his throat as if he was choaking ; 
I raised him up as <}uick as possible, and perceived 
he was in a fit ; not being able to support him by 
myself, I called one of his spns, who came to 1119 
instantly, bn^ hi* dear father was insensible of our 
attentions, and discovi^red no other sl^s of life than 

YoIh h A a 
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frtcWng Ins breath a few tinies, at distant inter- 
vals, but in a quarter of an hour be breathed his 
last Thus tiid ft please the Almighty to dissolve 
a unioo^ which had for upwards of Q9 years, been 
a source of great happiness to me, and thus were 
my dear children deprived of the most tender and 
affectionate of parents ! ^That we have all suf- 
fered bcyoDd ^espression Oix^ trying an dccasibn^ 
yoa, my fkear Matlam, trill cafifily conteive, but 
tuLiAa to tbe Ood ct all X3diisolati<m, our aiYfibt^ 
ings have been «Ue^at^ by bis tstlnwidMft mercies. 
I inoBt weiaaw, liiix>uglithe andi^tdnce of 4iis Holy 
Spirit, submitted to his will with ad ttHicb resigna- 
tion as he expects from such poor creatures as 
mankind in this mortal sCate. I miss my tender 
companion, my judidoos advisor; and long will it 
be e'er I can cease to lament his loss ! but I do not 
repine at my Biiafortune ; the great and all-wise. 
Governor of the universe, best^knows when&to 
place his creatures ; and the exemplary life ray 
dear husband led, which was a continued series of 
benevolent and upright conduct, has, I hope, pro* 
cured him admittance, through tbe merits of our 
blessed Redeemer, into a world, infinitely better . 
than that from which he has seen fit to remove . 
him. Should my life be extended manj^ years be- 
yond my present expectation, it will be short in 
comparison bf that which will come hereafter ; and 
I comfort. myself with the hope ox meetiog my be- 
loved partner again, never more to be separat^.. 
from his society. .6 
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' I ikmk fiAH vkf dMr Madflm, most skneerely 
fer yovat kindt ait^itioin^ and good wishes ; I would 
iiftw written te you before bat co&not ei^en notr 
do it iridKnit a korry of spirits. 



€H the Ji^his ^ WameMy t ca» now say rro- 
tntug more tii«a tba^ B foinid so m»efii happmess 
in having a husband to assist me in forming a 
proper jud«entr and* in taking upon him the chief 
labour of providing for a family, that I never 
wished for a further degree of liberty or conse- 
quence than I eajpyi^dv Mm Woohtoncroft is a 
woman of extraordinary abilities, I confess ; I can- 
not help thiiiking th^5 might be employed to more 
advantage to society* — But my re9ent mi^^or- 
tune has almost obliterated tlie remembrance of 
^ oootents ei her book. 

You will 9tfonder ta rieesii^ si mw pobfioafioii 
fro^ me at) such a timci as tbis« The Htele boel^ 
which sow cliims yoar acceptance, was alread^ 
in Ibe printec's handb, wiien I was halted upon t» 
lueur the heaviest stroke I of^w MStakied (rom^mii 
band of Frovidenca I seek re6ige ftom unavki!^ 
log flOffrow, in that kind ot e&fploymeftt vf'nh6\A 
which I feel from habitude quitef meomfeetable: 
£ hope I shall be'able to accompMsb in time what 
the advertisement sent with it proposes. If I 
should not live to do so, an aiier hand may take 
k up. I tbiak a reformation in the mode of edu^ 
eating children ia Charity Schools, much wanted*^ 

A a 2 
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•od/flhitt •MTt mj otiMMfe aidtftfMmti OMtn^ 
iHJtftitovwds it* I ahali now be iwre.fimrewf 
tffcioofOi la n^ domestic cirdti, iaioog.iiiy Amr 
dutifolt cbildrei^ aloDe» ean I find true OMuolatioib 
Wkhottt my-dear cocnpankHn th^-pleMnre&of the 
W9rldr-«ve»^ what I have bitberto Mtpemed ra* 
tiomal -pkamreg, hava- tio charms for me. Here, 
thafika ta tha Alioi^y I I am surrounded with 
comforts. 



' TO MRS. TRIMMER. 

Cofsoslip GneUf Aug. 20* 

MydearMadam^ 

' Ji t h&te not sooner imHen ta jroo, I assuro 
yof^ I lsa?e <i^raifiad jallier oot of tenderness and 
wpfokBiamx^ thaa from trnkinclness or neglect 
Xielt finryou'feiy sincerely under the i^erere dis^ 
xritbE atbioii it has pleased God to visit 
aod SKiit cordially do I sympathize with yoa 
tederit. Isbemong the inscrutable . seerets olf 
Jfttmiemft &»t jpoii who fuce constantly eo^ioyed 
Ibi l^Mifcmig.the Inirtbens or administering to the 
MoiliKt. of others,* should ypurself be tried by such 
«Bwm dKcttms. ;. and that this heavy biowjBfaould 
#tt befQoe.ltie,i«outfds.of last year b«id folly t^nc 
lialiaii ioast have been a keen aggravation jofsor- 
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Bttti^Mmk 6od thtt yoa do Ml iliTi^ ia 
those who am without hope. The troe lofili^ 
tkms of geootoe Christianity are your'a, mild yca^ 
who have sown in tears, will I doubt not reap ib 
abuodantjoy. ^^^ *^ ^^ 9^. ^>^^ ^m 



^ Adieu, my dear Kadam, believe me witii rttid 
esteem. 

Your sincere firiend, and 
Faithful servant, 
. ^ H. M0R£^ 



TO MRS. BRUTTOBT^ 
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' Why mydetf fritind idkeuld yon^fear to opeit 
my letters? convinced as Fahrof therBtoadioesstif 
your regard for me, you caimot:eicpect*l would 
feproach you for those" Ofxitssions;' which I ienow 
proceed fihom ill health and bad sphrils^ Anil 
^ould it please God to afflict me w^ addttkmal 
sorrows, I hope and trust I sbftit alwiiyrbe able 
to inform you at the same time^ tiiat he Iwi ^gn* 
ciously suptK>rted and comforted me;^Lam^sttre2 
eannbt sufficiently acknowledge his abuiidant:nie»^ 
cks to me, under the severest trtate, i tlntkl^ Mdt 
can experience. I am much obliged ^teiltfr. 
Brutton, for the high compliment he pays to^my* 



fymp^ipy but \i I have reQeiv€4 tl|e6)s stroibti oi^ |^ro^ 
videace in a proper manpeB, I mufit^knpttte k tp- 
the -support whiqli it has pleased tb^ ALmig^y to- 
afford ine. I have earr>esUy wished^ t4> s^MgQ mjf- 
sell to his naost holy vill, aad to do my (hitjf in 
'^mt neiK state of life to which he has seen fit to call 
me* I trust he has heard my prayers, aad wilt 
eoDtipue to guide a^d protect me f I wish you were 
within my reach, but I have still so many tte9 to 
confine me to this spot, that I cannot prevail on. 
myself to \eave home, or I would come and sec 
you, Happy should I be, could I prevail upoa 
you to indulge me with your company here. I 
can receive and accommodate you, Mr. Brutton^ 
and a servant, if you wish to bring one. You may 
at aiiy time, by goidg to a dWerent part of the 
house, sit (juite still and retired ; I keep scarcely 
any company, bHt^moCDing visitors ; we have a few- 
choice friends who sometimes stay m the hqose 
with us, bat with' the dissipating Multitude we s^l« 
dom mix ; v oqr family circle being pretty lar^, we 
caAanmse ourselves without their akl. You cannot^ 
ttii^k how it would dqligbt me ta show you my dear 
boys and girls ; if you We them^ as yoa^ hav^ 
kindly told me you do, for their mother's sake^ Jc 
think you would find reason to love them for theiir 
own. * 
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TO S 



Srenlfin-d, SepL 4, 1792. 



I saw your dear father's hair in a locket, which 

I gave to C . The mixture of grey with 

blacky brought to my mind the numerous cares we 
had divided ; at the sight of so interesting an ob- 
ject the tears of tender recollection filled my eyes, 
but I wiped them away, and comforted myself^ 
that the cares which I knew his solicitude for us 
would have occasioned him to add to, were now at 
BXi end ; he is now past suffering, I humbly trust ; 
he is escaped from this scene of anxiety and sor- 
row. I think, much as I miss him, I shall pass 
the remainder of my life with more serenity than 
the years that arQ gone ; whatever troubles Imeet 
with I shall not now have to feel for my dear bus- 
band. God knows, I have had many a bitter pang 
for his sufferings ; — but 1 check myself. Let me hear 
from you very soon, and in the mean while, and 
to endless ages, may the blessing of God attend 
you, and all my dear children. Adieu. 

Your affectionate Mother, 



END OF VOL* I. 



Iaw ttiid Gilbert, Priuterib St. Johu's-Square, London. 



